CITY OF SILVERTON
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES
Silverton Community Center – Council Chambers – 421 South Water St. and Zoom
June 8, 2020, 6:00 PM
I.

OPENING CEREMONIES – Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance & Roll Call

Mayor Kyle Palmer called the Work Session to order at 6:03 p.m. Mayor Palmer and City Clerk Angela
Speier attended in the City Council Chambers. The rest of City Council and staff were present through the
virtual meeting platform Zoom. Mayor Palmer explained the meeting is being held through Zoom due to
Governor Brown’s Executive Order 20-16.
Present

Absent

X

Mayor
Kyle Palmer
Council President
Jason Freilinger

X

Jim Sears

X

Matt Plummer

X

Dana Smith

X

Laurie Carter

X

Crystal Neideigh

X

Staff Present: City Manager, Christy Wurster; Chief of Police Jim Anglemier; Finance Director, Kathleen
Zaragoza; Community Development Director, Jason Gottgetreu; Public Works Director, Petra Schuetz;
Assistant to the City Manager/HR Coordinator, Elizabeth Gray; and Assistant to the City Manager/City
Clerk, Angela Speier
II.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2.1 Discuss whether to implement a requirement for face coverings for the public at retail,
business, and other establishments in the City (including at City-owned facilities) to prevent
the spread of COVID-19
Mayor Palmer explained City Council does not allow for public comment during work sessions, because
this is time for the City Council to gain more in-depth knowledge of a particular subject. The City received
236 pieces of written testimony which has been shared with the City Council (attachment 1).
City Attorney Heather Martin explained the three options City Council could consider regarding face
covering requirements:
1. Require face coverings in the City;
2. Require businesses to require face coverings; and
3. Mandate face coverings for everyone at all City facilities and/or encouraging the public to wear
masks.
According to their research there is not a local government (city or county) requiring face coverings in
Oregon. There are other governmental entities in the country that are requiring them. She explained the
Oregon Health Authority (OHA) is requiring employees in certain businesses wear face coverings.
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Included in the packet were components for City Council to think about for each of the three options listed
above. City Attorney Martin asked City Council to discuss the options and provide direction on which one
they would like to proceed with and what components they would like to include in a possible order.
City Council discussed the feasibility of the three options. Councilor Carter said it is not feasible to require
face coverings city-wide until the state requires them. She feels it should be up to the individual business
owners to decide whether to require customers to wear them or not. She would prefer to move forward
with option three and ask City employees to wear them when they are dealing with the public. She
thanked the Silverton Police Department for wearing them during the demonstration on Friday.
Councilor Freilinger said he has talked with individuals in the medical community and there was not an
overwhelming response in support of requiring face coverings city-wide. They said wearing face
coverings is probably a good idea, but Silverton is not at a level infection wise where requiring them is
necessary. He would like to see the City staff lead by example and wear face coverings. He would like to
see City Council highly recommend it, but is not comfortable with a mandate. He said if there is a spike in
Silverton cases then the City Council could discuss moving to a mandate.
Mayor Palmer said this topic does not excite him. He personally wears a mask when visiting businesses
out of respect. He does not feel government should step into these areas unless there is an extreme and
dire need to do so and he does not feel the infection rate justifies this type of mandate. He said this would
crush Silverton’s economy, enforcement would be very difficult, it would create more division in the
community, it could create an equity issue, and it affects businesses too differently. He said the medical
community is split on this issue and feels if the state felt it was necessary they would have already
required it.
Councilor Sears said he struggled with the topic, because it is very controversial. He appreciates the
diverse range of opinions on the issue. He would like to see the community come together and have
compassion for the more vulnerable population groups. He does not want to see a mandate, because of
the enforcement issues and it would continue to divide the community. He would like to entertain the idea
with businesses on whether they would voluntarily allow a certain day or blocks of time to be set aside for
masked shoppers only. This would allow the individuals who do not feel comfortable being around people
not wearing masks an opportunity to feel safe while shopping. He said the City could look into providing
masks for the businesses that are willing to participate in the program.
Councilor Neideigh said she appreciates the comments City Council received and does not want to put
any added strain on Silverton businesses. She is in favor of encouraging masks and working with
businesses on setting aside a specific time for masked shoppers. She is also in favor of City employees
setting a good example by wearing them. She is not in favor of a mandate.
Councilor Smith does not want to impact local businesses. She expressed her disappointment with the
amount of communication stating people would stop shopping in Silverton if this was instituted. She thinks
the City should be setting an example and protecting City employees by requiring masks inside city
buildings. She further explained there are unknown long term health impacts with the virus and was
disappointed that a number of the responses put a person’s civil liberties ahead of protecting our
neighbors.
Councilor Plummer explained the work session process and his disappointment in some of the responses
to this topic. He said as a City Councilor his role is to try and make the best decision for the health and
well-being of the community. The State recently had the highest incident rate since the pandemic started.
He explained in some instances (like the plastic bag ban) the City needs to step in and try to make the
best decisions for the health of the community and the environment. He feels the City should step in and
help guide this process and knows there will be exceptions to the requirement to wear a mask. He said
people should be trying to decrease the risk as much as possible and that should continue until we learn
more about the virus. He feels a mask should be worn at all times while a person is indoors and is not
able to physically distance themselves from one another. He said there are a number of benefits to
wearing a mask and has a hard time seeing a downside to wearing them.
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Council discussed the increase in COVID-19 cases since Memorial Day and how the recent protests
might impact the numbers as well. Discussion ensued on whether the state will take action on this issue if
the number of cases continues to increase. Council also discussed providing an incentive to the
businesses interested in allocating time for mask only shoppers. The City could help coordinate the “mask
only times” with the Chamber, provide masks and other needed PPE, and assist with the communication
of when they are happening. Council would like City staff to work with the Chamber to find out if
businesses would be willing to host masked only patrons during a certain time and then provide whatever
support the businesses might need.
Council discussed requiring both City staff and visitors to wear masks in all City owned buildings. City
Attorney Martin recommended Council take this action by amending the current emergency declaration or
creating a separate order that refers to the emergency declaration. Staff would be required to wear masks
anytime they are dealing with the public and when social distancing is not possible. Councilor Plummer
said he would like to see anyone who enters a City-owned building wearing a mask. Once you are able to
socially distance the mask can come off, but there are too many variables when you are walking in a hall
and walking up and down stairs. The tenants in the Community Center will need to follow the same rules.
City Manager Wurster said some employees have found it hard for customers to hear them on the phone
when they are wearing masks. She also asked if masks would be required when staff is meeting with the
public, but a plexiglass barrier is separating both parties. Council said they would still like to see both
parties in masks. Council discussed the need to accommodate the public who cannot wear a mask.
Chief Anglemier explained the steps the Police Department has taken in regards to face coverings, but
they are finding it hard for dispatch to hear them when their masks are on. So he said there is still some
discretion needed for his department. Finance Director Zaragoza said the Finance Department is wearing
masks when they are waiting on customers outside, but they are finding it challenging to have phone
conversations while wearing them. Staff has been allowed to take their masks off when in the finance
area, but they are wearing them when they leave their designated area. Public Works Director Schuetz
said her department is comfortable with the discussion tonight. There was a union inquiry about the City’s
ability to require face coverings and the union’s response was if there is a written policy then employees
would have to comply. She said Facilities is following the cleaning and sanitizing guidelines produced by
the CDC and OHA.
III.

CITY MANAGER UPDATE

City Manager Wurster said the next City Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 15. It will be a
special meeting to adopt the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget.
IV.

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS

Councilor Sears asked Council to provide feedback on the rate request from Republic Services and
provide direction on his further involvement in the process. He would like to see a fruitful discussion at the
July meeting as well as movement forward. Mayor Palmer said he would like to see a model where
recycling is picked up once per month. He liked the subsidy and incentivizing the smaller carts. He also
did not appreciate how they approached the franchise fee discussion and their rate request is higher than
he would like to see. Councilor Plummer likes the idea of the true cost of service rates, but would like to
see a slight increase to the rates as the size of the cart increases, so there is some incentive to use the
smaller cart size. Councilor Freilinger said he would like to see the 20 gallon cart cost less and then that
difference amortized across the other rates except for the 35 gallon cart size. City Manager Wurster
explained if City Council wants to look at reducing the recycling pick up to once per month that would
require a revision to the draft franchise agreement. That amendment would need to be made at the next
meeting and it would impact Republic Services rate structure. Council said if the once per month recycling
change holds up the process than they would prefer to leave it as is. Council discussed other aspects of
the proposed franchise agreement and the possibility of changing the range of profitability. Staff will work
with Councilor Sears and Republic Services to present an additional rate structure in July.
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Councilor Freilinger said he would like to see City Council visit some of our policing policies when it
comes to choke holds, setting an expectation for an officer to intervene if another officer is violating a
person’s civil rights and/or policy. He would also like to look at banning riot gear and military style
equipment either to be used or procured by the Silverton Police Department. He requested these items
be placed on a future work session agenda to be discussed further. Chief Anglemier said they are doing a
number of things to address the public’s concerns. He explained transparency is important and he would
be more than happy to put a presentation together so people can have a better sense of what the police
are doing and why they have to do certain things. He stressed the Silverton Police Department does not
have excessive force issues and has a lot of confidence in his staff and their training.
Councilor Plummer thanked Mayor Palmer for how he handles himself online. He hopes everyone can
move forward in a better state of mind and recognize what tonight’s discussion was about which was how
to keep Silverton residents and visitors safe and healthy.
Mayor Palmer thanked Chief Anglemier for how he has handled himself during his first week as Chief. He
was impressed with how the department participated in the demonstration on Friday and appreciated the
City’s flexibility with how the event was handled. He thanked the organizers and said the event was very
meaningful and provided hope for the future.
V.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Smith made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Carter seconded the motion and Mayor Palmer
adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by:
/s/Angela Speier, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk
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Attachment 1
Public Comments Regarding Face Coverings
June 8, 2020
I have a family of 3 that live here in town. Since covid 19, we have seen every shop in town affected by
this virus and threatening livilyhoods of our small town businesses. As we love our town, we have
supported local for all our take out and shopping at ace hardware and local pet services. If an ordnance
passes that requires a mask be worn to all businesses, I will be taking all my shopping and dining out of
Silverton. I will not support anyone being forced to wear thesemadks. It is not the law, it is a suggestion
at best if they even work and will refuse to step foot in another local business. Based on the Facebook
thread, if the entire town boycotts all the businesses in town, we should be a ghost town in a year or so.
Do not destroy our town. Give our businesses a chance to bounce back already, don't deal their fate by
these poor decisions.
HEATHER ROWE

Dear city council member,
I am a new resident of Silverton. I was looking forward to living here and shopping locally in your
beautiful city.
Imagine my shock when so soon after arriving I hear of the city councils decision to seriously consider
the mandatory wearing of masks in stores.
I consider this to be an act of governmental overreach.
Bottom line, if that passes I will not be shopping in town and I will take notice and I can guarantee to
actively work towards your defeat come next election.
Tad Eley
Dear Mayor and City Council Members,
I am writing to let you know I am deeply disturbed by what I have heard concerning the possibility of
actually mandating mask wearing in the city of Silverton. We have recently moved here to get farther
away from the bigger cities for a number of reasons. More freedom is one of those reasons. It would be
a very big blunder to require the ridiculous mandate of mask wearing for workers or for shoppers in the
city of Silverton. I will not support this overreach of government. I was recently shopping in Portland
and refused to do business with any shop that required a mask. I will not hesitate to take my support
and tax dollars elsewhere if you mandate mask wearing. That should remain a choice for each individual
to make for themselves. The masks do more psychological damage than they do any physical help. In
addition, I will not vote for anyone that supports the overreach of government in any form. Do not
require masks for anyone anywhere for any reason.
Thank you,
Allison Eley
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I was very disappointed to hear that the Silverton City Council is considering a city wide ordinance to
mandate mask wearing.
I was a resident of Silverton for 14 years before recently moving outside of the city limits and on to a
farm. I still consider Silverton my home base and I support local economy by doing a large portion of my
spending (for a family of 7) in Silverton.
I sincerely hope that the council will gather and analyze Covid statistics locally and across Oregon. I
sincerely hope that the council will research and discuss the numerous "other" publications and
testimonies of scientists and doctors and health organizations regarding mask wearing. I sincerely hope
that a poll of local business will be conducted to find out if they are in favor of Silverton government
interfering with their businesses beyond the already very restrictive plan (in comparison to other states
with similar Covid cases), as laid out by our governor. I sincerely hope that a poll will be conducted to
find out if the citizens of Silverton, that the council is a representative of, are in favor of such a
measure. I sincerely hope, that an honest assessment of how already struggling businesses will fare
when people, like myself, will no longer shop in Silverton if such a mandate is passed.
In many ways, this is a community that I no longer recognize. It seems that in an effort to be politically
correct, to appease an outspoken minority, out of fear because business are being bashing and
boycotted by groups such as Silverton Safe, and outright bullying of opposing and more conservative
viewpoints, that this has become a town of intolerance. This ordinance is just another example of how
extreme and carried away things have gotten. I am very disappointed and saddened by what is
happening in Silverton.
Emily Kelly
In regards to the potential ordinance that would require all persons to wear a face covering when in any
Silverton business (both customers and employees),
As a long-time Silverton resident, a parent of a SFSD child, a former employee within the Silver Falls
school district, and as a former employee of a local restaurant/business, my family and I WILL NOT
comply with this requirement, whatsoever. In no way, shape or form, will I be purchasing from ANY
business that requires face masks. This is unconstitutional and unnecessary. People should have their
own liberty to choose to wear a mask or not as they wish.
Kindly,
Samantha High
Mayor Palmer,
Thank you for your leadership during some of the craziest times. While I do not personally know you, I
have appreciated your leadership and comments that I have read on Facebook.
I feel compelled to write in today about the face masks that may possibly be required for Silverton. I
understand this may be coming up for consideration and I have deep concerns over this issue.
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I am sure you will receive multiple responses and this seems to be a hot button topic but I wanted to
send one in from my perspective, some things to possibly consider.
I have 3 doctors and multiple nurses in my family. Even they cannot come to an agreement on this
subject, although most say that they do not do much good. When out in public, watching people
constantly touching their face, that they are doing much more harm than good. My own son, had to take
a FULL course on how to wear PPE equipment and when he is with me and sees people with masks on or
what they deem as a mask (tshirts, bandanas, etc) he just shakes his head and laughs, telling me how
they are “doing it all wrong”. Touching your face is much more of an issue. I would urge you talk with
MANY medical professionals, not just people who want this because they are fearful. One of my dear
friends is a nurse here in Silverton. She said that she and her colleagues just cannot figure out how
people think that 1) they are wearing them correctly 2) they cannot stop touching their faces 3) She said
that at work, they themselves wouldn’t even wear them right now if they didn’t have to. She said they
all just kind of laugh it off. She said the makeshift masks, like bandanas and coffee filters, and
homemade ones and people pulling up their shirts over their faces are a joke. She even saw a person at
the store this last week using a lid from a pot over their face! I saw man at the gym this week, wearing a
t-shirt tied over his face.
The CDC and WHO are arguing not only about the use of the masks, but how long the virus can live,
where it lives and what surfaces it lives on. There is NO consensus on this topic whatsoever.
On a personal level, for the first time in my life, I had, what I will call asthma attack from wearing a mask
for 3 hours at the graduation ceremony the other night. ( I do not have asthma nor have I ever and I
have no health issues or breathing issues). I happily put one on ( as I was in charge of the event and I
was willing to anything to make sure those kids were honored). But by the time I got home, I was a few
minutes away from heading to the ER. Thankfully my son had an inhaler that helped. Needless to say, it
was a terrifying experience and I will NOT be wearing a mask again. I am a faithful hand washer, as are
the rest of my family and I believe that and good nutrition etc. plays a much bigger part in keeping us
healthy. We cannot legislate that thought, can we. This is something that should not be required of
people. We need to allow people to make their own choices.
I try my very best to keep all my shopping to Silverton, especially now! I have a large family and would
be much cheaper to shop in Salem, but I am a firm believe in giving back to our local places. I am sorry to
say this, but I would be taking all my business to Salem or surrounding areas if this is passed. I sincerely
hope this does not come across as a threat, as that is not my intention. I just want you to understand all
sides of the issue and know the possible outcomes. Silverton businesses will suffer if this is
implemented. I know a lot of people who feel the same way.
Again, on a personal level, I am a regular client at Anytime Fitness. I have been a big proponent of
exercise all my life. Can you imagine wearing a mask to work out and run in? I would have to give up my
membership as well.
I think it is time to let people start making their own decisions about these things instead of trying to
impose ordinances on them. We are a nation divided right now, unfortunately and I believe that people
are inherently good and want what is best for others and are more than capable of making these choices
for themselves. Businesses should also be allowed to make their own choices for their employees and
customers.
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I do not envy people in leadership right now, but I give them all my respect, these are difficult times and
unprecedented. I can promise you this, I will pray for you and I believe that is better than anything else I
can do for you and those in leadership.
Thank you for taking the time to read my input.
Sincerely,
Shawna Snyder
Kyle and Council Members:
I don't get down to Silverton as much as I'd like to, but when I do, I like to patronize establishments
owned by high school friends and friends I haven't met yet. I support small, locally owned businesses as
much as possible. I may have lived in other parts of the state for the last 30 plus years, but Silverton will
always be my hometown.
I write this to implore you to not pass this ordinance. If passed, I will not, at least for the
foreseeable future, patronize Silverton's local businesses. You see, I am asthmatic, which may not seem
like much, but let me fill you in. For whatever reason, my trachea and lungs like to go into overdrive on
a daily basis and produce excessive amounts of phlegm, which causes me to constantly clear my throat
and / or cough. It makes breathing on a normal basis a bit labored.
A facemask quickly becomes lined with excessive moisture and which causes my already challenged
breathing to become more laborious as I try to force air through a moisture laden fabric. Think of taking
a damp towel and holding it over your nose and mouth, then try breathing. This is the case for pretty
much any type of facemask I wear, outside of an N95, which needs to be saved for the medical
community in my opinion.
So, being forced to wear a facemask just to go patronize an establishment is not in my best interest. I
know there are a lot of people who are in favor of the ordinance, which is their right. It is a topic of
great debate and I am sure you will receive passionate testimony from both sides. You have a very
difficult decision before you. No matter which path you as a governing body take, you will either be
villainous or heroic. I will respect whichever path you take; just know that there are many who will not
patronize Silverton businesses for a multitude of reasons, which may negatively affect the already
struggling businesses of Silverton. The ball is in your court.
Respectfully,
Bob Murtha
SUHS Class of 84
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This has gone entirely too far. To require masks everywhere in Silverton is the death of our great town.
We have two businesses in this town, and are huge supporters of our great community. Myself and
many other people I know will be taking all of our business somewhere else. Also considering moving
away from here. I don’t go to Costco anymore because of this completely ridiculous requirement.
Someone needs to stop drinking the kool aid, and this mask suggestion needs to disappear. I will not,
and 95% of the people I know will not do business in this town. Please consider this, time to move on
from this Covid hoax anyhow!
Scott Brandt
My vote is no on requiring masks being worn when entering Silverton businesses..it among other thing
become quite confrontational...Thank you
Mike Bothum
Mr. Palmer,
I’d like voice my opinion regarding an ordinance that would require all persons to wear face masks in
any Silverton business.
First of all, I would like to ask how you plan on re enforcing this? Not allowing persons who decline to
wear a mask be asked to leave? Forcing our citizens to not shop local and to shop in surrounding areas
instead? Have law enforcement handle the situation? That would be a waste of our officers time and
our tax money.
Secondly, how do you propose our restaurants enforce this? I’m not sure about you, but I find eating
and drinking very difficult with a mask over your mouth and nose. If you choose to say ANY business in
your statement, you can’t go back and make exceptions for only some businesses and not others.
Lastly, and my biggest question, how can allow and support a mass gathering on public property,
(that no permit was requested to do so)that broke all social distancing requirements one week, then
have a council meeting to put an ordinance on our community to wear masks against their will the next
week?
In conclusion, we already have rules and regulations put into place by a higher government than
you. Let’s follow those rules and not take things overboard. Let our citizens choose for themselves what
is right for them. Whether that be wearing a mask in public places, dining out, shopping in stores and
not online, protesting in mass gatherings, or not. Let’s not hurt our community with more restrictions.
We’ve been through enough.
Thank you,
Cara Lipps
P.S. Feel free contact me if you feel necessary.
To Whom It May Concern,
I have recently learned of the City Council meeting scheduled for June 8th to discuss a possible
ordinance in Silverton to require all patrons of businesses within Silverton wear masks. I am writing to
respectfully voice my concern for the customers and the businesses should this ordinance pass. I forsee
that customers from not only Silverton but surrounding areas may choose to shop elsewhere. Thus
causing more undo hardship to the local businesses. Businesses can only survive if they have customers
coming in to purchase their goods and services.
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While many people understand that this virus has had detrimental consequences to many with
underlying health issues it has not proven to be as severe as originally thought. When reviewing the
Oregon Health Authorities statistics it is clear that the number of hospitalizations for the state have
been very low and the cases of positive tests and deaths are also very low, while the recovery rate is
very high.
I feel that it is time to start pursuing the truth and encouraging people of Silverton and surrounding area
to move past this fear based panic pandemic and to start back to comfortably shopping all across the
shops of Silverton. This can't be done unfortunately if Silverton continues to push this unbased panic
and requires all customers to wear masks to shop in Silverton. I would unfortunately choose to shop in
Molalla or Woodburn should this ordinace pass. So respectfully request that this ordinance not pass so I
can continue to enjoy supporting the shops in Silverton.
Respectfully,
Mary Bails
Source: https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
I wanted to write and express my opposition to creating a law in silverton that requires wearing masks.
There are hundreds of reasons why this is a bad idea, but I will focus on MY primary reason and hope
others express points on the rest.
I have a personal issue in that I CAN NOT wear a mask. In fact I can’t have anything in my face. It causes
me anxiety that makes functioning nearly impossible after only a few seconds. This is so bad that my
wife is convinced it will kill me. I have a severe case of sleep apnea, in fact it is so bad that my Dr actually
said he was somewhat surprised I was still alive. I stop breathing constantly and sometimes for
dangerous amounts of time while I sleep. There is a treatment available that is simple and effective but I
can not take part in that treatment because it requires wearing a mask while I sleep. I am risking death
every night because of this. If masks are required in silverton it would mean I could no longer spend my
money locally which is something I do often. The only way around that would be to require proof from
those of us who have medical issues. I for one am not a fan of making all of my medical ailments public.
This would be a gross invasion of privacy and an extreme overstep of power. I appreciate that the
council is looking into ways to protect Silvertons population but this is not the way to do it. I am happy
to speak on this if it comes to that, and am willing to publicly state my own medical issue so others don’t
have to, but I urge you all to consider the large number of problems with this, not the least of which
being the tens of thousands of dollars that will be spent elsewhere, hurting our local businesses, if this
passes.
Thanks for your consideration.
Eric D Rappe’
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City Counsel Members:
Just a quick email with my input for the meeting scheduled for Monday, June 8, 2020. I find it absolutely
ridiculous that the city would try to step in and require masks. The thought of it has me so worked up!!
I am one of the individuals that due to health issues can not and will not wear a mask. There are many
of us and it seems as though little thought has been given to these situations. Are you trying to kill off
our little town completely?? Our hospital is slowly going broke from lack of business and is furloughing
employees. You would be forcing many of us to shop out of town, is that what you want? Have you
even considered the number of cases in Silverton? Yes, we are Marion County but Silverton is not where
the cases of COVID-19 are. What's the point of suddenly considering this? It makes absolutely no sense
at all!! Please get all the medical facts before you require mask wearing and force our town's businesses
into bankruptcy from lack of business. I'm in shock that the city is even considering this!!!
Thank you!
Vickie Brandt
I would like to respectfully give my opinion on the discussion about making the wearing of face masks
mandatory at every business in Silverton.
It is controversial as to whether masks are effective at stopping the spread of Covid-19. By requiring
everyone shopping in Silverton to wear a mask, you will put another nail in the coffins of the businesses
in town. Lots of people in Silverton and the outlying areas will go elsewhere to shop. Also, people
passing through to the Falls, or the Oregon Gardens, or just enjoying our beautiful town will not shop
the small businesses, as it will be a hassle for them.
I know there are people who will applaud this, but I believe it will ultimately cause many more to shop
elsewhere, and our small businesses will not survive.
Another point to be addressed is that this sounds like even businesses that do not deal with the public
directly will have to wear masks. So, a small business that has no public interaction will be required to
wear masks, even if they live together and/or are social distancing.
By the way, I wear a face mask when I shop, but I believe people should be allowed to make their own
choice.
Sincerely,
Sherry Palmer
Greetings
As a long time Silverton Family Physician and independent practice owner I wanted to add comment to
the City Council discussion on mandatory face coverings for all businesses. I feel its important to look at
science, public health data, and current local trends to guide the discussion and make sound decisions.
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At the start of the pandemic, CDC estimated a possible infection fatality rate of over 3%. At that rate
millions of people worldwide would die of COVID19. As we now have further data over time, the CDC
has adjusted the estimate to between 0.2-0.4%.
IFR of Influenza is about 0.1%. The infection is most worrisome in the elderly, especially the nursing
home population. Across the US the deaths from nursing home patients approach 50% of the total
deaths. (Slightly higher percentage of the Oregon deaths). The original projections guided
recommendations to stay home, social distance and use face masks/hand washing. The science behind
how these measures mitigated the virus is still playing out and we will learn more as the data is
collected.
The issue of masking has become a polarizing topic, but if we look at the incidence and prevalence of
COVID 19 in our state and local community, comparisons to a normal influenza year, modes of
transmission and the effectiveness of face coverings preventing spread of aerosols, then a responsible
decision can be made.
There is concern about asymptomatic individuals unknowingly spreading virus and thus, if we mask
everyone this threat will be eliminated or at least suppressed. While this may be helpful in an area of
high incidence/prevalence, it falls apart in an area where there is little incidence of infection. There’s
concern that we aren't testing everyone, so there may be more infection than what is reported. There
is a relatively constant, small percentage of COVID19 patients that end up with severe disease or die. If
there were large populations of asymptomatic people spreading the virus and not tested, the numbers
would be reflected by higher ER utilization, hospitalizations and deaths.
These are all decreasing.
Every winter we have outbreaks of Influenza. Its spread is like all other respiratory viruses. We have a
vaccine. There are a few medications to help but not cure the infections. We mitigate the flu every year
by self isolation when symptomatic, hand washing, covering coughs etc. In 2018 there were 530
deaths from influenza, in 2017 573 deaths. Currently there are 161 total deaths from COVID19.
We don’t recommend universal masking for influenza.
The mode of transmission has been generally felt to be from respiratory droplets. Masking would help
prevent the droplets if someone were infectious and coughing or sneezing. Aerosolized viral particles
are very small. Almost all face coverings including paper surgical masks due not contain viral particles
that small. N95 respirators are the gold standard but must be fit tested and properly used to be
effective.
We are very fortunate to live in a state with very low COVID19. This allows us to have a different
discussion than we would have it we were in NYC. Our COVID19 hospitalizations are minimal and going
down. The slight increased number of positive cases are predictable with more testing yet still at a low
daily rate.
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With consideration of all the data and current trending, adding mandatory facemasking would do very
little to affect the incidence of COVID19 in our community
My advice is use the same universal precautions for any respiratory illness. Stay home if you’re ill, wash
hands frequently, avoid touching your face, cough in your elbow and stay away from vulnerable
people.
Links for reference.
https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/planning-scenarios.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/04/commentary-masks-all-covid-19-not-basedsound-data
https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/modes-of-transmission-of-virus-causing-covid19-implications-for-ipc-precaution-recommendations
https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonCOVID19PublicHealthIndicators/COVID-19Burden
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/COMMUNICABLEDISEASE/DISEASESURVEILLAN
CEDATA/INFLUENZA/Documents/data/Season2018-19.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/flu_pneumonia_mortality/flu_pneumonia.htm
Sincerely
Rob Rosborough MD
TownshipHealth DPC
To whom it concerns,
After reading about the upcoming work session to discuss making masks required at all businesses in
Silverton I felt compelled to send my thoughts.
We have a wide range of businesses, locations where these businesses reside, and types of interactions
that happen at these businesses. I don’t believe that a one size fits all policy of requiring everyone to
wear a mask at all businesses is the right move. There are many businesses that have the ability to
operate and maintain social distancing.
I believe that by requiring everyone to wear a mask at all businesses there will be unintended
consequences. I think you see many people take their business out of town further harming the small
business owners of Silverton.
I fear that we will continue to see business go under and not be able to reopen when this has passed.
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I understand wanting to be careful but even with being in phase 1 there has not been a major increase
in cases or deaths in Oregon.
There just isn’t enough of a need or evidence that requiring everyone to wear a mask is warranted. Not
to mention the some people have health conditions that make wearing masks difficult.
Lastly I think by requiring masks it would be just one more think that divides the residents of Silverton.
It’s already bad enough with people with opinions on both sides going back and forth on social media
calling each other names.
Thank you
Tom Senter
Silverton Resident since 2008

Dear Silverton City Council,
My name is Barb Rivoli. I am an active citizen and employee at a business in
Silverton.
I DO NOT WANT AN ORDINANCE THAT MANDATES THAT MASKS MUST
BE WORN BY ALL BUSINESS EMPLOYEES & CUSTOMERS!
Here is why:
The CDC recom m ends wearing a Face Mask but does not require it. The
(7) Studies that they use to back-up this recommendation has nothing to do
with how a mask helps stop the transmission of the virus. The studies only
present information that the virus may be spread when a person is
asymptomatic. Here is the link for you to research it your
self: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/clothface-cover.html
Also the CDC states that wearing a cloth face mask may protect others and it
may protect you. They do not say it "will."
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Also according to the CDC: "The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person."
There is no science-backed data yet to support how this virus spreads - it's all conjecture right
now.

Why would Silverton require it if the CDC does not require it?
What we do know (science-backed data) is that wearing masks can harm both
our bodies and our minds:
Check out this article about the harmful effects of wearing a mask on the
body:
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https://www.technocracy.news/blaylock-face-masks-pose-serious-risks-to-thehealthy/
Here are the list of references and studies to back up the data in this article:
bin-Reza F et al. The use of mask and respirators to prevent transmission of influenza: A
systematic review of the scientific evidence. Resp Viruses 2012;6(4):257-67.
Zhu JH et al. Effects of long-duration wearing of N95 respirator and surgical facemask: a pilot
study. J Lung Pulm Resp Res 2014:4:97-100.
Ong JJY et al. Headaches associated with personal protective equipment- A cross-sectional
study among frontline healthcare workers during COVID-19. Headache 2020;60(5):864-877.
Bader A et al. Preliminary report on surgical mask induced deoxygenation during major surgery.
Neurocirugia 2008;19:12-126.
Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively regulates Th1 function. J
Immunol 2015;195:1372-1376.
Westendorf AM et al. Hypoxia enhances immunosuppression by inhibiting CD4+ effector T cell
function and promoting Treg activity. Cell Physiol Biochem 2017;41:1271-84.
Sceneay J et al. Hypoxia-driven immunosuppression contributes to the pre-metastatic niche.
Oncoimmunology 2013;2:1 e22355.
Blaylock RL. Immunoexcitatory mechanisms in glioma proliferation, invasion and occasional
metastasis. Surg Neurol Inter 2013;4:15.
Aggarwal BB. Nucler factor-kappaB: The enemy within. Cancer Cell 2004;6:203-208.
Savransky V et al. Chronic intermittent hypoxia induces atherosclerosis. Am J Resp Crit Care
Med 2007;175:1290-1297.
Baig AM et al. Evidence of the COVID-19 virus targeting the CNS: Tissue distribution, host-virus
interaction, and proposed neurotropic mechanisms. ACS Chem Neurosci 2020;11:7:995-998.
Wu Y et al. Nervous system involvement after infection with COVID-19 and other coronaviruses.
Brain Behavior, and Immunity, In press.
Perlman S et al. Spread of a neurotropic murine coronavirus into the CNS via the trigeminal and
olfactory nerves. Virology 1989;170:556-560.

Here is an interesting and science-based article about both the physical &
emotional effects (and inefficacy) of wearing masks for protection:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4868614/
The author lists 10 publications to back-up her statements.
Here is some information on how wearing cotton fabric face masks (which is
what I see most people wearing) can cause some serious health issues:
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Here is the link to the full article: https://remake.world/stories/news/thereare-hidden-chemicals-in-ourclothing/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwwr32BRD4ARIsAAJNf_1a50FEothZoZPGioONXinGsTYP3yHzUCUtKovkKHyUwpdZFSHnbEaAgPYEALw_wcB
If you do decide to move forward with an ordinance, please be aware that
there is a correct way to wear a Cloth/Fabric Face Mask as well as what the
Cloth Face Mask needs to be made of (3-layers with 3 different types of
fabric) and what to do when you put it in on and take it off. Otherwise, the
effect that you want is null. If you are truly creating an ordinance from the
belief that it will prevent people from getting the virus ie., those you come
into contact with, then follow that belief and the proper use requirements.
Please watch the following video put out by the World Health Organization:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advicefor-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks
By mandating that all business employees and customers wear masks, also
means providing the required equipment for the employees & customers to
effectively keep the virus, if they have it, contained and to not infect anyone
else. This means the following:
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*All employees & customers must wear a 3-layer fabric mask to effectively
contain any droplets of the virus.
*Before putting on the mask, cleaning the hands with an alcohol based rub or
soap & water wash is required.
*The mask itself MUST never be touched by the hands. Keep fingers on the
elastic bands to put on the mask and to take it off. *Signs about how to
properly put the mask on & take it off for proper education is a good idea.
*If at anytime you touch the mask, it is now contaminated and ineffective.
Time to start over by washing your hands in an alcohol rub or soap & water,
remove the mask and put it in a plastic ziploc container. This mask can be reused after it is washed but only by that employee. Put on a new mask but
first wash your hands in an alcohol rib or soap & water.
*Employees will need more than 1-mask per shift or work day, unless they do
not ever touch their mask while wearing it or take it off during the work day.
*Customers will need to be provided with 3-layer masks. Most likely they will
need more than one, unless they are very good at not touching their mask.
*An employee will be needed to make sure no customers touch their masks.
If they do, they need to follow the correct procedures stated above for taking
it off and putting on a new one.
*Masks MUST NEVER BE SHARED. Therefore any customer masks cannot be
returned to the business.
With all these procedures, wearing a mask is still not effective unless you
keep at least 3 feet (1-meter) away from other people. If not, than wearing
the mask is ineffective too.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please ask,
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Thank you for you time in reading my entire email.
Blessings to you & all of your families,
Barb Rivoli
Dear City Council Members:
I do not believe that it should be a city policy to require face coverings for the public at any retail,
business or city-owned facilities. Also, I believe each business should be allowed to implement their own
face covering policy (besides those required by the Governor, hair salons, etc.). We have been in lock
down (slowly re-opening) for the last 3 months and the State of Oregon has not required this. We should
be continuing to take all the precautions that are recommended for any flu season (distancing, washing
your hands and not touching your face); but to require all citizens to wear masks to any business or
establishment in Silverton, at this point in my opinion, is totally unnecessary. Many people have a
problem with covering nose and mouth and for some it could be dangerous.
Respectfully,
Helen Rady
Silverton City Council and Mayor,
I was notified that you are having a work session to discuss the potential for an ordinance that would
require all persons to wear a face covering when in any Silverton business (both customers and
employees). I do not live in Silverton but the close neighboring town of Aumsville. My family and I was
just in Silverton enjoying the reservoir and pizza from The Old Oak Oven last Wednesday so I wanted to
chime in on this work session. Requiring the masses to wear a face covering vs allowing people to make
health decisions for oneself is setting a precedent that I do not think the City of Silverton needs to start.
People have been making health decisions for themselves since the beginning of time. It’s great that it
makes some people feel warm and fuzzy but unless the City of Silverton wants to give out N95’s to it’s
citizens and give them a lesson on how to properly wear them then I do not think you should be
mandating something that is arguably unnecessary and potentially useless. At what point will you stop
mandating health decisions? Your advice should you choose to give any should be that people should
use them if they choose to, but they should NOT be mandatory. You could also focus on basic hygiene
and not touch our face when we can avoid it. Those are things that can make a difference, not relying on
compulsory use of face coverings. I will not go to Silverton should this mandate be passed as I do not go
to any stores/places that require face coverings.
Tammy Bennett
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To the city council,
As Silverton residents, we would like to voice our objection to an ordinance requiring masks in stores.
First of all, this oversteps your authority. Chapter II section 4 of the Silverton City charter state your
powers and this mandate would exceed those powers. Secondly, as stated in your work packet no other
entities in Oregon require this. Silverton should not be the first. Thirdly, enforcement would be
impractical at best and oppressive at worst. Fourthly, there is no way for you to insure that masks being
worn are being sterilized between uses or that they are fitting properly. Also there is no hard evidence
that they are effective in preventing covid. Also, are you willing to be sued if someone does get covid
even while wearing masks in town? Are you willing to be sued for trying to enforce this? Are the police
in our town willing to arrest residents of Silverton for not wearing masks? And are the businesses
downtown willing to lose business over this? We certainly would never shop in a business with this type
of requirement.
Lastly this would open a huge can of worms. We already have a city divided over this issue. People are
angry. Let the citizens make up their own minds.
Sincerely,
David and Mary Carrillo
Dear Silverton City Council,
I am a bit dismayed that you are considering a requirement to have people wear face coverings in our
businesses. I believe taking the rights away from the people of Silverton to make a choice is not one of
your elected duties. I wear a mask in public but that’s my choice. If my neighbor does not want to wear a
mask that is his or her right. If a business requires a mask then I can make a choice if I want to shop
there but the city is way overstepping with this ordinance to require all people who visit our Silverton
businesses wear a mask. Please don’t impose your personal views for our city, listen to your
constituency.
Sincerely
Morry Jones
Dear Silverton City Council,
My name is Jamie Runion. I am an active citizen and entrepreneur in Silverton.
I DO NOT WANT AN ORDINANCE THAT MANDATES THAT MASKS MUST BE WORN BY ALL BUSINESS
EMPLOYEES & CUSTOMERS!
Here is why:
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The CDC recommends wearing a Face Mask but does not require it. The (7) Studies that they use to
back-up this recommendation has nothing to do with how a mask helps stop the transmission of the
virus. The studies only present information that the virus may be spread when a person is
asymptomatic. Here is the link for you to research it your self: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
Also the CDC states that wearing a cloth face mask may protect others and it may protect you. They do
not say it "will."
Also according to the CDC: "The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person."
There is no science-backed data yet to support how this virus spreads - it's all conjecture right now.
Why would Silverton require it if the CDC does not require it?
What we do know (science-backed data) is that wearing masks can harm both our bodies and our minds:
Check out this article about the harmful effects of wearing a mask on the body:
https://www.technocracy.news/blaylock-face-masks-pose-serious-risks-to-the-healthy/
Here are the list of references and studies to back up the data in this article:
bin-Reza F et al. The use of mask and respirators to prevent transmission of influenza: A systematic
review of the scientific evidence. Resp Viruses 2012;6(4):257-67.
Zhu JH et al. Effects of long-duration wearing of N95 respirator and surgical facemask: a pilot study. J
Lung Pulm Resp Res 2014:4:97-100.
Ong JJY et al. Headaches associated with personal protective equipment- A cross-sectional study among
frontline healthcare workers during COVID-19. Headache 2020;60(5):864-877.
Bader A et al. Preliminary report on surgical mask induced deoxygenation during major surgery.
Neurocirugia 2008;19:12-126.
Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively regulates Th1 function. J Immunol
2015;195:1372-1376.
Westendorf AM et al. Hypoxia enhances immunosuppression by inhibiting CD4+ effector T cell function
and promoting Treg activity. Cell Physiol Biochem 2017;41:1271-84.
Sceneay J et al. Hypoxia-driven immunosuppression contributes to the pre-metastatic niche.
Oncoimmunology 2013;2:1 e22355.
Blaylock RL. Immunoexcitatory mechanisms in glioma proliferation, invasion and occasional metastasis.
Surg Neurol Inter 2013;4:15.
Aggarwal BB. Nucler factor-kappaB: The enemy within. Cancer Cell 2004;6:203-208.
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Savransky V et al. Chronic intermittent hypoxia induces atherosclerosis. Am J Resp Crit Care Med
2007;175:1290-1297.
Baig AM et al. Evidence of the COVID-19 virus targeting the CNS: Tissue distribution, host-virus
interaction, and proposed neurotropic mechanisms. ACS Chem Neurosci 2020;11:7:995-998.
Wu Y et al. Nervous system involvement after infection with COVID-19 and other coronaviruses. Brain
Behavior, and Immunity, In press.
Perlman S et al. Spread of a neurotropic murine coronavirus into the CNS via the trigeminal and
olfactory nerves. Virology 1989;170:556-560.
Here is an interesting and science-based article about both the physical & emotional effects (and
inefficacy) of wearing masks for protection:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4868614/
The author lists 10 publications to back-up her statements.
Here is some information on how wearing cotton fabric face masks (which is what I see most people
wearing) can cause some serious health issues:
Here is the link to the full article: https://remake.world/stories/news/there-are-hidden-chemicals-inour-clothing/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwwr32BRD4ARIsAAJNf_1a50FEothZoZPGioONXinGsTYP3yHzUCUtKovkKHyUwpdZFSHnbEaAgPYEALw_wcB
If you do decide to move forward with an ordinance, please be aware that there is a correct way to wear
a Cloth/Fabric Face Mask as well as what the Cloth Face Mask needs to be made of (3-layers with 3
different types of fabric) and what to do when you put it in on and take it off. Otherwise, the effect that
you want is null. If you are truly creating an ordinance from the belief that it will prevent people from
getting the virus ie., those you come into contact with, then follow that belief and the proper use
requirements. Please watch the following video put out by the World Health Organization:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-howto-use-masks
By mandating that all business employees and customers wear masks, also means providing the
required equipment for the employees & customers to effectively keep the virus, if they have it,
contained and to not infect anyone else. This means the following:
*All employees & customers must wear a 3-layer fabric mask to effectively contain any droplets of the
virus.
*Before putting on the mask, cleaning the hands with an alcohol based rub or soap & water wash is
required.
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*The mask itself MUST never be touched by the hands. Keep fingers on the elastic bands to put on the
mask and to take it off. *Signs about how to properly put the mask on & take it off for proper education
is a good idea.
*If at anytime you touch the mask, it is now contaminated and ineffective. Time to start over by washing
your hands in an alcohol rub or soap & water, remove the mask and put it in a plastic ziploc container.
This mask can be re-used after it is washed but only by that employee. Put on a new mask but first wash
your hands in an alcohol rib or soap & water.
*Employees will need more than 1-mask per shift or work day, unless they do not ever touch their mask
while wearing it or take it off during the work day.
*Customers will need to be provided with 3-layer masks. Most likely they will need more than one,
unless they are very good at not touching their mask.
*An employee will be needed to make sure no customers touch their masks. If they do, they need to
follow the correct procedures stated above for taking it off and putting on a new one.
*Masks MUST NEVER BE SHARED. Therefore any customer masks cannot be returned to the business.
With all these procedures, wearing a mask is still not effective unless you keep at least 3 feet (1-meter)
away from other people. If not, then wearing the mask is ineffective too.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please ask,
Thank you for your time in reading my entire email.
Blessings,
Jamie Runion
My name is Michelle Rieskamp. I am an active citizen in Silverton.
I DO NOT WANT AN ORDINANCE THAT MANDATES THAT MASKS MUST BE WORN BY ALL BUSINESS
EMPLOYEES & CUSTOMERS!
Here is why:
The CDC recommends wearing a Face Mask but does not require it. The (7) Studies that they use to
back-up this recommendation has nothing to do with how a mask helps stop the transmission of the
virus. The studies only present information that the virus may be spread when a person is
asymptomatic. Here is the link for you to research it your self: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html
Also the CDC states that wearing a cloth face mask may protect others and it may protect you. They do
not say it "will."
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Also according to the CDC: "The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person."
There is no science-backed data yet to support how this virus spreads - it's all conjecture right now.
Why would Silverton require it if the CDC does not require it?
What we do know (science-backed data) is that wearing masks can harm both our bodies and our minds:
Check out this article about the harmful effects of wearing a mask on the body:
https://www.technocracy.news/blaylock-face-masks-pose-serious-risks-to-the-healthy/
Here are the list of references and studies to back up the data in this article:
bin-Reza F et al. The use of mask and respirators to prevent transmission of influenza: A systematic
review of the scientific evidence. Resp Viruses 2012;6(4):257-67.
Zhu JH et al. Effects of long-duration wearing of N95 respirator and surgical facemask: a pilot study. J
Lung Pulm Resp Res 2014:4:97-100.
Ong JJY et al. Headaches associated with personal protective equipment- A cross-sectional study among
frontline healthcare workers during COVID-19. Headache 2020;60(5):864-877.
Bader A et al. Preliminary report on surgical mask induced deoxygenation during major surgery.
Neurocirugia 2008;19:12-126.
Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively regulates Th1 function. J Immunol
2015;195:1372-1376.
Westendorf AM et al. Hypoxia enhances immunosuppression by inhibiting CD4+ effector T cell function
and promoting Treg activity. Cell Physiol Biochem 2017;41:1271-84.
Sceneay J et al. Hypoxia-driven immunosuppression contributes to the pre-metastatic niche.
Oncoimmunology 2013;2:1 e22355.
Blaylock RL. Immunoexcitatory mechanisms in glioma proliferation, invasion and occasional metastasis.
Surg Neurol Inter 2013;4:15.
Aggarwal BB. Nucler factor-kappaB: The enemy within. Cancer Cell 2004;6:203-208.
Savransky V et al. Chronic intermittent hypoxia induces atherosclerosis. Am J Resp Crit Care Med
2007;175:1290-1297.
Baig AM et al. Evidence of the COVID-19 virus targeting the CNS: Tissue distribution, host-virus
interaction, and proposed neurotropic mechanisms. ACS Chem Neurosci 2020;11:7:995-998.
Wu Y et al. Nervous system involvement after infection with COVID-19 and other coronaviruses. Brain
Behavior, and Immunity, In press.
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Perlman S et al. Spread of a neurotropic murine coronavirus into the CNS via the trigeminal and
olfactory nerves. Virology 1989;170:556-560.
Here is an interesting and science-based article about both the physical & emotional effects (and
inefficacy) of wearing masks for protection:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4868614/
The author lists 10 publications to back-up her statements.
Here is some information on how wearing cotton fabric face masks (which is what I see most people
wearing) can cause some serious health issues:
Here is the link to the full article: https://remake.world/stories/news/there-are-hidden-chemicals-inour-clothing/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwwr32BRD4ARIsAAJNf_1a50FEothZoZPGioONXinGsTYP3yHzUCUtKovkKHyUwpdZFSHnbEaAgPYEALw_wcB
If you do decide to move forward with an ordinance, please be aware that there is a correct way to wear
a Cloth/Fabric Face Mask as well as what the Cloth Face Mask needs to be made of (3-layers with 3
different types of fabric) and what to do when you put it in on and take it off. Otherwise, the effect that
you want is null. If you are truly creating an ordinance from the belief that it will prevent people from
getting the virus ie., those you come into contact with, then follow that belief and the proper use
requirements. Please watch the following video put out by the World Health Organization:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-howto-use-masks
By mandating that all business employees and customers wear masks, also means providing the
required equipment for the employees & customers to effectively keep the virus, if they have it,
contained and to not infect anyone else. This means the following:
*All employees & customers must wear a 3-layer fabric mask to effectively contain any droplets of the
virus.
*Before putting on the mask, cleaning the hands with an alcohol based rub or soap & water wash is
required.
*The mask itself MUST never be touched by the hands. Keep fingers on the elastic bands to put on the
mask and to take it off. *Signs about how to properly put the mask on & take it off for proper education
is a good idea.
*If at anytime you touch the mask, it is now contaminated and ineffective. Time to start over by washing
your hands in an alcohol rub or soap & water, remove the mask and put it in a plastic ziploc container.
This mask can be re-used after it is washed but only by that employee. Put on a new mask but first wash
your hands in an alcohol rib or soap & water.
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*Employees will need more than 1-mask per shift or work day, unless they do not ever touch their mask
while wearing it or take it off during the work day.
*Customers will need to be provided with 3-layer masks. Most likely they will need more than one,
unless they are very good at not touching their mask.
*An employee will be needed to make sure no customers touch their masks. If they do, they need to
follow the correct procedures stated above for taking it off and putting on a new one.
*Masks MUST NEVER BE SHARED. Therefore any customer masks cannot be returned to the business.
With all these procedures, wearing a mask is still not effective unless you keep at least 3 feet (1-meter)
away from other people. If not, then wearing the mask is ineffective too.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please ask,
Thank you for your time in reading my entire email.
I am a 55 year old female and have only worn a face mask to Costco. Of course, the elderly and immune
challenged should make their own choice if they would like to wear one. I do not personally know
anyone that has contracted Covid19 and most people have mild symptoms and recover quickly.
Blessings to you & all of your families,
Michelle Rieskamp
I moved to this area to be a part of the Silverton community. My grandchildren go to school in the
district and have spent all their lives there. I now live in Mt. Angel and work in woodburn. I do all of my
shopping and extra activities in Silverton to support their businesses due to my love of the community.
However, due to the Corona virus I am forced to wear a mask at work. If I am forced to wear a mask in
an area that I go out of my way to support I will take my business elsewhere. I know this is not fair to the
business owners. I know they are ed not getting to decide if they want to force other people's choices
on to their customers. I understand the depth of Corna I understand people are afraid of the unknown
about it. I practice safety, however, I have breathing issues affecting my ability to wear a mask. If I am
going to be in the super market following all the proper procedures and spending the amount of money
I do I am not going to be forced to wear a mask for the hour or more that I am in the store shopping.
This is America Land of the Free. I have a right to have a choice. If you fee so strongly about the safety
behind Covid then make designated days for those who choose to shop with only ppl with masks. But
please don't cut off your nose to spite your face. Please remember why all our soldiers have fought all
these years. For exactly reasons such as this. The freedom to choose.
Sincerely
Cindy McGinnis
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I have heard that Silverton is discussing the issue of wearing masks at all times to do business. This is so
wrong. They do not work. Here is a link to just one
article. https://www.oralhealthgroup.com/features/face-masks-dont-work-revealing-review/
Another great article about cloth masks is the harm that they can do to your health. Here is the link to
read the whole article https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/5/4/e006577 And in case you do not read the
whole article, this is taken from it. (and the nurses were given 5 masks a day to wear so keep that in
mind):

Discussion
When we analyzed all mask-wearers including controls, the higher risk of cloth masks was seen for
laboratory-confirmed respiratory viral infection.
The physical properties of a cloth mask, reuse, the frequency and effectiveness of cleaning, and
increased moisture retention, may potentially increase the infection risk for HCWs. The virus may
survive on the surface of the facemasks,29 and modelling studies have quantified the contamination
levels of masks.30 Self-contamination through repeated use and improper doffing is possible. For
example, a contaminated cloth mask may transfer pathogen from the mask to the bare hands of the
wearer. We also showed that filtration was extremely poor (almost 0%) for the cloth masks.
Observations during SARS suggested double-masking and other practices increased the risk of infection
because of moisture, liquid diffusion and pathogen retention.31 These effects may be associated with
cloth masks.

Please, please, do not do this to Silverton. Many people will take their business elsewhere. I
have read it in comments that people will not stand for this. It will ruin the town.

A cluster randomised trial of cloth masks

compared with medical masks in healthcare
workers - bmjopen.bmj.com

Editor's Note The authors of this article, published in 2015, have written a
response to their work in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. We urge our
readers to consider ...
bmjopen.bmj.com
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Anita Mayhugh
To all it may concern:
I would like to voice my strong opposition to the implementation of any city-council mandated
ordinance requiring face coverings for patrons of private businesses. Chiefly among my reasons
is that the city council has no right to impose such an ordinance on its people engaged in private
commerce. These decisions should be made by the owner(s) and/or board of the business itself.
Even the latest guidance issued by the Governor, and published as OHA2288K, from June 3,
2020 explicitly states that businesses are free to choose to enact such a policy regarding
mandated face covering for their patrons, if and only if, they adequately post signage with the
requirements if they choose to implement such a policy and that the policy allows for the
following:
•

Provide exceptions to the policy to accommodate people with certain health conditions, or
children under two years of age.

•

Take into account that places of public accommodation must make reasonable modifications to
their policy to allow people with disabilities to access their services.

•

Take into account that requiring people to wear face coverings affects people differently including
people of color who may have heightened concerns about racial profiling and harassment due to
wearing face coverings in public.

•

Consider whether to provide face coverings for customers or visitors who do not have one.

There is no precedent for our city-council to mandate such a far-reaching policy on private
businesses.
If the coty-council wants to consider requiring face-covers in public buildings, such as the
library and city hall for example, then go for it. But it is NOT the place of city government to
impose face-covering mandates on private businesses and their patrons.
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Thank you for reading this and please add it to the public record.
Best regards,
Jamie Morrison
Silverton City CouncilI am writing to support a decision to implement an ordinance of requiring customers and employees to
wear facemasks/face-coverings when in a place of business in Silverton.
I support this ordinance as a citizen of Silverton, and as a Registered Nurse.
During this time of Covid-19, the wearing of a facemask shows that the wearer cares for the safety of
those around them.
As recently as of today, June 7th, there was a great increase in the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases
here in Oregon. Regardless of whether this is due to the increase in testing capabilities, this shows that
COVID-19 is still present and hasn't gone away. See the following from the OHA update.
June 7, 2020

Oregon reports 146 new confirmed and
presumptive COVID-19 cases, 1 new death
Today, the Oregon Health Authority reported 146 new confirmed and presumptive cases of
COVID-19, as well as the loss of one more life. This raises the state’s death toll to 164 and
the total number of cases to 4,808.
The new cases reported today are in the following counties: Clackamas (18), Deschutes (2),
Hood River (12), Lincoln (61), Linn (1), Marion (11), Multnomah (22), Umatilla (5), Wasco
(2), Washington (8), Yamhill (4).

At the Oregon State Hospital, since early on in the COVID19 pandemic, employees have been required to wear
masks, wether patients are present or not. This has been
instrumental in preventing staff from spreading COVID-19
to the patients. To date there have been zero cases of
COVID-19 among patients at the Oregon State Hospital.
The Oregon State Hospital has been an example for other
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State Hospitals to follow. I share this because the
ordinance you are considering falls in line with the practice
of OSH and has been shown to be effective.
The CDC has guidelines for businesses to follow when
considering reopening. One of the guidelines is to have
employees wear a face-covering. As a City Council it is
within your purview to create an ordinance to have patrons
of business do the same and it would fall in line with the
suggested guidelines of the CDC. Here is a
link: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/workplacedecision-tool.html

The CDC guidelines for those who are going out to "run errands", is to wear at least
cloth face-coverings. Here is the link: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/dailylife-coping/essential-goods-services.html
An ordinance issued by the Silverton City Council would be in alignment with the CDC
guidelines, it would promote public health and safety, and it would be another layer of
protection for those who are vulnerable.
Please implement this Ordinance for the safety of the citizens of and visitors to
Silverton.
Thank you,
Damion Blair
Dear Silverton City Council,
My name is Paige. I am an active citizen and own a business in Silverton.
I do not want an ordinance that mandates that masks must be worn by all business employees and
customers.
Here are my reasons:
Aside from the myriad of researched facts below, it is ridiculous to ask customers who have come to an
establishment to eat and drink to wear a mask. Obviously, one cannot eat and drink with that mask on.
Therefore, it must be removed. If it is removed at all, then it is useless.
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The small businesses of this city are already handicapped by operating at half capacity, limited seating,
and early shut-down times. Now, when we are weak, limping along, barely making our payments, if at
all… If you ask us to tell our customers they may not enter without a mask, we WILL lose some of those
who have ventured into our businesses, and honestly, we simply can NOT afford to lose any more. At
all.
I am pleading, begging you not to do this.
Below are facts and data to support my plea.
Please read and research it all.
The CDC recommends wearing a Face Mask but does not require it. The (7) Studies that they use to
back-up this recommendation has nothing to do with how a mask helps stop the transmission of the
virus. The studies only present information that the virus may be spread when a person is
asymptomatic. Here is the link for you to research it your self:
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_coronavirus_20192Dncov_prevent-2Dgetting-2Dsick_cloth-2Dface2Dcover.html&d=DwIFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOfv5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=4ykHqBl0J88qJQB_O1oDgZpwYIx1dpWyfkJNpxxS_I8&m=wy_YUAiRyRsFvsgn44pslv5ldIEf8CuJZR0S-UcxD0&s=PVjnBxHACYUqfQI34Z9O4P3ogLPNaDQ6QEtihi4qcII&e=
Also the CDC states that wearing a cloth face mask may protect others and it may protect you. They do
not say it "will."
Also according to the CDC: "The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person."
There is no science-backed data yet to support how this virus spreads - it's all conjecture right now.
Why would Silverton require it if the CDC does not require it?
What we do know (science-backed data) is that wearing masks can harm both our bodies and our minds:
Check out this article about the harmful effects of wearing a mask on the body:
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.technocracy.news_blaylock-2Dface2Dmasks-2Dpose-2Dserious-2Drisks-2Dto-2Dthe2Dhealthy_&d=DwIFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOfv5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=4ykHqBl0J88qJQB_O1oDgZpwYIx1dpWyfkJNpxxS_I8&m=wy_YUAiRyRsFvsgn44pslv5ldIEf8CuJZR0S-UcxD0&s=O2ZWW4hwFjJjyD548XLamZTuKfQDQxl6-6V9lcRlm0I&e=
Here are the list of references and studies to back up the data in this article:
bin-Reza F et al. The use of mask and respirators to prevent transmission of influenza: A systematic
review of the scientific evidence. Resp Viruses 2012;6(4):257-67.
Zhu JH et al. Effects of long-duration wearing of N95 respirator and surgical facemask: a pilot study. J
Lung Pulm Resp Res 2014:4:97-100.
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Ong JJY et al. Headaches associated with personal protective equipment- A cross-sectional study among
frontline healthcare workers during COVID-19. Headache 2020;60(5):864-877.
Bader A et al. Preliminary report on surgical mask induced deoxygenation during major surgery.
Neurocirugia 2008;19:12-126.
Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively regulates Th1 function. J Immunol
2015;195:1372-1376.
Westendorf AM et al. Hypoxia enhances immunosuppression by inhibiting CD4+ effector T cell function
and promoting Treg activity. Cell Physiol Biochem 2017;41:1271-84.
Sceneay J et al. Hypoxia-driven immunosuppression contributes to the pre-metastatic niche.
Oncoimmunology 2013;2:1 e22355.
Blaylock RL. Immunoexcitatory mechanisms in glioma proliferation, invasion and occasional metastasis.
Surg Neurol Inter 2013;4:15.
Aggarwal BB. Nucler factor-kappaB: The enemy within. Cancer Cell 2004;6:203-208.
Savransky V et al. Chronic intermittent hypoxia induces atherosclerosis. Am J Resp Crit Care Med
2007;175:1290-1297.
Baig AM et al. Evidence of the COVID-19 virus targeting the CNS: Tissue distribution, host-virus
interaction, and proposed neurotropic mechanisms. ACS Chem Neurosci 2020;11:7:995-998.
Wu Y et al. Nervous system involvement after infection with COVID-19 and other coronaviruses. Brain
Behavior, and Immunity, In press.
Perlman S et al. Spread of a neurotropic murine coronavirus into the CNS via the trigeminal and
olfactory nerves. Virology 1989;170:556-560.
Here is an interesting and science-based article about both the physical & emotional effects (and
inefficacy) of wearing masks for protection:
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov_pmc_articles_PMC4868614_&d=DwIFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqO
f-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=4ykHqBl0J88qJQB_O1oDgZpwYIx1dpWyfkJNpxxS_I8&m=wy_YUAiRyRsFvsgn44pslv5ldIEf8CuJZR0S-UcxD0&s=YgM2YY1ogo1NzRHasWmp-K9Kp8FT-T0aOogR3k6930o&e=
The author lists 10 publications to back-up her statements.
Here is some information on how wearing cotton fabric face masks (which is what I see most people
wearing) can cause some serious health issues:
Here is the link to the full article: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__remake.world_stories_news_there-2Dare-2Dhidden-2Dchemicals-2Din-2Dour-2Dclothing_-3Fgclid3DCj0KCQjwwr32BRD4ARIsAAJNf-5F1a50FEothZoZPGioONXin2DGsTYP3yHzUCUtKovkKHyUwpdZFSHnbEaAgPYEALw5FwcB&d=DwIFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOfv5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=4ykHqBl0J88qJQB_O1oDgZpwYIx1dpWyfkJNpxxS_I8&m=wy_YUAiRyRsFvsgn44pslv5ldIEf8CuJZR0S-UcxD0&s=JUV2XmpUfAMg9KJm2bQclork7bw9lncbH5ETsd5tSxY&e=
If you do decide to move forward with an ordinance, please be aware that there is a correct way to wear
a Cloth/Fabric Face Mask as well as what the Cloth Face Mask needs to be made of (3-layers with 3
different types of fabric) and what to do when you put it in on and take it off. Otherwise, the effect that
you want is null. If you are truly creating an ordinance from the belief that it will prevent people from
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getting the virus ie., those you come into contact with, then follow that belief and the proper use
requirements. Please watch the following video put out by the World Health Organization:
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.who.int_emergencies_diseases_novel2Dcoronavirus-2D2019_advice-2Dfor-2Dpublic_when-2Dand-2Dhow-2Dto-2Duse2Dmasks&d=DwIFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOfv5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=4ykHqBl0J88qJQB_O1oDgZpwYIx1dpWyfkJNpxxS_I8&m=wy_YUAiRyRsFvsgn44pslv5ldIEf8CuJZR0S-UcxD0&s=0w_CN4NAgkbyEU5rrDszCf82tO7lfin7esTOYMq4mUc&e=
By mandating that all business employees and customers wear masks, also means providing the
required equipment for the employees & customers to effectively keep the virus, if they have it,
contained and to not infect anyone else. This means the following:
*All employees & customers must wear a 3-layer fabric mask to effectively contain any droplets of the
virus.
*Before putting on the mask, cleaning the hands with an alcohol based rub or soap & water wash is
required.
*The mask itself MUST never be touched by the hands. Keep fingers on the elastic bands to put on the
mask and to take it off. *Signs about how to properly put the mask on & take it off for proper education
is a good idea.
*If at anytime you touch the mask, it is now contaminated and ineffective. Time to start over by washing
your hands in an alcohol rub or soap & water, remove the mask and put it in a plastic ziploc container.
This mask can be re-used after it is washed but only by that employee. Put on a new mask but first wash
your hands in an alcohol rib or soap & water.
*Employees will need more than 1-mask per shift or work day, unless they do not ever touch their mask
while wearing it or take it off during the work day.
*Customers will need to be provided with 3-layer masks. Most likely they will need more than one,
unless they are very good at not touching their mask.
*An employee will be needed to make sure no customers touch their masks. If they do, they need to
follow the correct procedures stated above for taking it off and putting on a new one.
*Masks MUST NEVER BE SHARED. Therefore any customer masks cannot be returned to the business.
With all these procedures, wearing a mask is still not effective unless you keep at least 3 feet (1-meter)
away from other people. If not, then wearing the mask is ineffective too.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please ask,
Thank you for your time in reading my entire email.
~Paige Echo-Hawk
Page 29 of 127

Dear Mr. Palmer and Council,
I have heard mention that a vote will be taking place regarding a proposal to require masks in all
businesses in Silverton. While I don't doubt your good will for the citizens of Silverton, I find this
requirement to be government over-reach. Please vote no on such a proposal. People on both sides of
the issue should be able to decide for themselves how best to protect themselves instead of having
government control yet one more aspect of their lives.
I can only speak for myself, but my aversion to wearing a mask will drive me to take all of my business
else ware. I won't walk down town, I won't dine at restaurants, and I won't spend a single dollar in
Silverton if the requirement is that I have to wear a mask to do so.
Please vote no.
Sincerely,
Michael Gowen
I oppose mandatory facemasks.
I will refuse and will take my business out of town.
I have been a resident in this town for 48 years, my father was a police officer here for 17 years. It is
really sad that I have to consider selling my home and leaving the town I grew up in.
This will cause the already suffering small businesses to lose their grip and go under.
This will affect tourism dollars to our town.
There have been many reports that say that facemasks are detrimental to our health.
There have been many reports and articles stating that they do not prevent the spread of Covid.
This will cause huge protests and legal battles!
Do not take away our freedom and our rights to make decisions for ourselves for our own health. I have
a reduced lung capacity and this would be very unhealthy for me and very difficult for me to wear.
Wearing a mask is unhealthy for a person with perfect lung capacity. It is ridiculous to ask a healthy
person to do something that is unhealthy.
What happened to my body my choice?
We decided that abortions are OK even though they end a life, but I can’t make the choice whether I
choose to wear a facemask or not?
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If some folks have low immune system‘s or fears of catching this virus then they can wear a facemask or
keep themselves at home. Don’t limit me because of other people. I’m not the one that made poor
choices in my health. Don’t punish me because I have good health.
If you wanted to make facemasks mandatory that should’ve been done back in March not now after we
have a loud protests of thousands and thousands of people all over the United States. That is like putting
a condom on after she is already pregnant.
The fatality rate of this disease is .002% so you’re going to take away my freedom’s for .002% death
percentage?
Pamela Holland
Dear Mayor Palmer and Council Members,
Thank you so much for providing space for public input concerning masks in our community. Most of
you may know my personal story with this virus via the Our Town article this month. If not, I will
summarize. My 9 year-old daughter and I contracted COVID-19 in March. As a result, she suffered
kidney damage, lowered white blood cells, 12 weeks of fevers, headaches, and recurring pains
throughout her body. I have suffered all these symptoms as well except my organ damage is located in
my heart. I have more personal details regarding this debilitating virus and have strong emotions
regarding the virus and the protection of public health; however, this email is not one of emotion. It is
one of logic and research. I have become quite familiar with this disease, as any concerned mother
would when her child suffers months of illness. I want to give you a perspective of an insider in the
COVID-19 world. I have spoken with Infectious Disease Experts at both Randall's Children's Hospital and
OHSU. Here is what they can tell you. This virus is real. This virus is deadly. This virus is not
discriminatory toward just the elderly, as they once believed. This virus can attack any organ in the body
and cause severe damage. The virus is new and thus not very well understood...that includes the longterm effects of the virus on a population and they are surprised by it every day. As research emerges,
the effects of COVID-19 are more alarming than originally believed. For the following reasons:
COVID-19 affects youth: https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-anddiseases/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-covid-19-younger-adults-are-at-risk-too
COVID-19 causes kidney damage: https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-anddiseases/coronavirus/coronavirus-kidney-damage-caused-by-covid19
COVID-19 causes heart damage: https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-anddiseases/coronavirus/can-coronavirus-cause-heart-damage
Thousands of people are suffering from long-term symptoms after contracting COVID-19 for
months: https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/06/covid-19-coronavirus-longtermsymptoms-months/612679/
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I can go on and on with links to health risks associated with COVID-19. I am sure each of you has
conducted your own research into the virus and are abreast of new information as it develops. I hope
we can agree, in the least, that this virus is a public health risk and the novelty of it poses a lot of
unanswered questions and potential scenarios. So, the question becomes how do we slow the spread of
a potentially deadly virus, and what is the city's role in that response?
Clearly there are models to look to in how best to slow the spread. Both WHO and the CDC recommend
wearing masks in order to mitigate community transmission: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html and https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/05/health/facemask-coronavirus-who-recommendations-bn/index.html
Countries with the best success record for keeping community transmission low were very aggressive
with preventive measures early on and enforced them fully. New Zealand's approach brought cases
down to zero very quickly: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/2020/04/what-new-zealanddid-right-in-battling-coronavirus/
Data models are being compiled and a trend is coming to light. Places like Hong Kong and New Zealand
that enact quick, decisive measures (such as stringent shutdowns and mandatory mask-wearing) and
enforce those actions are seeing much more success https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-02001248-1 versus countries who rely on herd immunity such as Sweden, which top epidemiologists have
criticized as risking too many lives for results that are disturbingly
unimpressive: https://www.livescience.com/results-of-sweden-covid19-response.html
The effectiveness of mask-wearing is thus not really debatable. We know it works. We have the
information, the research, the professional recommendations, and the emerging models as
evidence. The question left is what is the role of the city in such a circumstance. The very idea of public
health is rooted in a city's response to sanitation. Public health and safety are paramount to a city's
duty. It is why we have city police and fire departments. It is why we have city water monitored and
tested. Our city even promotes a bicycle-friendly environment because the council understands the
importance of promoting a healthy lifestyle for its citizens. It is an investment in its people, their quality
of life, and in the case of a pandemic, quite possibly the quantity of life. The city should have a role in
preventing the spread of infectious diseases by preventing the transmission of the disease and
implementing control measures during an infectious disease outbreak. As the World Health
Organization states, "A mayor is the first citizen of a town or city. It is, therefore, a mayor's responsibility
to improve the lives of their communities." During a pandemic, it may be the mayor and city council who
is responsible for more than the improvement of lives but rather the lives
altogether. https://www.who.int/healthpromotion/conferences/9gchp/chan-public-health-future/en/
This conversation is bound to be steeped in emotion, fear, and reactivity. Surely, I understand this more
than most. The nights of holding my child as she cries in agony over the pain she is experiencing from a
virus she contracted 10 weeks prior, gives me some unique perspective into real fear and
emotion. However, now is the time for research, reason, response, and most importantly,
responsibility. I hope you will take that responsibility to protect the public health of your citizens in
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which you represent (even if it means protecting them from themselves) and make masks mandatory in
open spaces with shared company in Silverton. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Michele Stone Finicle
Steven Finicle
Are you kidding? You want to pass the mask requirement without public input? Why? Because you know
they would be against it? Clearly you don't care what the people of Silverton want, to the point that the
comments were turned off the post. Clearly you don't want to hear there feelings just your own agenda.
What a sorry state of affairs.
Barb
Mayor Kyle Palmer and Silverton City Council:
Please consider my opinion on the idea of mandating masks in Silverton area businesses.
I am not anti-mask. I made and donated nearly 400 masks for Silverton area medical staff, hospice caregivers, family, friends and residents.
However, masks should be a matter of personal choice/preference. The longest I have been able to
wear one is about an hour. I find it hard to breath.
I will take every opportunity to shop where I have the choice of whether to mask up or not. Please leave
this decision to individual business owners.
Sincerely,
Lisa Dennis
I write in favor of a city requirement that members of the public be required to have face coverings at
essentially all businesses ( government included).
Wearing masks to prevent the spread of infection from a surgeon to her patients has been standard in
medicine since the late 19th century. While the actual evidence of benefit has been surprisingly difficult
to prove, there remains a consensus that masks are effective in this regard and the CDC has
recommended their universal use in the setting of the present coronavirus pandemic. Common sense
would dictate that when the benefit is potentially great and the burden of an intervention relatively
small, then adopting it is reasonable and ethically responsible. Requiring masks is necessary given the
substantial risk of transmission from asymptomatic individuals. By the way, this measure hopefully will
include the same requirement for employees of businesses to wear masks..
Certainly, businesses have the right to specify reasonable requirements of customers ( e.g. “ no shoes,
no shirt, no service” ). This does not seem significantly different. It would be fair in this case for
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businesses to have to provide masks for those without. I am sure the legion of mask makers in town now
would be able to supply these. Infants should not wear masks and there would have to be guidelines
about toddlers and older children and what a reasonable cut-off for the requirement might be.
We have an obligation to protect those who provide goods and services. Many of us may have only
occasional need to interact with others at retail locations, but those employees may have hundreds of
contacts with the public in a single shift. Wearing a mask is showing respect for them and gratitude for
the risk they accept in doing their jobs.
Wearing a mask, like getting a vaccine, is something we do to protect others as much or more than
ourselves. Local ordinances and budgets are moral documents. More than just our words, they express
what we truly value in our community. In the face of a situation unprecedented in our lifetimes, to ask
of our citizens compliance in this small task does not seem unreasonable. It codifies that, in this instance
at least, community benefit must take precedence over individual desire.
Michael Grady, MD
To whom it may concern,
I have heard that there will be a city council meeting tomorrow to discuss the enforcement of mask
wearing in all Silverton businesses. I sincerely hope that you will decide to leave it up to each business
and each customer to decide for themselves what is best for their personal health and safety. I'm sorry
to say if wearing masks is enforced we will do all our shopping in Salem. I would be sad to cause loss to
businesses, but do care about our own health and do not believe a mask is the answer.
Thank you for your consideration,
Stephanie
To Mayor Kyle Palmer
Silverton City Council
We not think wearing of face coverings in Silverton businesses mandatory. It has the potential of
harming businesses more than they have already experienced. However, if a particular business wants
to require them, we will abide by their wishes. We strongly disagree with it being mandatory from the
city of Silverton.
Bill and Connie Barrett
June 7th, 2020
RE: Work Session meeting on 6/08/2020
Dear Silverton City Council,
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My name is Kristen Ackermann. I have lived in Silverton for 14 years, I own a home in Silverton, and I
work in Silverton.
I DO NOT WANT AN ORDINANCE THAT MANDATES MASKS MUST BE WORN BY ALL BUSINESS
EMPLOYEES & CUSTOMERS! IT IS DETRIMENTAL TO OUR HEALTH & AGAINST OUR CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHT!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our local businesses will suffer even more by deterring people who do not want to wear a mask
This will cause discrimination against those that are hearing impaired & need to read lips
This will cause discrimination against those with medical conditions & trauma survivors
Masks reduce intake of oxygen, causing carbon dioxide toxicity, acidotic state in your blood,
produces cortisol and disrupts blood PH, which all harms your immune function
There has not been an influx of cases from the millions of protesters who did not wear masks
over the last 2 weeks
Implementing such an ordinance this late in the game is useless

Since the meeting is limited in size due to distancing guidelines, please accept this letter as my official
input.
Thank you,
Kristen Ackermann
It has been brought to my attention that the city council may vote on requiring citizens to wear masks
while patronizing businesses within the city limits. I find this to be a terrible idea to lawfully require
people to wear masks. A strong suggestion for citizens to wear mask is sufficient. Requiring the public to
wear a mask is absolutely government over-reach. An ordinance of this sort would also open up the city
to lawsuits. This is a short sighted idea and overbearing on the public. If you CHOSE to wear a mask it is
your CHOICE! The citizens of Silverton will not tolerate this if voted in to law!
Jon Kampen

Your creating a political divide in the community that will
affect voting. Friendships. Businesses

It’s a hot topic that has caused rioting in some cases across the country , that our city
should stay out of!
A city should never tell their people how to behave in order to shop or do business in
their town, it is tyrannical.
How do you plan on enforcing it? What about drive through? What about children
especially small ones? Persons with oxygen, or other reasons.
There is already a fb page called safe Silverton causing great divide in our city with
name calling, shaming and bashing businesses who don’t live up to their standards on
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the pandemic issue. Essentially a “mean girls” club of Silverton banning people who
dare ask questions or disagree.
Just look at the comments on facebook one comment against this idea has 80 likes and
4 people laughing as of Sunday night at 8pm. Another has 51 likes and 4 laughing
faces. 2 of the four are the same person and one person flipped and liked it.
Those in favor of this are FAR OUTNUMBERED BY THOSE WHO OPPOSE.
It’s a free country and I am free to make my own choices for my family no city
council of 7 people should ever tell their townspeople how to behave.
Over 90% of people have vowed to do all business outside of Silverton if this passes.
It’s tyrannical. It’s a political divide you are FORCING people into.
The survival rate is over 99%
Meanwhile thousands of your residents will not even know this happened. Will not
have hs a chance to be heard. And when they try to do business in town and get sent
away.......they will be angry. Hurt. And who will hear them? The local business
owners and workers. Not you. That’s really unfair to the locals who have lived here
their whole life supporting this town and to the businesses who now have to deal with
the mess you made!
If this passes my family of 9 will not buy anything in town again. Gas, groceries,
goods, etc. when we sell our home we will buy in another city. We will take our
business out of Silverton. This is a bad move and all my friends and family feel the
same.
Kimberly Huddart
Dear Mayor Palmer and City Councilors,
I am submitting this at the request of a few of my patients and other concerned citizens of our
community.
I am sure we can all agree that we are in very unprecedented territory regarding the Covid -19
situation and how it is being handled on many levels. I have heard it recently said that "we are
living in an era of an overabundance of information yet are left yearning for knowledge". In
health care the scientific method has been the gold standard of knowledge for centuries.
Related specifically to the face mask question, the science is quite clear even while guidelines
may differ.
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I believe it is first important to note that the CDC is not a law-making body. They have provided
guidelines which we must remember are suggestions only and not laws. In their own verbiage
the CDC states that wearing a cloth face mask may protect others and it may protect you. They
do not say it "will."
However there have been many studies done and reported on in peer reviewed scientific
journals that state that masks are not only ineffective but also potentially dangerous. I am going
to include highlights of only a few:

World Health Organization

“the wide use of masks by healthy people … is not supported by current evidence… and carries
uncertainties and critical risks…. There is no current evidence for their use.”
“… there is currently no evidence that wearing a mask by a healthy individual can prevent
infection with respiratory viruses including COVID-19.”
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/advice-on-the-use-of-masks-in-the-community-duringhome-care-and-in-healthcare-settings-in-the-context-of-the-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)outbreak
British Medical Journal: 9 Apr 20
Covid-19: important potential side effects of wearing face mask
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1435/rr-40
“Face masks make breathing more difficult.
“…mask fabric … can determine an increase in viral load and therefore they can cause a
defeat of the innate immunity and an increase in infections.” “ It is not time to act without
evidence.” (Emphasis added)
British Medical Journal 2020
Face masks for the public during the covid-19 crisis
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m1435
“no randomised trials of masks so far for COVID 19
“we did not find any published data that directly support the use of masks … by the public.”
“10 randomised controlled trials .. that tested the efficacy of face masks… meta-analysis found
no significant reduction in influenza transmission.”
“…31 eligible studies … The evidence is not sufficiently strong to support the use of facemasks
as a protective measure against covid-19.”
CDC:
“Currently we are not finding any data that can quantify risk reduction from the use of masks”,
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– Reuters: April 23, 2020 / Partly false claim: Wear a face mask; COVID-19 risk reduced
www.reuters.com/article/uk-factcheck-coronavirus-mask-efficacy/partly-false-claim-wear-a-facemask-covid-19-risk-reduced-by-up-to-98-5-idUSKCN2252T6
Russell Blaylock PhD:
“When a person has TB we have them wear a mask, not the entire community of non-infected
individuals. The recommendations by the CDC and the WHO are not based on any studies
of this virus and have never been used to contain any other virus pandemic or epidemic
in history."
Pubmed:
“There were 17 eligible studies. … None of the studies established a conclusive
relationship between mask use and protection against inﬂuenza or on influenza
transmission.”
From the peer review journal Influenza and Other Respiratory Viruses 6(4), 257–267.
bin-Reza et al. (2012) “The use of masks and respirators to prevent transmission of
influenza: a systematic review of the scientific evidence”,
I am aware that you are likely to see many emails containing some of these same references.
Many in our community are concerned enough to do their own research and are coming to the
same conclusions. The suggestion of wearing masks is just that, a suggestion. Attempting to
force it upon the Silverton community is not only unscientific, but likely to be very unpopular and
potentially legally unenforceable. (However, I will leave that argument for the lawyers in our
community).
I appreciate your willingness to take public comment on this topic and will look forward to your
conclusions.
The citizens of Silverton are counting on you to do the right thing.
Sincerely,
Chris Allen, DC
Dear Mayor and City Council,
It has come to my attention that you are exploring the idea of mandating the public to wear face
coverings. I am writing each of you, the public comment email, and the city manager in order to make
sure my voice is heard in time for your work session.
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I am very much against this idea. For me, this is not about mask wearing. It is about government
overreach into personal lives. COVID-19 is a health issue. My health is my responsibility, as is each and
every person and their own health. My health is NOT the responsibility of ANY government agency.
Our country was built on freedom and self-reliance. The government was very minimal with only a few
responsibilities, represent the people to other countries, inner state commerce, and protect the states
from outside forces. Where we have come to today is a far cry from that. I understand the world has
also changed which creates new issues for government bodies to address. However, that is NOT a blank
check to enforce any personal agenda items. For too long various government bodies have been making
laws/ordinances for far too many issues. Today, this government body is looking into one of those
orders.
By requiring every citizen in town to wear a face covering to enter any business, you have removed the
most basic form of communicating with each other, being able to see each others face and
expressions. You would also be taking away individual choice. This is not the kind of action I want to
see from my elected public servants who work on my behalf.
I realize that some people feel the need to practice social distancing and face coverings. This needs to
be an individual choice, and not a city mandate. Even with exceptions, you would be forcing people to
do something they never would have, and taking away a personal freedom.
As a business owner, I make decisions based on how my customers choose to do business with me. If
my business sells spoons, and my customers come to me to buy spoons, I would not branch out to
selling cars. Because my customers would not be coming to me to by a car, only spoons. This is how
free market works. So, if the government mandated that I sell cars, that would be a major impact to my
business that does not improve the operation of my business.
By requiring all customers to wear a face covering, that would impact my business in a negative
way. Here is why. We all know there are some people who would refuse to wear a mask to go
shopping. There are far too many choices that are not that far away. Salem is not requiring face
coverings, Stayton, Mt. Angel, Molalla, and Canby are not requiring face coverings. Are you willing to
send business out of town?
Above all other issues I personally have with this idea, is the fact that this body might feel they have the
authority to simply take any of my personal rights from me at any time they deem the publics interest is
more important than mine. This kind of action would tell me that the City Council feels they know
better than me on how I need to be living my life and conducting my business.
I am not one to make threats, so I will not make any threats, only a promise. If this idea moves on from
work session into actually crafting a draft ordinance then onto passing a face covering ordinance that
passes, then I will be forced to do a few things.
•

I will never vote for any council member who voted for the passing of the ordinance. This would
also include the other three registered voters in my home, who feel the same way. (And a
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•
•

minimum of at least 8 more that I can count on off the top of my head, who would also not cast
a vote for anyone voting to pass anything like this.)
I would begin the process of looking for a new place to move our office to, out of
Silverton. Then sell our building and move.
We currently are looking at buying a different home, or building a new one, and if this were to
pass, I would tell our realtor to exclude all options inside of Silverton City Limits. Which would
mean no property taxes, no SDC’s, no water fees, no sewer fees, no parks fees, no street
maintenance fees, or any other fees.

I choose to move to this town because of how nice of a town it is. I stood by this town as they elected
someone that many protested over. I joined a service group in town to help in the efforts of keeping the
town special. I joined a city committee to be involved in bettering some businesses that needed a hand
up. I gave each of the mayor and city council candidates another public voice two years ago, allowing
more people to hear more about who we could elect. I stood by this town during COVID shutdowns,
and was a part of a group effort to give out relief funding to businesses that were hit hard. I stood up
and organized a prayer group before the recent protest including at least 3 pastors. I spend three hours
walking around town during the protest checking in on various businesses only to find out even more,
how great our community is.
Then I read that the people we voted for want to put masks on all citizens and again creating one more
hurdle for businesses to overcome in this still stifled economy. I can not stand by and let my voice go
unheard. I will not comply. I will either not put on a mask in town, or go to Salem to do my shopping. I
do not believe in boycotts, I simply just choose to end my personal financial support of such a
government body that would seem to feel that they can mandate a personal agenda.
If this item becomes worthy of passage by City Council, then what is next? Where is the line? If you can
pass a law forcing us to wear something, could you pass a law on what we can nott wear, or what brand
of clothing we are allowed to wear? Or maybe what we can buy and sell? Or what about what we can
say? What would be off limits?
I realize some of my examples might seem like radical extremes, but, a year ago, who would have
thought that we would be talking about forcing people to wear a mask like old West bank
robbers? What might we be talking about a year from now?
Requiring all of your citizens to wear face coverings just to conduct their everyday life in our beautiful
great downtown is simply wrong. Tonight’s meeting needs to be the end of this topic. I urge you all to
decide to end this topic and move onto topics that actually promote the growth of Silverton. Not the
suffocation of business and pushing tourism out of town. Please vote to end this topic. Thank you.
Laus Deo,
Aaron L Huddart
Hello, I just wanted to share my personal testimony. I spend 6 hours a day working at a local business in
downtown Silverton wearing a mask for all but the 30 minutes during my lunch break. The idea of
requiring masks is especially daunting considering how much it will drive business out of our small small
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town. Since many people (including myself) would find it worthwhile to pick up groceries, get a cup of
coffee, buy plants or go shopping for a gift somewhere where masks are not required. All things I would
typically do within our small town and supporting our small businesses (the backbone of our great
community) but having already being required to wear a mask for such a huge portion of my day I would
much rather go into Salem or Keizer to do such errands without a mask.
Remember the die hard mask wearers are most often times not the ones required to wear them for
many hours a day while at work but are hiding out at home ordering takeout and rarely going out except
for necessities. I know many healthcare workers and first responders who venture out of their homes
and into my business unmasked.
I am happy to be back at work, but our small local businesses have been through a hell of a lot and don’t
need anymore obstacle while trying to get back on our feet. We don’t need the decrease of people
frequenting Silverton businesses because of required masks.
I have heard of people boycotting businesses (ie Costco and LifeSource) because of required mask
wearing but have never heard anyone boycott a business for not requiring masks. Let people make their
own conscious and informed decisions on mask wearing.
And dare I ask? How are you supposed drink coffee and eat brunch with a mask on?
Juliana Smith
Dear City Council,
I would like to respectfully ask you to NOT make mask wearing mandatory for customers in Silverton
businesses. As a 25 year Silverton resident who frequently shops at Roth's, Shayla Lynn, Wild Dandelion,
Safeway, and other stores, I will regretably drastically reduce my Silverton shopping if masks are
required. My wife and three daughters also have voiced that they will shop elsewhere if masks are
required.
Please leave this decision up to the individual business owners & their customers.
I & my family are carefully keeping distance when in public, neurotically washing our hands, and not
touching our faces. My observations over the past several weeks when in public are that masks are
largely NOT being worn properly. People wearing masks are constantly touching them and not sanitizing
their hands immediately afterwards. Experts have warned that masks give a false sense of security &
this is truly evident.
Thank you for your time & service to Silverton.
Best Regards,
Greg Smith
City Council Members,
I am writing to ask that you NOT make masks mandatory in Silverton businesses. I love shopping in
Silverton but will take my shopping elsewhere if masks are made mandatory. I am concerned that this
ordinance would severely impact small businesses.
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Other practices such as careful sanitizing & social distancing has proven to be effective to keep our
numbers from climbing even in the last 14 days with more people out & about.
Thank you for your time & attention to the needs of Silverton.
Sincerely,
Olivia Smith
I am AGAINST the idea 1,000%. The idea should not even be considered to be an ordinance. Along with
numerous other ordinances that are either worthless or plainly NOT ENFORCED. Requiring EVERYONE to
wear a mask IS AGAINST THE WILL OF THE PERSON/PEOPLE. Which could open the city to civil suit. I
wear a mask during mowing for allergies. That is all. But some citizens are claustrophobic and a mask
can harm them more than thought.
As for the council to do a meeting remotely, I say the council members who DO NOT SHOW IN PERSON,
their word would NOT be recognized UNLESS they are at the meeting in person.
Again this idea is wrong and could be HIGHLY PROBLEMATIC for the city and its businesses. Be smart and
stop this idea before it goes any further.
Andrew Brenneman
Dear City Council Members,
The Coronavirus has been very hard on Silverton families and businesses. I am writing to you to ask you
not to further harm Silverton businesses by requiring that they require masks for their customers. My
family of 5 has lived in Silverton for 25 years and normally shop in Silverton daily. If a mask ordinance is
passed we (and many friends we’ve spoken to) will take our shopping and dollars where masks are not
required. This is not to be ornery - most of my family is required to wear masks at work, and have
discovered that they are a detriment to our health and well-being. We are extremely conscientious
about germs and take great precautions to social distance and wash and sanitize hands. Unfortunately, I
have never been to a store, coffee shop, or restaurant where proper mask protocol was followed by the
employees or customers wearing them. Young and old alike are touching their masks and moving them
up and down and not washing or sanitizing hands. Unless we can mandate proper sanitary use of masks,
we cannot have mandated masks. I work for a large national on-site restaurant company, and from the
beginning we have had strict guidance for wearing masks which includes not touching them or washing
hands literally every single time after touching them, storing worn masks in sealed plastic baggies (no
pockets or purses), and washing them properly every day. Unless these guidelines can be followed by
the general public, masks are just going to give a false sense of security and spread more germs.
I’ve attached the actual pdf from the World Health Organization on their most recent mask advice. This
pdf was downloaded from https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advicefor-public/when-and-how-to-use-masks. Although some have reported that the WHO is now advising
the general public to wear masks, this is NOT true. Guidance on the use of masks for the general public
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starts on page 6. Because I know your time is valuable, I have highlighted some of the germane portions.
Please note the section regarding potential harms/disadvantages.
We are so fortunate to have low virus numbers and to live in a non-crowded environment. There is no
compelling reason to mandate mask-wearing for all Silverton shoppers. According to the Marion County
data, Silverton experienced one new case of coronavirus from 5/23 through 6/5 and this is with
widespread access to testing. This does not signal the need for such a drastic ordinance that would harm
Silverton businesses.
Please leave this decision up to the fine business owners and their customers.
Thanks very much for your time and consideration,
Tammy Smith
To the Mayor and the City Counsel of Silverton, I have been a community member of this town for
almost 30 years. I have worked and volunteered for the school district, as well as worked within the
community for over 25 years. I believe that if you support an ordinance to require all citizens to wear
face masks is absurd. We are not children, we have a constitutional right to have a choice in this matter.
Why would you punish healthy people? Why don’t you make it a choice if someone is at risk? Is this
community government leaning toward socialism, or communism? Where are our rights as individuals?
This is simple. If you are sick stay home, if you have to go out and you are sick wear a mask, if you are in
fear of catching something wear a mask. PLEASE do not impede on my freedoms because I choose NOT
to wear a mask!!!!!!!
If you do so I will choose not to support this town that I love, and I know that there are many more
citizens that will do the same. This is by no means a threat, it is more of a reminder that we as
community members think that this ordinance that you are discussing is not for the majority of the
healthy people of Silverton. It SHOULD be a CHOICE of the people of our great community. Again I will
say, PLEASE do not impede on my freedoms because I choose NOT to wear a mask!!!!!!!
Sincerely, Terri Cobb
Although we do not reside there, My husband and I frequent the businesses in your city from time to
time. We love the farmers market, and all of the antique malls. We always grab lunch when we are there
too. We love your historic small town. However we do not believe that face coverings help stop the
spread of Coronavirus and will not wear one.
If you implement this requirement that will be one less Oregon small town we will be able to enjoy this
summer.
Sincerely;
Sheri Teal
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Please do not consider any ordinance requiring face masks at businesses in Silverton. This is such an
overreach of City Council authority, it is ridiculous. Allow responsible adult citizens to make the choices
they should have the right to make. Thank you for your consideration of my comment.
Sincerely,
Jordan Hiatt
My name is Jeff Marsh. My wife and I live close to your town and visit frequently. Regarding wearing
masks I think is a personal choice. If required in your city limits we will no longer visit the shops or
restaurants.
Thank you,
Jeff, Terri Marsh
I’m really against mask everywhere. It should be up to the owner of the businesses.
Thank you
Amy Hoke
Dear Mr. Mayor,
I am against a mandatory mask rule. First and foremost there are conflicting options from different
infectious disease organizations on the use and effectiveness of face coverings. Secondly, there are
many people who shouldn’t or can’t wear a face covering because of health reasons. I own a business
where we wear n-95 and full face respirators on a regular basis and have to have our employees FIT
TESTED to insure they are healthy enough to wear them, as per OSHA regulation. Imagine a city that
mandates wearing masks and someone who isn’t healthy enough to wear one does and has a serious
respiratory problem.
Thirdly, who is going to inforce the rule? I would assume you would expect community policing, because
our police department should not be! I feel we have enough divisiveness in the world we live in right
now, and all this will do is create more!!
Thank you for your consideration,
Jim Hobbs
Hobbs Painting Inc.
This is in regards to the potential of requiring masks in businesses. I am a small business owner in a
neighboring town and these last few months have been very difficult. As we start to open up again I
respect businesses giving the option of wearing a mask but for the city to require it seems over reaching.
Is it not enough that we were required to close our doors and threaten our livelihoods? This should be
up to the business to decide if it is necessary for them to function safely or the individual shopper in the
store. We do not need more regulations or government over site. Not sure how this would work in gyms
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and restaurants? Please leave this up to the people to decide what is best for our own businesses or
themselves. Thank you for your time, Dr. Nancy Titus

There are many reasons why I oppose masks policies, but I will bring up the one I believe is
most important. Freedom.
As Americans freedom should be one of our highest priorities. There is nothing that should be
forced upon a person’s body. Masks should not be forced upon our citizens, or harassed into
wearing one
We now know that the virus spreads through close, prolonged contact and is not likely to spread
on surfaces or in an environment like a store. With this information masks make little sense.
Furthermore, after protestors have been all over the streets across Oregon and defying social
distancing, I see little reason to enforce masks policies now. Just as the protestors were given
their freedom to assembly (which they were due) I believe American and Silverton citizens are
due the freedom to live their lives without having anything forced upon their bodies. I believe in
the freedom of individuals to make their own personal risk/benefit decisions.
I value my freedom and will fight for it, I won’t conform to any mask policies and will be forced
to shop in other towns as a matter of principle. At a time when our businesses need support, a
mask policy would make it difficult for people like me who value freedom to support local
business. Thank you for your consideration.
Elisabeth Lara
To the Silverton City Council
I recommend that you DO NOT pass any ordinances that require masks at Silverton businesses. The
time for this kind of response has come and gone.
Every blessingRob Barnes
Good morning all,
To whom it may concern: please STOP implementing more rules towards the general public
period!!!
Enough is enough!!! If I want to protect myself that should be in my own hands.
NOT by someone enforcing it on me.
This is a free country!!!
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I APPOSE the implementing rules for wearing Mask during shopping in Silverton.
I personally spend over $,1000 dollars a month in our beautiful town. If this gets implemented,
will have to drive to other towns to do my shopping.
There is enough rules already in place for the general public!!!
Please take this into consideration.
Appreciate you for taking this into consideration.
Regards,
Tony Reutov
Silverton resident
Uncommon respiratory problems have become more prevalent in people that are starting to breathe
their own co2 they exhale.
Forcing people to constantly wear masks in the businesses of Silverton will cause more respiratory
problems for people working in that town.
This is also coming as another restriction on basic human rights that I fear may start more protests and
riots.
Please, do not require businesses and consumers to wear masks...
Sean Porter
I disagree with requiring customers to wear masks as a special ordinance. I believe this could open the
door to lawsuits. We have a food and beverage business as well as athletic , with 12,000 sq ft indoors
and 2,000 outdoors. One size does not fit all.
I believe local business will lose much needed revenue from a special ordinance and going beyond
Federal and State regulations would be an extreme and fearful decision.
People need to take responsibility for themselves and those that are fearful have the right to stay home.
Thank you,
Ryan Zwicker
Dear Sir/Ma’am:
I heard you are meeting in a face mask requirement. I wanted to let you know that I won’t be visiting
Silverton and spending my money there any longer if you pass this. My mom lives in Sublimity and I visit
quite often.
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Thank you for your time.
Gail Parent
As a commercial real estate company looking to buy commercial property in Silverton, if this ordinance
passes, my business partner Tony Giang and I will take our Investment commercial dollars and tax
dollars elsewhere. Our commercial tenants feel the same.
As a resident of Silverton, I will take my personal spending dollars elsewhere as well if this ordinance is
passed.
Tara Kramer
I am NOT in favor of making it mandatory to wear masks for everyone in any business.
This will not be received well by the citizens of our town and there will be a huge push back, which in
the end, will hurt our businesses; and customers choosing to shop in other towns.
Our town is doing just fine the way it is. Our businesses are taking care of it the way they choose, and
shoppers are abiding and choosing where they want to shop.
Don't make COVID 19 any more harder for our town to survive.
Thank you,
Jane Jones
Whether to or not to wear a mask should be a decision made by individuals and businesses. A city
mandate requiring people to wear masks would only hurt businesses further than they have already
been hurt. I can't believe this is even a topic.
Shana Schacher
I absolutely will not visit your town if you try to require masks. Please consider the financial impacts to
your businesses if you do this.
T Barnes
To Silverton City Council and the Mayor,
I am writing today to express my opposition to any city ordinance that would add requirements for facial
covering.
I feel that such a requirement would be detrimental to our local economy and would cause confusion
among visitors as no other jurisdiction in the state is making such a requirement.
Additionally, there would have to be so many exemptions to the ordinance that such a requirement
would become completely unenforceable. How does one eat or drink in a restaurant with a mask on?
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How does a person visit the dentist with a mask on? There are people who can't wear a mask due to
medical conditions or previous trauma while in a confined space.
The guidance coming from WHO, CDC and other health agencies has been inconsistent, at best, with
regards to masks. The issue has become highly divisive and politically charged. Public officials at the
most local level should not be adding to this divisiveness for what would, in all likelihood, be nothing
more than a symbolic gesture.
Respectfully,
Jacob Clotfelter
Silverton, OR
Silverton City Counsel,
Our small businesses have suffered so much and I am sure you don’t need me to go into all the ways
they have either, so I won’t. I just wanted to say that I feel a mask mandate will further hurt the small
business’s in our community causing people to leave town and go to Salem or other small surrounding
towns to shop. Why are you considering imposing additional regulations on top of the already difficult
State mandates? Please do not impose additional regulations on top of the Governor’s mandate that will
further hurt our small business community and take away our right to chose.
Lisa Santana, Principal Broker/Owner
Bledsoe Santana Team Realty, LLC

Hello,
I am writing to state that I oppose the ordinance of mandatory use of a mask to enter a business
establishment in Silverton. I will do my business elsewhere if I have to, thank you.
Kayleen Kolmogoroff
Good morning Mayor,
I'm writing to you because i oppose it to be mandatory to wear masks in town. I want to ask you to
please not allow this to pass in our town of Silverton. We should have the freedom to chose to wear
them or not. If this becomes mandatory I will be taking my business elsewhere. Our family spends about
$700-$1000 per month shopping in Silverton and will take my business to another town and support
them.
Thanks,
Fenia Reutov
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Goodmorning Mayor,
I oppose too be wearing masks in our town at all time. I spend thousands of dollars with personal and
my business. If this becomes mandatory I'll have no choice but take my business elsewhere an support
another town .
Thank you
Gbuilds llc

Good morning Mr. Palmer, My name is Jenna Slater. I am the
Owner at The Silverton Coffee Station. I wanted to take a second
and address a few concerns I have. I have kept my shop open
through all of Covid-19. I have followed all of the rules and done
my part in protecting myself, my staff, and our customers.
Yesterday I had a few people mention that the city might mandate
some sort of mask requirement. I as a business owner in silverton
was unaware of this being an option. It seems that all of this
information is being posted on Facebook but business owners are
not aware if they are not on Facebook (like me). I believe that
Facebook of all places shouldn’t be the platform that information is
shared on without another source there is no way for me to know
this information.Businesses should be getting information regarding
changes like this, on paper or at least talked to in person. Because
yes this will effect my business greatly. My opinion would be that
you and the council NOT mandate that civilians wear masks into all
public places, restaurants, coffee shops, etc. People have been very
careful thus far, people come in with masks and take them off to
enjoy their beverages or ice cream. I have also talked to my 4 other
employees, we are being forced to wear masks to protect our
customers, and we are perfectly willing to do that. But I know for a
fact that if this becomes a requirement I will lose business. I think
that if a person is out in public not wearing a mask they know the
risks they are taking. A person cannot sit down in a food
establishment and enjoy a meal or cup of coffee with a mask on.
Please take in consideration what I am saying. I’ve been open
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through it all, I’ve been bashed on Facebook, and I’m still just
trying to keep my business a float because this is what I love doing.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely, Jenna Slater
Dear Mr Mayor,
Please oppose the potential ordinance requiring all persons to wear a mask in any Silverton business!
Our freedoms, one by one, will be taken away if we don’t stand up to protect them. This will affect all,
all it takes is one town to pass this & more will follow.
Thank you,
Stephanie Ayhan
Greetings,
I want to lend my support for the ordinance mandating face mask use in Silverton businesses. Covid-19
is mostly spread by the respiratory route. Wearing a face covering while around others provides some
protection from transmission. Studies have supported at least 50% reduction in particle release. This is
particularly important when people have acquired the virus but have not yet developed symptoms. They
are shedding virus but are not aware of it. 6 foot social distancing in businesses is often difficult to
maintain.
Thanks for considering my input.
Sincerely,
Tim Peters MD
This is an absolute destruction of freedom in society. I have an extreme health condition where
my oxygen levels are reduced already. Masks significantly reduce our ability to take in oxygen.
I've tried wearing a mask and within minutes I can't breath and get light headed. I've had to sit
down on the floor in stores. If I fall and injure myself I will consider it your fault.
Vote no on mandatory face masks.
Cathy Walton
Hello,
We love the silverton shops & frequent them often. If you make it mandatory for everyone to wear
them, we will no longer support silverton businesses.
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Masks restrict air flow, & it is very difficult to understand what a person is saying when having a mask
on.
Please dont make it mandatory.
Those that want to wear it, may. But dont make the rest of us wear it.
Thank you
Ksenya sharipoff
Silverton resident
Good Morning,
As a resident of Silverton and a coach at a gym in town, Please consider what it would mean if all people
working out in a gym have to wear masks. Restricting airflow while increasing your heart rate seems not
only uncomfortable but potentially dangerous. Could we possibly consider excluding gyms from required
mask wearing?
-Mary Hayden
Dear City Council,
I'm shocked that the city of Silverton would have a mandatory mask requirement on the city hall
agenda. You are infringing on our 1st amendment. Not only that, but passing this will cripple and
damage the little business in Silverton on top of the shutdown. As a family of 6 we do 99.9% of
our shopping in Silverton. My family and friends that live in, or around Silverton will spend their
money elsewhere, that's for sure.
Thank you from a family of 6.
Fima Konev
Dear Silverton City Council,
I think people should wear masks in any Silverton business, the customers and the business owners. I
own the Edward Adams House B&B on S. Water St. and have chosen to remain closed for another
month at least. My last guest left on March 5, 2020. Yes, I am losing income, but I think safety is more
important than money.
Thank you!
Nancy Korda

Thank you for taking up the issue of masks in our community.
Some observations:
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Police officers are often not wearing masks while congregating in groups despite an SPD officer
being the first publicly known case of COVID in our community.
Silverton Postal workers are often not wearing masks, despite many in the community requesting
that they follow the order and USPS policies.
The postmaster confirmed late last week that she was not making masks mandatory.
Taco Bell refused to ALLOW their employees to wear masks up until 3 days ago. One of my 16
year old son’s best friends and skating buddies works there. The owners refusal to follow the
state order and Taco Bell corporate policy puts my son at risk for exposure if he is near his
friend, and puts me at risk as well.
For some time there has been mixed compliance with the May 15th mask order at other
businesses.
On my first venture to town since early March, I went to the protest on Friday. I sat parked in
my van on the hotel side of the event, with my doors and windows open as my son was also in
the car (I’m distancing from him as much as possible in my own house because of lack of social
distancing in our community). With no one around us, someone came up and sat by a tree right
in front of my van door (10 feet away) without a mask and proceeded to sneeze and blow her
nose. I did not confront her as I didn’t want to cause an issue during the event and was focused
on listening to the speakers. Instead I put on an N95 mask.
I have a Primary Lateral Sclerosis (a form of ALS) that puts me in a vulnerable position should I
get sick.
WHO, CDC, Oregon Health Authority are all recommending wearing masks in public places.
You could argue that masks are not needed where physical distancing can be maintained, but I
can’t maintain someone else’s physical distancing. Employees of our local businesses cannot
maintain their customer’s social distancing.
Other states, cities and businesses are requiring that their customers wear masks.
I want to join the community again and support local businesses. I’m tired of staying home and
so many others are.
So many people are not following mask recommendations in our community, despite our county
being the hardest hit with Covid. Among those people are those who have continued to gather in
large groups and people who have expressed opinions that Covid is a hoax. The “You do you,
I’ll do me” attitude frequently expressed on social media by people choosing to not wear masks
doesn’t work when a pandemic disease is present in our community. Why should the rest of us
be exposed to people behaving dangerously?
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If the vast majority of our community were adhering to social distancing orders and guidance, we
wouldn’t need to be discussing a mask ordinance. I don’t want to see our businesses shut down
again, I want our schools to reopen and I want our community to as safe as possible.
If we can enact an ordinance to ban outdoor vaping in order to protect the health of the
community, this is far more urgent and important to public health.
Thank you,
Rob Chadwick
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you,
Anastacia Burkoff
Dear City Council,
I want to thank you for all the time, energy and caring you give to this little city and its people.
I am writing in regard to the face mask discussion.
I feel very strongly that face masks should not be mandated or required. The Governor and CDC
“recommend this, not require.”
I see people wearing masks and touching and moving them because they are miserable. If the front is
touched one needs to immediately wash hands or all the germs that have been breathed in or out are
now on hands to touch the food or products that I may be buying!!!
If people are ill or coughing they should stay home or get curb side delivery. The same said for the
immune compromised.
As for me, I want to breathe fresh air and allow my immune system to work at full capacity. I do not
want to breathe my old carbon dioxide.
I am a Registered Nurse and have been for 43 years. I know it is very important to wash my hands and
not touch my face. To avoid people coughing in my face and wear a mask if I am working face to face a
patient experiencing a respiratory spread infection.
Mandating masks in Silverton is not medically necessary and it is removing our right “to breathe”!
If you do decide on this all my shopping will be done elsewhere, where I can shop unhindered.
Thank you so much for taking time to consider this letter, Jolene Hitz
Page 53 of 127

Dear Mayer Palmer,
I oppose the ordinance of masks in the town of silverton. I am shocked that this is even in question. I
have spent most of my life living in this beautiful small town although if this ordinance were to pass I
would absolutely drive further away and do my shopping elsewhere. My family of 4 does 99% of our
business in silverton. Please don’t make that change.
Sarahfima reutov
Mayor Palmer,
I oppose having a mandatory mask requirement ordinance in Silverton. I live here in Silverton and shop
and support the businesses. I believe that this will hurt a lot of the small businesses especially after the
shutdown that we had. If this passes I will be taking my business to another town where I do not have
to wear a mask. I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than helpful. The mask makes me feel light
headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks
will make the kids feel or the elderly population? Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and
protecting our 1st amendment right. We live in Silverton and shop and support businesses here, but we
will take our business elsewhere if it will come to that. Please protect our freedom.
Anna Anfilofieff
I'm a family of 4 and this is just ridiculous to even think that you thinking of implementing this ! It would
be in direct conflict of our first amendment! If this is past all businesses in Silverton will suffer and we
will spend our money elsewhere.
Paul Martushev
Good morning,
I understand that at tonight’s council meeting you will be discussing an ordinance requiring masks to be
worn everywhere in town. I wanted to add comment that this is an unnecessary precaution and over
reach by our city government. Though I do understand the idea behind it, it is simply not reasonable in
many establishments. I would specifically like to call to attention gyms, requiring gym members to wear
a mask while exercising is both uncomfortable and potentially dangerous. Thank you.
Shelby Nicole Keys
Silverton Resident
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I strongly oppose this ordinance. We already have state
and federal guidelines. The imposition of further
restrictions by the city is ridiculous and would imply that
the council thinks we are not intelligent enough to take
care of ourselves without their intervention.
Regards,
Dennis Sherwood
Dear Silverton City Council,
I am shocked to hear that you are considering making masks a requirement in the beautiful town of
Silverton. I live in mount angel so I have the option to shop in woodburn or Silverton. More than 75% of
the time I choose Silverton because I prefer the small town feel. If this ordinance passes, I will definitely
be shopping in woodburn or else where. You need to consider how negatively this ordinance will impact
the small businesses in Silverton.
Thank you,
Varvara Efimoff
Good morning,
Im shocked that the city of Silverton would consider making mask wearing mandatory. This is infringing
on our first amendment. For those who are high risk and feel safer wearing them let them do so. For
myself i feel light headed and sick wearing one. Please consider how our children and elderly will feel
wearing one. I do most of my shopping in silverton but will take my buisness elsewhere if this becomes
mandatory. Thank you for taking the time to read this.
Sofia Shadrin
To whom it may concern:
Thank you for your time in reading this email. I oppose a mandatory mask rule. This directly infringes on
my first amendment and is a blatant disregard for everyone in this community. There are so many
reasons one cannot or does not want to wear a mask. No one should feel threatened or scared because
of this. We try to do most of my shopping in Silverton to support small business, but we no longer
continue to do so if this outrageous rule is made. From a family of 5
Thank you
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Kathy Kraskov
Good morning,
We live in Scotts Mills and we do most of our shopping- groceries, birthday gifts, general household
goods- in Silverton. If you pass the mask requirement ordinance for ALL customers of Silverton
businesses, we will simply do our shopping elsewhere, taking $1000+/month out of Silverton. I know
many families who feel the same. Passing this city wide ordinance will only hurt the already struggling
businesses affected by the virus. Please consider allowing individual businesses to choose if they will
require a customer to wear a mask or not instead.
In addition, how will the ordinance be enforced? If a customer doesn't wear a mask due to a medical
condition that is not readily apparent, will they be required to carry documentation of some sort to
show if questioned (HIPAA violations?) ? Will restaurants and bars be exempt from this ordinance? If so,
is the virus not contagious in restaurants and bars, but only in other businesses? How about the gyms in
Silverton, will masks be required for all gym members? I have trouble breathing as it is while working
out, being forced to wear a mask, I would likely pass out. And finally, the grocery stores have been
open this entire time without this mask requirement- has there been evidence that the "unmasked"
shoppers are who caused the covid cases in Silverton?
Please leave the decision on whether a business will require customers to wear masks to the people it
will affect most, the business owners. If passed, we will most assuredly do our shopping and dining
elsewhere, as I'm sure many others who live in and around Silverton, will as well.
Thank you for your time,
Rosie
Scotts Mills, OR
Good morning, thank you for taking your time to read this e-mail, I am asking that you please do not
make masks mandatory in Silverton! I was born and raised in Silverton, we do all our grocery shopping
and our socializing in town. I truly believe that the masks make no difference in this pandemic. It’s just
another way of robbing us of our choice to choose to wear one or not. Please leave the choice up to the
people if they want to wear a mask. Sadly i will have to say that if it becomes mandatory we will no
longer be able to do our shopping in Silverton.
Thank you,
Sent from my iPhone
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
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can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Sophia Reutov
Hello,
I love the city of Silverton, and wish to buy a property hear Silverton in the near future.
I believe wearing masks should be optional, for the last 2 months I've been wearing a mask at work. I
honestly think its affecting my health, therefore if someone is afraid of getting sick they can wear a
mask.
Thank you for your time.
Fenia Egoroff
Hello,
I am a resident of Silverton. I wanted to add my opinion about the discussion tonight about the city
wide ordinance for masks. I am opposed to this happening because I feel that gyms should be exempt
from this city wide ordinance as it would make breathing very difficult while exercising.
Thank you,
Nicole Guyer
Hello,
I am a Silverton resident and I wanted to give my opinion for the discussion tonight on the city wide
ordinance for mask wearing in all businesses. I am opposed to this and feel that gyms should be exempt
from this as it would make it very difficult to breath while exercising.
Thank you
Nicole Goodrich
To whom it may concern,
Good morning and thank you for your time.
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I have heard that there is consideration to make wearing masks in Silverton business's a
requirement. I'm writing to ask that this NOT be made mandatory. It imposes on our freedom as
Americans and unfortunately as much as I love Silverton, I will not be a patron in a business that
has this requirement. The masks make it difficult to breathe for myself as well as for my child
who is with me 95% of the time. We do much of our shopping in Silverton as well as have our
family doctor there. If this law passes, I will be taking my money and business elsewhere.
Thank you for your time and I pray that the council makes the right decision.
Angie Toran
Good morning,
I would like to comment on the consideration of requiring masks in all Silverton businesses.
Firstly, although all Edward Jones offices are still closed to the public at this time and this decision
may not directly affect our business, I'd like to call attention to the health implications of wearing
masks to prevent transmission of Covid-19:
Following are excerpts from a letter written by A ntonio I Lazzarino Medical Doctor and
Epidemiologist
Steptoe A , Hamer M, Michie S - University College London - UCL Institute of Epidemiology and
Health Care
on the subject of wearing masks continuously:

(1) Wearing a face mask makes the exhaled air go into the eyes. This generates an
uncomfortable feeling and an impulse to touch your eyes. If your hands are contaminated,
you are infecting yourself.
(2) Face masks make breathing more difficult. For people with COPD, A sthma and other
such breathing impairments, face masks are in fact intolerable to wear as they worsen their
breathlessness.[1]
(3) Moreover, a fraction of carbon dioxide previously exhaled is inhaled at each respiratory
cycle. This increases breathing frequency and deepness, so increases the amount of inhaled
and exhaled air. This may worsen the burden of covid-19 if infected people wearing masks
spread more contaminated air. This may also worsen the clinical condition of infected people
if the enhanced breathing pushes the viral load down into their lungs.
(4) While impeding person-to-person transmission is key to limiting the outbreak, so far
little importance has been given to the events taking place after a transmission has happened,
when innate immunity plays a crucial role. The main purpose of the innate immune response
is to immediately prevent the spread and movement of foreign pathogens throughout the
body.[2] The innate immunity’s efficacy is highly dependent on the viral load.
If face masks determine a humid habitat where the (Virus) can remain active due to the water
vapor continuously provided by breathing and captured by the mask fabric, they determine
an increase in viral load and therefore they can cause a defeat of the innate immunity and an
increase in infections.
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In conclusion, as opposed to Greenhalgh et al., we believe that the context of the current
covid-19 pandemic is very different from that of the “parachutes for jumping out of
airplanes”,[3] in which the dynamics of harm and prevention are easy to define and even to
quantify without the need of research studies. It is necessary to quantify the complex
interactions that may well be operating between positive and negative effects of wearing
surgical masks at population level.
It is not time to act without evidence.
1. Kyung SY, Kim Y, Hwang H, et al. Risks of N95 Face Mask Use in Subjects With COPD. Respir Care

2020;:respcare.06713. doi:10.4187/respcare.06713
(2) Chen Y, Zhou Z, Min W. Mitochondria, Oxidative Stress and Innate Immunity. Front Physiol 2018;9:1487.
doi:10.3389/fphys.2018.01487
(3) Potts M, Prata N, Walsh J, et al. Parachute approach to evidence based medicine. BMJ 2006;333:701–3.
doi:10.1136/bmj.333.7570.701
Lindy Cabrera Canfield

To whom it may concern:
I am asking for you to please not mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if
someone is afraid to get sick they can wear a mask.
I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. The masks do not provide sufficient oxygen
needed, I experience shortness of breath and simply put, feel physically sick when wearing a mask.
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and most importantly protecting our 1st amendment
right.
My husband, eighteen year old son and I do the majority of our shopping in Silverton. I promise you
that if wearing masks is mandated in the city of Silverton, my family and I will take our business
elsewhere!
Please protect our freedom.
Thank you,
Concerned Silverton Resident
To whom it may concern,
I am asking that you don't make wearing face masks mandatory, that it is already on the boarder of our
first ammendment and I would to be able to CHOSE to wear one if I'd like to. I will be taking my business
elsewhere. Thank you for taking the time to read.
Kira Kalugin
Dear City Council,
I believe the word "mandatory" is too strict and invites unnecessary pushback.
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We support the current Phase I requirement for certain employees to wear masks even though it has
drastically diminished our retail workforce at ReVamp Thrift. Several of our regular volunteers are not
currently working at the shop due to the requirement, some for medical reasons, some because they
feel claustrophobic in a mask. No matter.
We still support masks for at least retail, restaurant, and personal services employees. Our senior
population will be much more likely to leave their houses and frequent our businesses if they know
employees are wearing masks and other customers are strongly encouraged to do so.
During my two shifts at ReVamp last week, only one customer refused to wear a mask. We let him in
since we are allowing only 5 people in the shop at once, and we currently have no legal way, nor desire,
to "enforce" mask wearing. I believe it's all in how you ask, not demand. Our stance is "we are all
wearing masks to protect you, and are asking you to wear one in the shop to protect us." We provide
paper masks at our hand-sanitizing station at the front door, but most people have had their own.
The message of our other mask-related promotions has been: "Wear a mask as a sign of your respect
for others."
We ARE enforcing masks at the Senior Center, having opened only the foot clinic and operating under
Phase I requirements for nail salons. Those requirements are pretty strict and we plan to leave them in
place for the foreseeable future. We have a screening station near the front door, which includes
temperature check, hand sanitizing, masking up, answering four health questions, and signing a log with
a phone number for possible contact tracing.
Before preparing our signage for the Center and ReVamp, we snapped some photos of what other
businesses are doing to encourage mask wearing. Many are doing nothing. Others, especially Roth's,
have very noticeable signage strongly encouraging masks. The sign at the entrance of Wilco seems to
imply that masks are required, but they are not enforcing it even though the sign says to ask for one.
Maybe requiring certain (all?) businesses to post signs strongly encouraging mask wearing on the
premises is a better way to go.
To control the tone of the postings, maybe create a standard City of Silverton sign to be posted at the
entry of every business. Larger than 8 1/2 x 11 and high contrast colors like Roth's and now ReVamp
and the Senior Center.
At both of our facilities, we have also posted the attached graphics from OHSU's "Care Enough to
Cover" campaign, the best representation we've seen of the reasons to wear masks. We also like the
term "face covering."
Thank you for considering this opinion.
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Darlene Blackstone

I have concern over this topic and policy. To keep this short, here are arguments against as I think we all
understand the arguments for wearing masks.
- Type of masks worn? And guarantee of mask sanitation. There is no way to determine if a person is
washing a fabric mask or has access to disposable masks. Are they reusing disposable masks?
- Legality of this policy? How can this be enforced. I assume it is not a legally enforceable policy under
state and constitutional law.
- Altering of blood chemistry by increased inhalation of CO2 gases (albeit minimal) can be
contraindicated for wearing masks.
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- Individuals with COPD or other respiratory illness that decrease one's ability to breathe should not
wear a device that inhibits their ability to do so. How do you make exceptions to the rule?
- Encouraging healthy diet, exercise, and sanitation procedures as the primary focus may save lives as it
creates healthy habits for all forms of disease. I find this much more effective in saving lives.
Thank you and best of luck navigating this crazy time in history.
Also, thank you for your hard work.
-Joshua D. Ort, DC

Hello,
I am sharing my opinion regarding tonights decision about mandatory face masks. As a local small
business owner, I feel this would hinder growth for all our businesses. We are all struggling, and any
further restrictions only hold us back even more. Regarding food service, which is the majority of our
downtown businesses, this would not allow for anyone dining in to eat or drink. By allowing customers
to wear masks while waiting but not while eating defeats any logical purpose of the mandate. The
Oregon Health Authority already has guidelines in place for all types of businesses.
This is an additional expense if we also have to provide masks for our customers to let them in the
doors, or turn them away if they do not have a mask. 1 box of masks of 50 costs $37.00 They are hard to
find and are expensive enough to provide employees with. Profit margins are already tight as it is,
tying our hands coming from our own community just makes being open and running a business harder
and harder. We need support and guidance to keep our town alive, not tighten the regulations even
more than the state already has.
Please take this into consideration in tonights discussion.
Joshua & Elisha Nightingale
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. The mask makes me feel light
headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks
will make the kids feel or the elderly population? Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and
protecting our 1st amendment right. I have a family of 6 and do most of my shopping in Silverton and
we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you, Silverton resident
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Milania Basargin
To whom it may concern,
Hello and thank you for taking the time in reading this letter. I strongly opposing the requirement
of wearing a face mask in businesses of Silverton. I do not feel good when wearing a mask as it
is hard to breathe. I also believe it's an easy way for criminals to hide their faces. I feel our
freedom rights are being taken away. If one feels they should wear a mask so be it, but it
shouldnt be forced on everyone. Please also consider if this law would pass my family of 4
would not support businesses in Silverton and take our business elsewhere.
Thank you,
A concerned citizen
Dear mayor Palmer,
Please vote no on mandatory mask requirement! Please protect our 1st amendment rights. I don’t
believe everyone should be required to wear a mask. If someone is sick or they are afraid of getting sick
then they can wear a mask. But I don’t think it should be a requirement to all. I work in healthcare and i
refuse to wear a mask in public. I feel like it dose more harm then good. My family and myself shop in
silverton and if this passes we will be taking our shopping and business some where else.
Thank you.
Meilannya Vshivkoff
To whom it may concern:
I am asking for you to please not mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if
someone is afraid to get sick they can wear a mask.
I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. The masks do not provide sufficient oxygen
needed, I experience shortness of breath and simply put, feel physically sick when wearing a mask.
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and most importantly protecting our 1st amendment
right.
My husband, eighteen year old son and I do the majority of our shopping in Silverton. I promise you
that if wearing masks is mandated in the city of Silverton, my family and I will take our business
elsewhere!
Please protect our freedom.
Thank you,
Concerned Silverton Resident
Page 63 of 127

Hello,
Thank you for taking the time to read my email. I want to ask you to oppose the mandatory wearing of
masks. I love the town of Silverton and it's a treat to visit family there and check out the awesome
different shops. But if masks become mandatory I will not come by anymore. I already avoid shops that
mandate masks because it should be a choice. Don't put this pressure on the small business because we
know that they will lose business due to mandatory masks.
Have a great day.
-Marina Reutov
To whom it may concern,
Thank you for taking the time to read this email. I would like to express my concern for mandating mask
for everyone to wear. I feel wearing a mask if you are scared to get sick should be a choice. Not a
requirement. Please reconsider.
Thank you
Julie Burkoff
To whom it may concern,
I was made aware this past weekend that Silverton is considering making a mandate to require ALL
businesses to enforce the use of a mask during business hours. I do not agree with being told I have to
force my employees and customers to wear masks. If my employee wants to wear a mask then that is
his or hers decision to do so. If my customers want to wear a mask then that again, is their decision to
do so. We have eight employees at our business & our employees work at least twenty feet away from
each other at all times. Our front office door remains locked during business hours and customers are
required to call and let us know when they are out front. We will then put on a mask and greet the
customer outside of the office. This leaves the decision to the customer to decide what he or she wants
to do in regards to mask usage. Requiring business owners to require the use of masks will only fuel the
division that is happening in our town between pro mask and con mask individuals. I personally wear a
mask when I enter a business because that is MY decision. By enacting a mandate you WILL further
divide this small town of ours.
Thank You,
Bob Knodel
Silver Creek Auto Body
Dear city of silverton,
If you pass the mask rule businesses would lose business and we would require more federal funding.
Restaurants would flounder and boutiques would loose most businesses in general. For the job security
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of your residents please don’t pass this ordinance, workers are already required to wear them during
their whole shift and customers have the option and are never discouraged from it.
Sincerely,
Savannah Montiel
Hello!
I understand the need to wear masks for people who are scared to go into public places but I do NOT
support the idea of mandating them on people who are not sick and not afraid. If this is passed you will
be losing ALL of my business. I am a local contractor/builder and I have employed local contractors plus
most importantly I have invested my time and resources to help improve Silverton. I am already paying
$30,000+ in city charges, plus a lot more on the local lumber yard. This bill will not only hurt local
businesses but it will also hurt tourism. A lot of the small businesses are already struggling to survive and
this will only hurt them more.
Savely Kalugin
Dear city of Silverton,
As a citizen of this town working in a small business that allows their customers to dine in I believe the
mask ordinance would negatively effect the businesses of this community. As a business we are wearing
as employees and are maintaining social distance and do not believe requiring mask would ultimately
aid in the prevention of spreading the virus.
Thank you for your time.
Kaylea-Beth Ware
To Whom it May Concern,
I am upset to hear of the possible requirement of wearing masks in Silverton. This should be OPTIONAL.
More and more our rights will be taken away with idiotic moves like this.
Be sure that our family will avoid Silverton if you pass this.
Thank you,
Rosie Usolteff, Concerned Silverton Shopper
Hello,
I am writing to address the possibility of the Silverton Facemask Ordinance. I own a business in Silverton,
Silverton Gymnastics Academy, and I respectfully ask all on the council members to please consider my
views.
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After observing the first week of being back in the gym I did notice it was extremely hard to coach in a
mask, but we are continuing to make it work! We are requiring all our coaches to wear them per the
guidelines we were given from the state of Oregon. I am abiding by these rules because I respect
authority and do want to slow the curve of this disease and keep everyone safe. I do believe we have
done our part in slowing this curve based on the current numbers and we should all be very
proud. After noticing that it was difficult to coach in the mask, I wanted to actually perform skills in the
mask and see what happened. Afterwards, I realized that it would not be in the best interest of the
children to wear them in class.
I can honestly say that there are very few people who have ever actually tried to participate in
gymnastics with a mask on. The masks block your peripheral vision. This is extremely dangerous while
performing skills on the balance beam, vault, bars and floor tumbling. It has already been a huge
obstacle for our coaches while training our young athletes as the masks also block their vision to safely
help the children with their skills. We are actively trying to adapt to this obstacle as coaches, but I can’t
figure out a way to correct this for the child wearing the mask. More specifically, when you are
performing skills, you depend on your peripheral vision to complete the landing of the skill. When you
can’t see your feet for landings on a 4” wide balance beam, a fall is coming your way.
Additionally, the masks are extremely hard to breathe in while doing a lot of physical activity. We told
our patrons that our coaches would be wearing masks and they can choose whether or not they had
their children wear the masks as well. Of the 385 remaining enrollments, only 3 children opted to wear
their masks during class and they ended up removing their masks before their class was over. We are
very careful to keep all our children and parents 6 feet apart to stop any accidental spread, which helps
void the need of the masks while in the gym.
Further, our procedures state that you cannot attend class if you have a fever.
Moreover, we do not have the income to provide masks for every customer. We are already losing
money with all the additional cleaning supplies we are buying and simply cannot afford this added
expense as well.
We almost lost our business due to the stay at home order and mandatory closure, and honestly, the
verdict is still out. We were able to reopen June 1st and our business was drastically reduced in March600 enrollments down to 385. We still have employees laid off and are unable to bring them back to
work. I am seriously concerned that this ordinance, should it pass, will end our time in Silverton as I do
not feel that I can can safely enforce this type of ordinance in my particular business and I do not feel
our patrons would abide by it and would, inevitably, stop doing business with us completely if their
children were forced to wear a mask during class.
Thank you so much for your consideration and from hearing from one of your small business leaders in
one of the most amazing little cities! Should you want to discuss further, please feel free to contact me
at 503-874-4392.
Celia Storey
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Silverton Gymnastics Academy, LLC
I am in suport of requiring face coverings in Silverton. I'm a nurse and my husband is
immunocompromised. I think the argument that people would take their business to Salem is
interesting because I have been shopping in Salem more because they have been masking more over
there. I'd like to keep my money more local and I'd like to feel more comfortable going out in Silverton
if more people masked. I'm happy many of our businesses are following CDC guidelines. I really feel
strongly this is a public education issues and needs messaging, media campaign, articles in Our Town
flyers etc even if you don't choose to require anything. I've attached a system reveiw and meta analysis
on the effectiveness of masks.
Thank you,
Sarah Weitzman, BSN RN CEN
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn.. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they can wear a
mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. The mask makes me feel unwell. Please
consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. Please protect our
freedom. My family and I do some shopping in Silverton and will take our business elsewhere.
Thank you
Raeesa Cam
I am a United States citizen, an oregonian and a silvertoian. I say No !!! If you want to wear your mask
to be safe do it!!! protect yourself. There are a lot of people that don't think a mask is healthy including
our surgeon general ! we should not be forced to do so !!! that just won't work in food service or for
most other people in business like this pandemic has not put enough hardship on us all. Forcing people
to wear a mask in our shops and stores will drive business away and we all need all the help we can
get!!! Again not just no but Hell no !!! -Glen Damewood
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. I believe it should be optional. I believe these masks are more
dangerous than helpfull. For many the mask make us feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and
does not make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly
population? Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I
do a lot of my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will
come to that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
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TS West Cabinets
To whom this may concern,
It would be of great disgrace for the city of Silverton to have a mandatory mask requirement on the city
hall agenda. You are infringing on our 1st amendment.. I know times have changed but this would make
it worse for business owners in silverton... with working in dental I already don't like wearing a mask at
work.. My family grew up in silverton and do 99.9% of our shopping in Silverton. I can assure you that if
you pass this myself and others would move our shopping and business elsewhere as I would not agree
to follow such harsh rules.
Thank you
Christina Zenuhin
To the City Council, '
IF you choose to mandate masks , well This house WILL NOT COMPLY!!! It is Ludacris to make healthy
people wear one as that is now healthy people get sick. I for one have a deviated septum and have
trouble breathing in one. I don't for that reason. The CDC says to have SICK people wear one not
HEALTHY people.
So if you require it, we will NOT spend money in Silverton, but take it outside of town. And we do the
majority of shopping at Roths, Napa, ACE, and so forth.
AND allowing protests to happen where it can easily spread but making people wear a mask..... WTF!!!!
The Schey Family
Dear Silverton City Council,
Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony.
Four years ago I nearly died from Tuberculosis. I was in the ICU for almost a week. The surgeons put me
under and cut into the right side of my chest so the doctors could pull 2.5 pints of blood and puss out of
my right lung. I was intubated and put on a breathing machine for the first few hours after the
procedure.
When I woke up, I had tubes coming down my throat that pushed oxygen into my lungs and then
expelled it. I can not tell you how harrowing the experience of waking up gagging to the intrusive pipes
was.
The doctors told me that if I hadn't gone in when I did, I would have either drowned in my own blood or
my lung would have collapsed and I would have suffocated.
The worst part of this whole ordeal was the recovery process. I had to relearn how to use my right arm. I
screamed in pain the first time the nurses sat me up in order to help me walk to the bathroom.
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Worse of all, I had to wear an N95 mask when I was around my family. The mask was so tight that it cut
into my skin. I could barely breathe through that thing. Many times, my vision would become blurry and
blackout from the lack of oxygen just trying to walk from one room of my apartment to the other.
The doctors were not sure if I was contagious and out of precaution mandated I wore one to make
certain my husband and 10-month old child did not contract the same horrifying disease that nearly
took my life. The doctors knew my family had a chance to get sick while they were in the same
environment I was but they never even suggested putting masks on my family.
Why put a mask on those that aren't sick?
This was a commonsense medical practice last year. Why should we throw out common knowledge in
our fear? What does that fix?
Why would you put a muzzle on a dog that doesn't bite?
Why would you send the fire department to a house that wasn't on fire?
Why would you take away the rights of healthy law-abiding citizens who only want their children to play
in the beautiful Silverton parks and shop in the beautiful riverside stores that Silverton is known for?
I will not freely support a city that doesn't support my freedoms. To mandate masks for healthy
individuals, for a disease with a 97% chance of recovery is like flooding a house on the off chance that it
will catch on fire.
Do not mandate masks in your beautiful town. For my mother's sake who works in one of those
beautiful boutiques downtown. For my family's sake. I have yet to find another place that serves better
coffee than The Gathering Spot, better doughnuts than Roths and better burritos then Los Girasoles. If
your city mandates masks my family will take our years of patronage elsewhere.
Sincerely,
Raisa Egoroff,
To whom it may concern
I beg you not to pass the mandate to wear masks in the city of Silverton. I believe it should be
optional for all. If people are concerned about covid-19 they can wear masks. But I do not
believe all of us should have to. I have a 10 month old son & it is impossible to put a mask on
him when I go shopping. I do not believe I should wear a mask when my children will not wear
them. I also do not believe I should have to find a babysitter everytime I need to go to the
market. Therefore I will be taking my business elsewhere & I will recommend to family & friends
to do the same.
Thank you
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To whole this concerns,
The statement and consideration of a mandatory mask-wearing is unconstitutional and unjust. The fear
of COVID-19 is greater than the risk.
Our focus should be continuing to open and welcoming. For the individuals that choose to not feel
comfortable going out, we should also support and provide services to allow them to stay home where
they feel safe. We cannot continue living in fear. This is going to create a lot of negative publicity for our
town. The loud voices of a few in fear cannot be allowed to drown out the truth.
Jackson P. Sherwood
To start, I am against the mandate. My wife and I are both concerned about the corona virus and it's
spread. We socially distance and wear our mask where we think appropriate. We have heard many pros
and cons about whether a mask is effective or not. I do know that it restricts my breathing.
Personally, if the Silverton Government passes this mandate I will not be doing any business in Silverton.
How about putting a little trust in your people to do the right thing when appropriate.
Ray Salter

It is my understanding that the Silverton City Council will be discussing mandatory
mask issues at the June 8th work session. I would like to share my personal opinion
on the subject.
I feel the public has been overwhelmed by the current issues, first the Covid 19
virus and secondly by the discrimination and human rights outcry. This is a time
when the tight restrictions imposed by the virus have started to loosen up and
allow business to resume at a careful pace. Business employees are already in a
mask mandatory status, but the public is voluntary. Is this not sufficient
regulation? Do we want to penalize our local businesses with this kind of action?
Our local law enforcement has responded with much grace to all the public needs.
It is entirely unfair to ask them to be responsible for enforcing a local ordinance
requiring all citizens to wear masks, an ordinance which by its very nature would
cause a great deal of dissension.
At some point, the citizens must become responsible for making their own
decisions about health issues, theirs and others. I see a mixture of masks/non
masks whenever I am in the local businesses and do not believe that those not
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wearing them would be in gentle compliance with a legal restriction. A great deal
of friction would be stimulated by enforced requirements.
Why would we add any more stress to our law enforcement officer’s duties? This
would place them in a very unfavorable situation at a time when there is so much
public scrutiny.
I am not in favor of creating more stress and less respect for the public or law
enforcement by enacting a mandatory mask ordinance.
Becky Ludden
Hello,
I wanted to reach out and say I OPPOSE MASKS. I refuse to wear a mask. They make my
family and I feel light headed, and short of breath. I will not and cannot believe Silverton will
actually make this mandatory. Please think of everyone and DO NOT make this mandatory.
Thank you
Natalia Erofeeff
To whom it may concern,
I would be strongly opposed to requiring customers and employees to wear a mask.
Our employees run hard everyday and work mostly outside asking them to wear a mask and work as
hard as they do would not be healthy for them.;
Forcing customers to wear a mask will result in a great loss of business for people that are still trying to
recover from a bad situation, who will pay for the masks ? What are we trying to do support small
business or force them out of business?
Jeremy McCart, Manager
Les Schwab Tire Center Silverton
Good Morning,
Thank you for taking the time to read this email. I please ask that you do not
mandate masks to be worn for all in the city of Silverton, OR and make it an option.
This is an infringement on our 1st amendment.
I live outside of Silverton, OR and often do lot's of shopping and also have many
medical offices I visit with my family of 4. If this is to become a requirement I will
have to relocate to another city that does not require this.
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Please protect our freedom.
Thank you,

~Taisa Chernishoff~
Good morning! I am opposed to this, for so many reasons but most of all the people that will boycott
spending time & money in our town that so desperately needs it. I also feel that this is a day late and we
will be a dollar short(many dollars short) if this goes through!! So without dragging this on and on I VOTE
NO THANK YOU!!!
Cheers!
Adrienne Rappleyea
Wooden Nickel Catering
As a citizen of the Silverton district, I am asking for you to please not mandate masks.
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right.
I am a nurse and I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I also refuse to wear the mask in
public. The mask makes me feel sick, it makes me feel light headed, short of breath, fatigued and has
caused me migraines. The masks cause us to rebreath our c02 which over time causes c02 poisoning.
I am a healthy young adult Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly
population?
I do most of my shopping in Silverton including my family and if our rights are being stripped i will no
longer be able to support n bring my business to Silverton.
Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Natasha Efimoff
Silverton City Council
Re: Requirement for face coverings in Silverton retail, business and other establishments, including cityowned facilities
To whom it may concern:
I have recently become aware of the topic of discussion (Agenda Item 2.1) at the Silverton City Council
Work Session scheduled for June 8th. I am writing in opposition and do not support any such mandates
that require face coverings for the public at retail, business and other establishments in the City.
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I see this as an overreach of government—the only place appropriate for implementing a requirement
such as this would be public (city owned) buildings.
Small businesses have been compliant with recommendations and guidelines set forth by OHA and
OSHA to create safe work environments for their employees and patrons as part of the phased
reopening of businesses.
Just as businesses have the right to refuse service to those without shoes or shirts; they should maintain
the right to refuse service or entry to those without masks without a draconian rule which is to be
discussed at the upcoming Silverton City Council Work Session. This is a right and choice of the business
owner. The patrons also have the right and choice whether to patronize these businesses. Those who
are concerned for their own health also have the right and choice to wear masks and gloves in public
places or avoid them if they so choose—this shall not be forced upon others.
Since the ratification of Governor Kate Brown’s executive order, many businesses have been proactive in
providing means to accommodate those who may be in high risk groups such as online ordering and
curb side pickup—many Silverton businesses have adopted the same practices and have made them
available to their customers and have done so successfully.
If such a radical requirement was to be imposed upon us, it should have been discussed months ago.
We have surpassed the 2 week mark since the phase 1 reopening without a significant increase in cases
and now have greater access to testing—if there was in fact an increase in transmission and a higher
testing rate per capita, one can surmise that the rate of cases would increase at an increasing rate—this
has not happened.
While we can agree that masks help reduce the spread of pathogens, they are only as effective as they
are handled and worn—most masks I see worn are handled and worn improperly, which simply negates
the purpose of wearing them.
A few questions on how this will be enforced:
•
•

•
•

Is the business owner or patron penalized if a patron takes off their mask in a private business?
o How will this be policed and enforced?
Are there specific requirements on how citizens must wear and handle masks to maintain their
efficacy? Type of face mask? Do all have access to suitable face masks to be compliant with
what is being suggested?
What would the proposed penalty be for not complying?
To be fair and equitable, how will this be enforced in restaurants/bars, retail business or gyms?
One cannot eat or drink while wearing a mask. Masks can also create breathing
implications/risks by limiting airflow during physical activity.

In summary, I am advocating that the Silverton City Council supports and encourages the use of face
masks in public places and businesses without legal requirement. To legally require and impress this
upon the residents and visitors of Silverton is a gross overreach of government, whether municipal,
county, state or federal. Information included within the agenda packet supporting face mask
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requirements references large metropolitan areas, where many residents are dependent on public
transportation and services such as buses, light rail and ride share programs, as well as higher
population densities—a stark contrast to our community in Silverton. I can assure you that more
citizens will be receptive to the City of Silverton suggesting and advocating the use of face masks, versus
requiring them. If required, I believe it will have a negative impact on already struggling small business
and perhaps other negative repercussions within the community.
Respectfully,
Nick Arnold
Silverton Resident
Dear City Counsel men and women,
In regard to your meeting this evening about face masks.
First, I am hopeful that you all can see past your own personal opinions on this matter and take the
opinions/facts from the residents and business owners of this city.
With that said, I’m curious how this ordinance will be enforced at our local restaurants? Will the
restaurants be forced to shut down again as a result? What about the business offices where family
members work together (and also reside in the same house) but don’t see any foot traffic inside? Why
should these people be required to wear a mask? How do you find it feasible to workout in a mask? It’s
challenging to breath without getting your heart rate up with a mask on. And while on the subject of
working out, what about those who have anxiety over having their face covered and can’t wear a mask?
They then can’t go do the ONE thing that naturally helps them with their anxiety?! Or those with
respiratory issues that wearing a mask would cause more harm to? Sure, you can take the stance that
these are the people that need to be wearing a mask, but if you look at the news release from June 5,
from the World Health Organization, “people can potentially infect themselves if they use contaminated
hands to adjust a mask, or to repeatedly take it off and put it on, without cleaning hands” “Mask’s can
also create a false sense of security, leading people to neglect measures such as hand hygiene and
physical distancing”
Considering the economical impact this will have on local businesses who have already significantly
suffered, it seems ridiculous that this is even cause for a meeting. If you all, as “supporters of Silverton
small businesses” think this mask idea is what’s right, you’re not truly supporting our the businesses of
our town. This is a business and person to person decision to be made, not a government decision.
I hope that you can make the correct decision aside from your biased opinions and see what right for
our community and business owner.
Alisha
Dear Whom ever it may concern.
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I am a concerned citizen writing to you today on the subject of potentially masks mandatory in
Silverton. Please please please do not make them mandatory. Some people get light headed and sick
while wearing masks because the fabric restricts their breathing. Some people wearing masks have their
nose exposed so they could breath better which makes the mask ineffective. America is a free country
so people should be able to choose if they should wear them in public. As a mother I am begging you,
please don’t bring this tyranny to the lovely town of Silverton.
Thank you
Anfisa Basargin
We don't need a mask Mandate. We are already doing well following the guidelines. This Mandate will
only lead people to lose confidence in our city council and especially our wonderful Mayor.
Jean Knapper
To the City of Silverton
To Whom it May Concern:
Good Morning...
Thank you for taking the moment to read this message and I hope that all of our voices concerning this
matter are being heard throughout the community.
Silverton is such a wonderful town and a great community all around. My children go to Silverton high
school and I can’t say enough about what a great school and staff they have there. Our children are very
much involved in school with ASB leadership, FBLA, sports, theater, and so much more!
As a family of 7, we spend a lot of time in Silverton. We support many of the business there and with
being a family of 7 that means lots of shopping!
However, we recently heard and are concerned about the possibility of a mandatory masks for all
employees and customers in the city of Silverton.
First of all, that is stepping on the 1st amendment. Why is that being taken away or even being
considered here in Silverton?
Does nobody care about the 1st amendment anymore?
Do we want to be that town? Let’s keep Silverton the way it is... the best town here in the Willamette
Valley!
It should be optional with the business owners, employees, and us as the customers!
Especially optional for us CUSTOMERS who are supporting these businesses.
What is a business without customers?
Sad to say, as much as I love Silverton, I believe in my 1st amendment rights and my family will go
elsewhere, if this mandatory mask is going to be required in our town here in Silverton.
I believe in keeping Silverton safe is NOT by mandating a mask requirement for all.
It should be a choice and optional for all.
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I believe keeping Silverton safe and keeping it a great town is by respecting the 1st amendment rights!
Thank you,
KLAUDIA
I don't want to see a mandate. I'm always respectful to all of the businesses by wearing a mask but to
enforce a law like this would be damaging to our community. Taking away the choice of business owners
and or patrons is a big mistake. Please don't do this. Many will take their business elsewhere where
choices aren't taken away from them. Thank you for your consideration.
Dianne Salter
Dear Mayor Palmer and all esteemed members of the Silverton city council,
As acting president of the Russian Old Believer Community organization (ROBC), I wanted to express my
deepest concerns on the topic that will be discussed at today's work session on having ALL businesses
require all customers and employees wear masks when doing business in the city of Silverton.
If this ordinance was to pass, our community would have to take our business elsewhere, to other towns
or cities. As you know there is thousands of us Russians in the Willamette Valley and losing our business
would deeply effect the bottom lines of many already struggling businesses.
I, myself am a business owner and resident of Scotts Mills, have always choose Silverton first for all
my personal shopping needs, and with building houses and doing remodels, I have used Withers
Lumber a Silverton business for all my construction needs, so its safe to say I have spent over $100,000
in Silverton, just in the last 3 years alone. I also have a large family and my Roth's/Safeway and gas bill is
over $1,000 a month, all that will be taken to another community and to other business outside of
Silverton if this ordinance was to pass.
And as President of the ROBC, I would encourage our whole community to also take there business
elsewhere. I personally love everything about Silverton and it pains me to even think that we have to
go this route, but we as a community have to stand up for our freedoms or they will be taken away from
us, as is the case with this ordinance.
Please call or email any concerns that you have or that I can help with. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Larry Semerikov
President
I’m writing to let you know I oppose the proposed ordinance requiring all persons to wear a face
covering while utilizing a Silverton business.
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Owners and patrons should have the choice to serve a client or enter a business based on each
business’s face covering policy but this should not be a mandatory requirement imposed by Silverton.
I personally would choose to utilize Silverton businesses less and go to another city if this became a
mandate.
Please consider my comments when making this decision today.

Kelsey Hupp
Hello and thank you for taking the time to consider my comments.
After reading the Mayor's message this morning regarding the potential for a city ordinance
requiring the use of face coverings in any business in town, I'd like to offer my opinion.
I am not necessarily opposed to requiring face coverings for all businesses in Silverton, but the
ordinance should include exceptions for practicality. Making a blanket requirement may be
unreasonable in some instances. For example, as a dentist, my patients can obviously not be
wearing a mask during their treatment. I also think of restaurants that are now able to offer
dine-in services. Requiring someone to wear a mask while eating is not reasonable.
If such a city ordinance is indeed proposed, I only ask that consideration be given for all types of
businesses, and the ordinance contain provisions based on common sense.
Thanks for your attention. Kendall T. Pyper, DDS
To Silverton City Council,
I am hearing rumblings about you folks discussing mask requirements for your cute little town. My
immediate and extended family have enjoyed visiting Silverton for years: patronizing, spending money,
supporting local people and commerce. I'd like to let you know that if you even suggest masks be
"mandatory" for employees, patrons, anyone, we absolutely will not be visiting your town. Just
because a mask makes someone "FEEL" safer, does not mean it factually is. It also makes you all look
like idiots. My family is bothered being around folks wearing masks, and I will not expose my children to
being around people wearing masks. It's ridiculous and you all need to move on to ideas that will
actually BENEFIT your town.
Rezentes Family
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
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my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Keya Burkoff
Hey Mayor Palmer, hope all is well with you and your family. I am just here to share my opinion on
possibly mandating wearing masks for all small businesses in Silverton. I just wanted to personally say I
am not in support of this because of how the masks make me physically feel as they make it difficult for
even me to breath, as a healthy and energetic 16 year old. Imagine how it would feel whenever a young
kid or an elderly person would feel whenever they have to go and purchase essential items, they
wouldn't want to. Please protect our 1st amendment rights and help not turn the Covid-19 crisis into a
snowball of new negative regulations. It is clearing up, so we need to stop worrying as much as a lot of
us have. We have taken the necessary precautions and we feel as if we don't deserve or need to take
any more of these types of actions and we believe that there are other and easier ways to stay safe
during these times. Thank you and have a great rest of your week!!
Isaac Semerikov
ASB Tech/Spirit Director
Good Morning,
Please be advised I oppose the potential ordinance of requiring all persons to wear a mask. I urge you to
protect our 1st amendment right and keep the wearing of masks as optional. My family and friends do a
LOT of shopping in Silverton, but should masks be a requirement, we will take our business elsewhere.
Please do the right thing and protect our freedoms!
Thank you kindly,
Katirina Alagoz

When reviewing the information regarding mandating face coverings in Silverton, please review
all sides of this topic as it is not only about wearing a face coverings or not. Face coverings
alone will not stop the spread per OHA. There are problems when a statement says “All” will be
required. This could create further discrimination, divisions, and impairment to some.
In the governor's orders under face coverings (link below) there are listed reasons as to why face
coverings are a recommendation and not a requirement when unable to maintain social
distancing. Be sensitive to the fine details, no really please be sensitive and look beyond
yourself. Slow judgement as you are not aware of each individual's medical history. They are
not medical grade masks, as those need utilized by medical personnel. Face coverings were never
intended to be worn all day, with a little education on proper use, cleaning, replacement
(throughout long shift or when moist/dirty/touched by dirty hands), or discarding. Facial hair
prevents proper fit and reduces effectiveness per the OHA, will Silverton allow beards? Someone
asked, are you a good person if you don’t wear a face covering? In response, are you a good
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person if you wear one, but not properly? Will Silverton educate on proper use, as most citizens
have a face covering, but wear it improperly.
Face coverings may also not support the work the community is doing now in equality,
unfortunately, and would never want to see this be yet another barrier.
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2288K.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-27.pdf
”Take into account that requiring people to wear face coverings affects people differently
including people of color who may have heightened concerns about racial profiling and
harassment due to wearing face coverings in public”.
Will Silverton be sensitive to this population? How? Discrimination? Racism?
“Provide exceptions to the policy to accommodate people with certain health conditions, or
children under two years of age”. (Link below)
•“Children over the age of 2 may wear face coverings if under close adult supervision in
stores when social distancing cannot be maintained.
• Children of any age should not wear a face covering:
*If they have a medical condition that makes it difficult for them to breathe with a face
covering;
*If they have a disability that prevents them from wearing a face covering;
*If they are unable to remove the face covering independently; or
*While sleeping.
*Never under 2 years old.
*Face coverings cannot be required for use by children and should never prohibit or
prevent access to instruction or activities.”
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2353.pdf
Will Silverton be sensitive to this population? How? Discrimination?
“Take into account that places of public accommodation must make reasonable
modifications to their policy to allow people with disabilities to access their services”.
Will Silverton be sensitive to this population? How? Discrimination?
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There was also a statement that read would a fine or incrimination occur? Would Silverton
police be involved? Would this support or further divide with all of the recent news? Would
Silverton police have time for this additional duty? Would one of the above groups need to carry
a doctor's note to not be targeted or discriminated against? If it was a POC would it be racism?
Some may not wear one because we live in America, but don’t we? Will citizens be listening to
City Council more than our medical providers based on each individual's health needs?
Statements on all documents by the professionals is that face coverings alone will not stop the
spread- how will that be addressed by City Council?
These are just a few complicated positions (as there are many more to consider) Silverton City
Council should consider in this complex decision.
As a proud medical professional, this is not meant to be an argument about for or against face
coverings in general. The point is this is far bigger than Silverton City Council to decide for
“ALL” individuals without discrimination, divisions, and impairment to some.
Thank you, Jodi Peterson
Silverton Mayor and City Council,
We are looking at a very divided country which has overflowed into a divided city of Silverton.
No one disputes the safety of Silverton citizens is at the upmost importance. On the other hand to
paraphrase a great man “ To give up freedom for some temporary safety, one deserves neither“
All four of the freedoms we display so proudly in our town, by mural, have been challenged.
Right now fear grips a lot of the community. Forcing the people that shop in our town, to wear masks
does not curb that fear. It adds to it. We should show strength, not weakness.
The town should not restrict Silverton beyond the states mandates. If we do, the division between the
“maskers” and the “unmaskers” will grow. Thus drive a bigger wedge in the community.
With the virus under control in our community, it does not make much sense to add kindling to fire.
Respectfully submitted;
Robert Wagner
Dear public comment and Mr. Palmer,
This is outrageous to have masks on at all times the doctors have specifically said that it is bad for your
health multiple times and not to wear them. I will not comply to this and neither will my family we will
boycott Silverton which we love Silverton and continue to go their. We will take our buisness else where
and not look back till the masks come off. Please be strong and make the right choice for the people
dont give into this tyranny. Be the example of what America was built on land of the free and home of
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the brave because we the people we are couragious and we stand up for whats right. Dont take peoples
smiles with these masks everyone has already been through so much this last year seeing a friendly
smile when your grocery shopping or walking in the parking lot makes me feel better how about you? In
conclusion please protect our 1st amendment rights and please let mask be optional.
Thank You and God Bless!
Claudia Nikiforoff
Dear Mayor Palmer,
I'm shocked that the city of Silverton would have a mandatory mask requirement on the city hall
agenda. You are infringing on our 1st amendment. Not only that, but passing this will cripple and
damage the little business in Silverton on top of the shutdown. As a resident of Silverton I try to do the
majority of my shopping locally. If wearing mask is mandated I will be forced to do my shopping
elsewhere.
Thank you for your time.
Polly Burkoff
I oppose masks. I will take business elsewhere. Dr Fauci has flipp flopped on masks and there is no
evidence they stop spread of covid.
Anna rodgers
Hi there,
It is important to understand that masks do not help the only take personal rights away . I will not shop at
Silverton if the city passes this Mandate
Penny Thomas

To whom it may concern,
I am asking for you to please not mandate masks to be worn by everyone in public places. Please leave it
as optional and protecting our 1st amendment right.
Please protect our freedom.
Thank you and God Bless!
Concerned citizen,
Rosie Semerikov
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On behalf of myself, our staff and hundreds of members who have enthusiastically returned since we
were “allowed” to open our business back up I can not oppose strongly enough the proposed mandate
to require masks at all times in businesses in Silverton.
First, the World Health Organization recommends masks only be mandatory In certain clinical situations
or for certain populations, NOT where social distancing is possible. The council does not know better
than the WHO. Their updated recommendations should be mandatory reading for every member.
Second, for many business (like ours) masks actually create new, if unintended, dangers to health.
Hundreds of our members suffer from asthma, allergies, heart problems and other respiratory issues
that make maximum oxygen intake vital.
Health experts recommend for these people to exercise indoors (to eliminate environmental factors)
and WITHOUT masks, which limit oxygen intake. Not all businesses are the same and an umbrella rule to
require us all to wear masks will put many of our clients at a higher risk of health complications. Being
that exercise is the best way to boost the immune system, this rule would tie our hands in doing our part
to keep Silverton healthy.
The state mandated shutdown damaged businesses beyond comprehension. Now that they have
allowed us to reopen the council considering overruling their rules is beyond reckless. Our business
community is somewhere between collapse and revolt already. I urge the council to not make it worse.
Our mayor recently stated that the demonstrators at the rally did a “Pretty good job of trying to social
distance”. As business owners we do a GREAT JOB OF DISTANCING AND GIVING OUR MEMBERS WHO
CHOOSE TO COME IN A SAFE PLACE TO BE.
I hope the council decides to let us keep at least o few of the rights we have left in operating our
businesses.
Sincerely,
Mike Thompson
Silverton Fitness
Dear Mayor;
I recently heard about this requirement for all persons to wear masks within the city of Silverton. I know
this requirement will not be true as it is an infringement on peoples civil liberties and rights therefore
even putting such a matter before any city Council is quite frankly irresponsible. I strongly urge any
councilmember and especially the mayor to rethink these sorts of infringements To be discussed as the
city will lose an exponential amount of business just because somebody had an idea To take peoples
liberties and freedoms away. Thank you for your time in reading this letter; Concerned Citizen Sent from
my iPhone
Leo Frolov

To Whom It May Concern,
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I want to thank you for taking the time in reading this email. I am asking and begging you to please Not
mandate masks to be worn in public. It needs to be optional and a freedom of choice for everyone. I
believe these masks are more dangerous than they are protective! If you believe that you are protecting
the city by mandating these masks you are so wrong, this cannot happen. You will cripple your city by
mandating these masks. Everyone will take their business elsewhere and please think about the future
of the small businesses of the city. I am in healthcare and refuse to wear the mask in public. Wearing a
mask causes more damage to my health then good. Wearing a mask does not protect you from
anything. You have to believe that. Whoever is forcing you to do this to our city, they are slowly trying to
take our freedoms away from us Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Anna Snegirev
No wearing mask should be required..should be optional
Anonymous
I am writing to support a proposed ordinance for community wide face masks, which is inline with WHO,
CDC and medical guidance.
Ashley Graves
I would love to visit and shop in Silverton again, but sadly your intended mask requirement will keep be
from doing that.
Do you know it's a violation of OSHA laws to have depleted oxygen levels which wearing a mask
certainl does.
Besides no medical evidence justifying masks keep people from getting sick. With all the damage it can
do to a healthy person, imagine a sick person wearing them.
I am deeply disappointed that the City of Silverton has bought into this whole thing. Have you not done
any research about how dangerous masks are to healthy people?
Lung infections, CO2 poisoning, increased bacteria inhalation, dizziness, short of breath...
They are dangerous and you forcing healthy citizens to wear them will force me to take my business
elsewhere.
I guess if any of your citizens get ill from wearing one, you can hide behind the guise of public safety as
directed by a suggestion.
-Cheryl Baker
I am against making masks mandatory in Silverton. It should be a personal decision.
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My six year old son will not wear one and he cannot as he has asthma. It makes him feel he can’t
breathe.
I realize they usually make exceptions for people with medical conditions or those who have trouble
breathing. However, I think we already have this situation going on in Silverton. Those who desire to
wear them already do, and those of us who feel our breathing Is restricted don’t. We are already self
monitoring this. To put a rule/restriction/whatever in place would only exacerbate community disunity.
It will give way to more bickering. You know it too. And it will deter people from shopping here or
doing business here putting even more strain on struggling businesses.
My 11 year old son will not wear one. It makes him feel like he can’t breathe. If he has to wear one to
get out of the house in his own town, we will shop elsewhere.
I do not care to wear them either. It restricts my vision to some degree and my breathing as well. I may
be able to put up with it longer than my sons to run in and grab milk from Safeway for example, but will
I feel like browsing at the Red Bench or a thrift store while struggling with one? No. I just won’t shop
here or do anything I don’t have to do.
Is this really what we want? You’ve all seen the data and the flip flopping on if masks even do any good,
so I’m not going to bring that up here. But at a time when our children (and many emotionally fragile
adults) are struggling with the fears of the day and loss of normalcy, and where people are struggling
with depression over all of this, do we REALLY want to mask all of our citizens and feed the despair of
“life will never be normal again”?? Do we want to cause our children to have to suffocate in them, and
lose the friendly smiles of friends—The encouragement of being able to go out and experience
something—ANYTHING that feels normal? I’ve had to deal with the questions of: “why can’t we go to
school..” Why can’t we play in the park?“ “Why can’t we go to the beach?” “Why can’t we go to
church? “How come Grandma can’t come over?” “How come I might miss my brother’s wedding?” Etc,
etc.
Now we are going to take away their ability to go to a store in their own town? or a restaurant or
maybe even a park—right when we are opening up?? This feels oppressive. This doesn’t seem right.
This is stealing—stealing their experiences of a happy childhood. All from a state that’s had excellent
statistics on Covid 19. Stealing when the statistics across the world don’t bear out this type of response
this late in the game.
People can choose to stay home or order groceries in or wear a mask or hide away as long as they want,
but please don’t ask this of all of us. We need our community. We need fresh air. We need smiles. We
need freedom to make our decisions about ourselves and our families. This may mean taking our
business elsewhere. But we hope we can invest in our own little town and the business owners who
need our support so badly.
Sincerely, Jill Schiewe
Even the best respirator/mask doesn’t guarantee were protected against the virus. Imagine what a
bandanna ‘can’t do’, but allowed as an acceptable cover.
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Respectfully requesting that you DO NOT MAKE MASKS MANDATORY for everyone in
Silverton to visit businesses. Local businesses would suffer greatly and the greater majority of
people who are not susceptible to Covid would pay the price for a very select few. Look at the
factual raw data and you'll see that making masks MANDATORY for everyone would be a
serious mistake. I'm not a doctor or a scientist but it seems a little too late in the game to make
this decision. If people feel like they are sick or susceptible, they should stay home. That doesn't
mean that everyone else needs to suffer. Do the right thing and keep things moving forward, not
backwards.
Gabe Farmer Dear council members,
I am sure that the discussion and decision that you are considering tonight is not an easy one.
Writing to you to share my thoughts has not been easy for me either. I would like to be able to
continue to make my own decision about whether I wear a mask or not and allow others the
same freedom. I choose to not wear a mask as it compromises my ability to breath as well as

Page 85 of 127

see. I have enjoyed being able to support our wonderful local businesses. I hope that they are
allowed to decide what is the best for them and their employees.
Thank you for listening.
Sincerely Nancy Barker
City council,
Please count me as an emphatic NO to the idea of mandatory face masks. I suffer from asthma
and am advised not to wear a mask while exercising. I have to go to a gym because I am also
advised not to exercise outdoors during allergy season. Also, ALL of the latest updates from
WHO and other independent research shows that the death rate of Covid is probably between
.01 and .03%, not the 1-3% initially feared. Open minded people have to admit that this is no
higher death rate than the seasonal flu and government intervention has gone way too far
considering this. Let businesses survive and do not interfere, now that the state is beginning to
back off on restrictions.
An Be
Silverton City Council and whom it may concern,
This letter is for testimony of my complete opposition of the mandatory face mask ordinance under
discussion at this time. Each business is aware of the precautions that are to be taken and are following
the requirements and there are limits on the number of people that can be in facilities. We have
statewide opening of business that is being approved by the Governor and other city Mayors. Why
would our community be handled differently than others?
I believe this is an unnecessary, non proactive approach.
David Potter, Potters Auto Specialties
To whom it may concern,
We are concerned about what's going on in our little town. I hear that you want to pass a law making
mask wearing mandatory for everyone. That's ridiculous. I personally consulted 2 nurse friends of mine
and they both agreed that wearing a mask is harmful to you if you're not sick. Sunshine and fresh air is
what people need. It's common sense. Stop the lunacy and it's time to move forward and for God's sake
open up the swings and public seating so people and children could enjoy being outside. It is not healthy
to breathe in your own carbon dioxide. I love the little town of Silverton. I had a child born in
Silverton. I once lived in Silverton. We go there everyday, but we will take our business elsewhere if
you do not stop the lunacy. I stopped shopping at Costco because they make you wear a face mask. I
shop in Silverton, but I will not if I'm MADE to wear a face mask. I can't breathe in a face mask. Thank
you very much, Natasha Boru
To whom it may concern,
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Thank you for your time in reading this email. I am writing today asking that you do not mandate
wearing masks in public. This should be a choice made by an individual person based on their personal
needs. Majority of people will still chose to wear them for their safety but many people find masks to be
constricting, claustrophobic, and according to many people working in the medical field unnecessary. I
live very close to the Silverton area and often do my grocery shopping there as well as use other
services. However if masks will become mandated I'll be sure to support businesses in another city that
respects my freedoms. Please do not mandate masks in Silverton. Thank you and stay safe.
Susana Chuprov
Dear Silverton City Council,
I am writing this to let you know that I OPPOSE the requirement of everyone wearing masks in
Silverton. As a Silverton resident, and a Citizen of the United States, I believe in the freedom of choice.
Although we can all agree that there is a public health crisis and we need to protect our vulnerable, we
must not do that at the expense of individual freedoms. I, along with many other residents, am happy to
do my part in preventing the spread of disease such as practicing social distancing, sanitizing frequently,
and staying home when we are sick, but I do not agree with the mask policy. Requiring everyone to wear
masks will only hurt Silverton business even more, as many will choose to shop elsewhere, where masks
are encouraged, not required. Please take my statement and our freedoms into consideration, thank
you for your time.
-Susana Efimov
Hello,
Making it mandatory for everyone to wear masks is ridiculous. The health costs associated with wearing
maskings for 8 hours a day/ 5 days a week is so bad for your health. I am 23 years old and I would rather
have the virus and build heard immunity since my peers and I are very healthy young adults.
This pandemic has been over blown by the media. This has NOT been anywhere near as bad as we all
thought it would be. It is time to open the economy and let people have their God given civil liberties to
feed their families and pursue happiness. We are very unhappy with our states decisions and actions on
this pandemic
Sincerely,
Zoia Kuznetsov
Hello,
My family and I moved here recently but our kids have been going to school in Silverton for the
last 6 years (their whole life). We moved here to escape the bigger cities and be part of a loving
community that got along and seemed to always be holding some type of event to bring the
community together. Now covid-19 and the BLM is not just a Silverton issue but they are both
issues that Silverton is forced to deal with (understanding so). Having the protest was great and
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I've always been for protesting but I'm not a fan of riots or slandering. I believe the people
slandering need to be put in check and not be aloud to lead any types of counsels or be part of
decision making, but their voices and options can be heard. When it comes to covid-19 and the
enforcement of wearing masks I believe it is a very slippery slope. If it is decided that it will be
required to wear masks you also saying that you don't care about HIPPA rules and
confidentiality and therefore are bias to one side of the health concern, which in my eyes is
completely wrong and not democratic at all. I understand the fear that some people have and
believe masks are the savior and in fact CDC has stated more than once they aren't even close
to a guarantee. We are also seeing the media say that social justice is more important than
social distancing, so that comment alone has to raise an eyebrow of what is really going on. I
only ask that the committee that will make this decision be of equal proportions to speak for as
many angles as possible and after that decision is made I believe it should go to a city vote of
some kind. To make a decision based off of 50% effective information and models that have
been proven to be way off would be huge misstep and just create more divide in this great
community.
Again, no one making false, unfounded fear based statements should be able to make these
decisions for a community. They've already proven to be bias for one side or the other.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter from a very concerned community member.
Jon Orton
Dear Mayor Palmer,
I'm shocked that the city of Silverton would have a mandatory mask requirement on the city hall
agenda. You are infringing on our 1st amendment. Not only that, but passing this will cripple and
damage the little business in Silverton on top of the shutdown. As a family of 6 we do 99.9% of our
shopping in Silverton. My family and friends that live in, or around Silverton will spend their money
elsewhere, that's for sure.
Thank you from a family of 3
Anonymous
To whom it may concern,
I encourage you to vote no on requiring the public to wear masks in order to shop in Silverton.
I know myself as well as many others would just as quickly shop outside of town in order to avoid this
unnecessary and potentially hazardous practice.
As a healthcare worker I have noticed a dramatic rise in patients fainting in my department as well as a
decease in the general well-being of other care providers. (Not due to viral sickness) These masks are
not meant to be worn for long periods of time and have been shown to be ineffective at virus
prevention. We also know that wearing one can actually do more harm than good, with Oxygen intake
restricted and Co2 levels rising, chances of getting sick actually rise, lowering immunity. Cross
contamination is caused when adjusting your mask and as your mask gets wet from your breath and
sinus drainage you will continue to re-inhale the virus.
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Thank you for your time.
Ashley Austin - Silverton resident
To whomever it may concern
Thank you for taking the time to view this email regarding my concern on mandatory masks. This
craziness will not be accepted as the new norm moving forward. The emperical model was
astronomically off yet experts are still following those suggestions. If this pandemic was actually deadly,
half of willamette valley would have dropped dead, I imagine, but that's not the case. In fact I know of
no one that has died of covid.
It would be wise to reach out to other experts in the world and not just Fauci. Professor Dolores Cahill
an immunologist and molecular biologist actually stated that with a Corona virus wearing a mask is
worse for the person than not. I would encourage you to look her up.
I don't live in silverton but I do like to shop in that pretty little town for certain things. Let me be clear, I
can order the same exact brand online but I CHOOSE to go support the local small businesses. And God
knows after the drastic lockdown they need all the customers they can get. Since Costco has
implemented the mask on upon entrance I have avoided that store and will continue until they lift that
mandate. Please think long and hard on this idea. As I have seen on social media just this morning many
won't shop in silverton if masks become mandatory. I think people really are getting very fed up with all
the egregious laws and mandates that are springing up on us. We dont want a world like the book The
Giver depicts. We want a natural world with freedom. The right to choose weather you want a mask or
not. I would rather build my immune system and live freely than wear a mask and be fearful of everyone
I pass on the street. That's not living that's existing. Thank you. –Vaselisa Avgi
To Whom It May Concern,
I am a business owner is the amazing town of Silverton and would like to share my opinion about the
proposed mask law you would like to enforce.
We as a county are getting ready to move into phase 2 re-opening. Had this been proposed at the back
in March I could’ve supported this decision.
I own a gym in which we service our community. The state does not recommend that you wear a mask
when working out, especially during a cardio workout.
Trainers are required to wear them if they are doing a one on one training session, and we have
honored all recommendations regarding social distancing while
working out. Equipment has been spaced accordingly, there are no live classes and we have no group
activities.

Page 89 of 127

We have already had members approach us and state they will no longer come into the gym if we
enforce mask while working out. Unless you have an
exemption for business like mine? Being closed for three months has hurt my business and community
significantly. Members have threatened to stop
shopping here in Silverton and taking their business to Salem and surrounding areas. We as a
community cannot let this happen.
My goal is to support a healthy well Silverton and not have members that are angry and upset.
Our members missed using the gym not only for physical reasons but mental health as well.
I need the support of our town and it’s council members. We need to support small business. Not
curtail the traffic going in and out of them
The CDC and the WHO cannot agree on wearing a mask. I would like to know why we as a town are
considering this?
I support any Silvertonian that feels the need to wear a mask and I support those who do not feel the
need to wear a mask. This should be
A personal decision, decided household by household.
Please consider all the small business and the loss of income that can happen if people feel like they are
being forced to do something that should ultimately be their decision to begin with.
Respectfully,
Robin Williams
Silverton Anytime Fitness
To whom it may concern:
As a citizen of Silverton, I urge you to keep your citizens free to choose whether they will wear a mask or
not. Do not take away our freedoms.
Neil Ferguson, the UK scientist who created the pandemic model of infection, has himself backtracked
his predictions. He only lasted 11 days in quarantine when he got the Corona virus, then left the house
to see his mistress, saying that 11 days in isolation was enough to stop infection. This entire pandemic
was not based on any accurate scientific model, in fact it was his high school daughter that came up with
the model, and he endorsed it, and it spread worldwide. The inconvenience and financial damage that
this has caused, we will pay for months to come. None of us need to keep entertaining this lunacy.
Businesses will suffer in Silverton, people will shop elsewhere.
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It would be one thing if the hospitals were filled with Corona victims, but they are empty. Protesters are
walking shoulder to shoulder, not wearing masks, and the infection is not spreading. Most states have a
declining rate of infection, and many have no new deaths whatsoever. This entire lockdown has been
based on faulty science and was blown way out of proportion.
Please fight to keep our people free.
Nick Konev
I viewed where tomorrow evening's meeting would have the discussion of wearing masks in places of
business in Silverton. I would like to weigh in as a person with hearing disability.
It is very hard to understand individuals in places of business with masks on without being able to see
their mouth at the same time. For me, this may cost me my job. As of now, I work in a medical office
where I am familiar with patients/have a computer telling me who is arriving. My coworkers have been
exceptional in helping me understand. But, when I do business in Silverton stores, it is very challenging.
The stress of continually trying to understand individuals with masks is very wearing.
Also, I hope the Council would consider that many individuals with anxiety, mental health, etc. can
hardly tolerate masks. I have personally witnessed an individual come to our clinic and had to stand i
parking lot until we were ready for him to see the doctor, due to claustrophobia/anxiety. As soon as he
was done seeing the doctor/crossed the threshold of our door on his way out, he tore the mask off and
yelled out. I realize this is a delicate situation, but please consider those with these disabilities. Thank
you so much.
Carlene Dettwyler
To whom it may concern:
I am asking you to please NOT mandate masks. It needs to be optional. If it comes to that I will
have to take my business elsewhere. Thank you for your time.
Evdokea Kuznetsov
To whom it may concern:
I ask that you do not move forward with your proposal to require face masks in all Silverton businesses.
As this is not a state requirement, I believe it is a detriment to the community as a whole, specifically
business owners who are already struggling in this economy. Additionally, there is conflicting medical
information regarding the effectiveness of wearing face masks. If this were to go into effect, it would
greatly affect the gym/exercise community as it is not reasonable to require people exercising to wear
face masks...in fact, I suspect there is even medical research to show that it is dangerous. I don’t believe
this is a liability that the city would want to take on.
I believe this ordinance is over-stepping and unnecessary.
Please do not move forward with this ordinance!
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Sincerely,
Tara Baldridge
Silverton resident
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Anfisa Matveev

To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Niella Zenuhin

Hello Silverton,
I currently work at a restaurant in Silverton, and wearing a mask while working is hard enough on its
own. It makes it hard to breath, hard to communicate with customers, and is very uncomfortable to
wear.
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I believe that it should be a choice to wear a mask. It should not be mandatory.
How do you expect customers coming into a restaurant to sit down and eat and drink to wear a mask? It
seems a little ridiculous.
I believe that this will make less people want to go out and support local businesses. You can’t expect
people to wear a mask while trying to eat and drink.
People are wanting get back to a somewhat normal routine. Everyone was just in quarantine for
months, so why keep pushing for more and more restrictions. Also its been a proven fact that the only
people that absolutely NEED to wear a mask are the elderly, the people working with the elderly, and
people that are currently sick. Wearing a mask actually makes you more susceptible to getting the virus.
Thanks!
Ellie Calkins
Please think about what this will do to businesses, especially the restaurants! We are already doing
everything in our power to keep people safe! At some point people need to be responsible for their
selves. If you protect yourself you should be fine. We need to get back to living, or then what’s the the
point! Please consider how much this will effect the businesses in town.
Thank you, Lindsey Johnson
To whom it may concern:
I would like to show support in opposition of the proposed silverton mask ordinance. This decision
needs to be left to state or federal health officials. Let individual business decide if they want masks
worn in their establishment as Costco has done.
Regards,
Ben Piper
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
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Thank you
Anonymous
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please NOT
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask.
I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I know of some people from our Russian
community in healthcare and they refuse to wear a mask in public. The mask makes people and myself
feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not make me feel good. Can you imagine how these
masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Arhip Alagoz
PLEASE!!!! DO NOT pass this and take my rights away. Don't make it mandatory to wear a mask. It
should be a CHOICE.
THANK YOU
Melina Kieling
Dear Mr. Palmer,
I do 80% of my shopping in Silverton and try to keep it local to support all the small businesses. Please
don't make facial masks mandatory. Many people get light headed, dizzy and have other health
conditions that make it difficult to wear these masks. I strongly believe they should be optional. I love
our small town please dont make me take my business elsewhere. Thank you for your time and
consideration god bless.
Kelly Barsukoff
Greetings,
I want to lend my support for the ordinance mandating face mask use in Silverton businesses. COVID 19
is mostly spread by the respiratory route. Wearing a face covering while around others provides some
protection from transmission. Studies have supported at least 50% reduction in particle release. This is
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particularly important when people have acquired the virus and have not or may not develop
symptoms. They are shedding virus but are not aware of it. Social distancing in businesses is often
difficult to maintain and is not enough for shouting, coughing and sneezing.
Thanks for considering my input.
Sincerely,
Sarah Peters MD
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this issue. I actually live in Mt Angel but do the
majority of my shopping (both necessary and leisure) in Silverton.
One thing you seriously need to consider is that many will take their business elsewhere if you make
mask-wearing mandatory. Some can't wear masks for health reasons and some don't think it's necessary
as long as they maintain social distance. The data on mask-wearing is not definitive by any stretch, so
why threaten local businesses (who are already struggling to gain back some ground after the lockdown)
with the loss of more customers. It is not a sound fiscal decision for the community and it does not really
protect people. Let people decide for themselves whether wearing a mask is important for their health
and safety.
Sincerely,
Laura Spuur
Good afternoon,
I am a resident of Silverton and I ask that you please do NOT pass the mandatory mask requirement! I
do 99% of my shopping in Silverton to support our town.
If this passes, I will no longer support any Silverton businesses anymore. When Costco passed their
requirements for everyone to wear a mask I cancelled my membership. If someone is sick of coarse I
understand taking all the necessary precautions. Other then that, this is tyranny.
Thank you.
Vassa Samoilov
To whom it make concern,
My name is Ekaterina Konovalov and I am against the ordinance of requiring all persons to wear a mask
in any Silverton business. As a human I believe it’s our right and choice to choose what we want and
have to do with our body. I’m not only standing up for myself, but for my family. I have seen people pass
out from wearing a mask all day and not having enough oxygen consumption. I also believe that it’s not
safe. Silverton is better than to be going with the masses. The reasons I loved growing up in Silverton
was because of the kindness and freedom and I believe we should keep it that way. We can still evolve
and grow without taking away human rights.
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Sincerely,
Ekaterina Konovalov
To: Silverton City Council
It has come to my attention that the Silverton City Council is discussing an ordinance to require
mandatory face masks for all businesses and their customers.
I do not have a problem with masks, in general, but I do have a problem with Silverton City Council
requiring businesses make their customers and employees wear them!
• Are there any cases of covid in Silverton? If so, those people should stay home, not go shopping in a
mask.
•Requiring customers and employees to wear masks is a business decision.
•The benefit of wearing a mask is questionable and controversial.
• An ordinance that affects business should only be made by the business and not by a City Council.
Businesses may suffer from this ordinance. Since people can “vote with their feet,” this may cause
people to shop elsewhere. This would create a hardship on the local businesses. Would the City Council
want to create more hardship?
• “To mask or not to mask” is an individual decision. It is up to each person and business to make these
decisions. People and businesses bear the brunt of these decisions, not the City Council. This means
people and businesses should make these decisions, not a board.
• Silverton City Council needs to focus on making Silverton more attractive to businesses and its citizens,
not less. They could recommend masks, but not require them.
• Silverton City Council should leave this alone. Folks who want to wear masks should not be banned
from wearing them! Neither should shoppers and visitors be forced by Silverton City Council to wear a
mask.
We have been through enough in the last few months. Oregon is already lagging behind the rest of the
US—and we are doing very well and always have been. We need to leave this behind us. We need to
move forward.
Thank you for considering my ideas.
Deborah Butler
Silverton, Oregon
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> To whom this may concern,
> I'm shocked that the city of Silverton would have a mandatory mask requirement on the city hall
agenda. You are infringing on our 1st amendment and if this passes my family and friends that live in, or
around Silverton will shop and spend our money elsewhere.
>
> Thank you,
>
> Polly Zarkoff
To: Silverton City Council
From: Dengen, Inc
DBA Silverton Beverage
Re: II. Discussion Item 2.1
Council Members:
Dengen, Inc., officers Denny & Genie Stoll, purchased Silverton Liquor Store in 2000.Having
operated this business for over twenty years this last three months has certainly provided many
challenges!
The Governors mandate for Phase 1 stores reopening in Marion County states that all
employees, in retail stores, will wear masks.
Silverton Beverage never closed, being deemed essential, we are following the state guidelines
for masks but it seems unreasonable that the, City of Silverton, would usurp State mandates.
If masks are mandated who furnishes masks for the people who do not have them? Would that
be the City of Silverton?
Who enforces this ordinance if passed? Silverton Beverage is open Monday thru Saturday
10am till 7pm and Sunday 10am till 5pm. There would need to be a city official on site during
these hour of operation, as our employees, are not trained in ordinance or law enforcement.
If everyone is required to wear masks then are they to be denied to opportunity to shop at our
location without one? If so: will the City of Silverton be prepared to compensate businesses for
lost revenue in order for them to continue to meet:
1. Payroll
2. Lease Payments
3. Inventory Costs
4. Utilities
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What about our out of town visitors who enter our City and not aware of this ordinance? We
pride ourselves on being known as, Oregon's Garden City, we're not sure that this ordinance
would encourage visitors to our town!
If the ordinance is passed, is the City of Silverton, prepared to face the legal challenges and
medical expenses resulting from respiratory problems, caused by employees having to wear
masks for 40+ hours during their work week?
Being involved with the Silverton Chamber of Commerce and sitting in Council Chambers,
where Mayor Palmer, sits tonight for eleven years, we encourage you to allow Freedom of
Choice and abide by guidelines set by the State of Oregon.
Respectfully Submitted by:
Denny & Genie Stoll
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Anna Zenuhin
Dear Silverton City Council,
As a nearby resident and frequent visitor to your community and it's hospitality industries, I
would like to comment on the mask or no-mask issue before you this evening. I will attempt
to keep this short and concise out of respect to your and others time constraints.
First, we have very little experience with the attempt to control this virus. We hear the
phrase 'follow the science', I for one don't want to follow any science that has only 60-90
days of research into a subject. With no hard facts to rely on we are left with opinion,
feelings, and the rush to 'do something' as demanded by citizens. Rushing into a solution is
no solution, and often leads to more dire consequences, a waste of funds both private and
public and the eventual ill-will by those that lost funds and or their businesses by complying
with dubious rules.
We are seeing the experts change their opinions constantly about the best course of action
on preventing the spread of this virus. Let me remind you, the medical field is called a
practice for a reason, they are constantly learning. The latest opinion from national and
international sources is to change your mask daily, if not you potentially risk accumulating
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virus on the mask medium (think of a virus sponge) making matters worse for the wearer.
And disposal of used masks, is it now a bio-hazard that must be disposed of accordingly?
Also, studies show that people wearing masks touch their face far more often than those
without a mask. That leads to spreading virus to anything those hands touch. 'But I wear
gloves' may be the response. Fine, do you change gloves daily, hourly, after contact with
every person you get within six feet of? And remember the disposal problem...
My request is that no decision be made immediately. One thing the current worldwide
protests and riots will do for society is show us how easily, or not, the virus will spread.
Wait twenty one days and if there is an explosion of CV-19 cases then we will have one
more major fact for science to consider.
We are experiencing very unique times. As elected and appointed officials, fathers and
mothers, sisters and brothers, you never anticipated such a problem.You have my
sympathy and respect. You want to serve and protect, while citizens demand a solution no
one is prepared to provide. Patience is the best course of action at this point for a virus that
is proving far less deadly than originally forecast. Keep masks optional at this point.
Sincerely,
Stephen Hunter

Dear City Council Members,
I am against a mandate to wear masks in Silverton businesses. Some people have medical issues that
preclude them from wearing a mask. They should be able to decide for themselves if this is something
they want/need to do. At some businesses, such as restaurants, bars and coffee shops, it makes no
sense for a customer to wear a mask.
If a business owner wants to require that customers wear masks within their business then this can be
stated at the front door. Paper masks can be provided, at the front door, for those who do not have a
mask. If a customer does not want to wear a mask, they need to shop elsewhere. This works well for the
Senior Center Thrift store.
In my opinion, mandating that people wear masks in all Silverton businesses would be very bad for these
businesses.
Sincerely,
Barbara Fischer-Chase

Here’s some medical info from the WHO: Source is https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/08/asymptomaticcoronavirus-patients-arent-spreading-new-infections-who-says.html
Preliminary evidence from the earliest outbreaks indicated that the virus could spread from person-toperson contact, even if the carrier didn't have any symptoms. But WHO officials now say that while
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asympomatic spread can occur, it is not the main way it's being transmitted. "From the data we have, it
still seems to be rare that an asymptomatic person actually transmits onward to a secondary individual,"
Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, head of WHO's emerging diseases and zoonosis unit, said at a news briefing
from the United Nations agency's Geneva headquarters. "It's very rare."
Jill Schiewe
To whom it may concern,
In a town with almost no issue with Covid I believe it should be up to the individual to wear a mask or
stay home. As a worker I am already required to wear a mask and clean constantly my ears hurt and my
hands are cracking but I do it so I can pay the rent. How are people supposed to eat and or drink in a
restaurant with a mask on? They can remove it to eat? Okay then what is the real difference in wearing
one at all, if they are contagious they've already spread it while their mask is down. As a science major I
really think we are starting to split hairs. I believe Covid is real, I believe it is highly virulent, I also believe
that micro doses of virus may be beneficial to our immune systems and I believe that once we let
everyone out sickness is going to shoot through the roof not just with Covid but everything because
everyone has been hiding out in ultra clean environments for too long. Dirt is a requirement for a
healthy immune system. We should be allowed to make a personal choice whether or not we would like
to wear a mask everywhere. Fresh air is good. Please for the love of the world and mankind do not do
this.
Sincerely,
Lindsay Watanabe
To whom this may concern,
Hello,
I have heard that there is consideration to make wearing masks in Silverton businesses a requirement. I
am writing to ask that this NOT be made mandatory . It imposes on our freedom as Americans and
unfortunately as much as I love Silverton , I will not be a patron in a business that has this requirement.
The masks make it difficult to breath for myself as well as for my child who is with me 95% of the time. If
this law passes, I will be taking my money and business elsewhere. Thank you for your time .
Raisa C.
Silverton City Council:
I do not reside within the city limits of Silverton, but I have enjoyed dining-in at resaurants within the
city limits four times beginning FRI,
22 MAY, followed or preceded by shopping within the city limits.
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If masks become mandatory where social distancing is already being practiced, I will patronize
businesses in other communities where stated Phase 1 practices are being followed.
Warren King
To whom it may concern:
Good morning, I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help. I am in healthcare and refuse to
wear the mask in public. The mask makes me feel light headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not
make me feel good. Can you imagine how these masks will make the kids feel or the elderly population?
Please consider keeping wearing masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of
my shopping in Silverton including my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to
that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you
Vassa Kartal
To Whom It May Concern,
I am an employee in one of Sliverton’s downtown restaurants and I am writing in protest of the
possibility of mandatory face coverings for business employees and customers. Not only are they a
proven ineffective barrier to the virus, it seems to make even less sense to increase “safety” measures
as the confirmed number of corona virus cases continues to decline, especially as our town is in
desperate need of customers to keep our businesses open.
I personally am unwilling to patronize any establishment that currently requires customer face
masks and I know many others who also refuse. These businesses are losing more money every day and
it would be heartbreaking to see our Silverton businesses forced into that situation against their wills.
Our rights feel fewer and farther between every day. Face masks make many who wear them feel
as if they have less or no identity. We frequent public places not just to spend money but to feel
connected, and Silverton is a place that people visit to purposely feel part of a community.
Please do not take away another of our freedoms. Please do not ask us to give up another piece
of ourselves when times are already so hard. Please allow us and our customers and visitors to show
their beautiful faces in the sun! Silverton needs us all and I believe beyond a doubt that mandatory
masks will damage our businesses and community.
Sincerely,
Eliza Winn
Hi This is Greg Chase,
I am aware of this Mandate for mandatory mask wearing. I guess I'm quite tired of everything that has
been going lately. I so worship my freedoms, and respect what was sacrificed by so many to allow all of
us to have these freedoms. It is very evident that these freedoms are being challenged as we are all
being told where we can go, how far to stay away from one another, what we can wear, how we are to
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vote, and what we are think, and if we don't do this we are somehow being callus, or racist, or sexist, or
something.
I personally do not want to be forced to wear a mask. I have no problems or concerns with the
distancing etc, but I know this is coming from the fears of a few. If those who are so fearful about this
virus wish to wear a mask, then I say they should. I just don't like them telling me I have to wear one.
Some of these are the same people observed during the Protest, some not wearing a mask, some were.
Some were very quick to remove them and socialize once the Protest was over. So i'm not sure if some
of the fears are mainly convenient ones or actual real ones.
However, staying on topic, I also believe that individual store owners should decide whether they wish
to require people to wear masks to enter there establish or not. I know of a group of Women who were
going around and harassing some store owners, and customers who were not wearing masks. To me
they pose just as big of threat as someone just wanting to go into a store and shop. I am well aware that
Covid-19 still is around, and is of course dangerous. I keep hearing of spiking of this happening now. Yes
some has to do with businesses reopening, but some also has to do with Protests. Certainly these
Protests are not adhering to the Governors rules and mandates. They are much more than 25 people
congregating together, they are not staying 6 feet apart, they are not all wearing masks, they are sharing
clubs, bricks, signs, etc. So I realize we are doing selective enforcement of the Governors rules and
mandates.
With all that said, if forced to wear a mask, I will probably just go and shop in other towns. I am tired of
being told how to live the rest of my life. Thank you for your time.
Greg Chase
First of all - straight to the point. I think this is absolutely asinine!
If someone is sick then they should stay home or they can wear a mask to make themselves feel
protected when out in the public.
There is no evidence what so ever that a "mask" is beneficial. There are many studies that say they
actually can make people sick.
Neither of us will be wearing a mask. It is our right not to wear a mask and if need be then we will take
our business to Salem.
Shame on the City of Silverton. I didn't realize that Silverton was part of Chi-NA.
Thank you ~
Donna & Alan Toline

Please do not move forward with masks required in every business in Silverton. Read the most recent
articles/studies about wearing them. Even CDC now says well people should not be wearing masks all
the time. If you enforce this, some businesses may have to close, such as the gyms which were recently
able to open with limited numbers. Also, it’s been mentioned that if you do it, some people will go out
of town to shop where it’s not enforced. I don’t believe wearing masks slows down virus cases, but it
very well may slow down business.
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Linda
To whom this may concern,
Good Morning and thank you for time.
I have heard that there is consideration to make wearing masks in silverton business's a requirement.
I'm writing to ask that this NOT be mandatory. It imposes on our freedom as Americans and
unfortunately as much as I love Silverton, I will not be a patron in a business that has this requirement.
The masks make it difficult for me to breathe. I do much of our shopping in Silverton as well as have our
Family doctor there. If this law passes, I will be taking my money and business elsewhere.
Thank you for your time and I pray that the council makes the right decision.
Pavla Johns
Silverton City Council Members,

It has come to my attention that your workforce is considering a mandate that requires
people to wear facemasks. As a person who teaches safety precautions and life saving
techniques to a variety of state and local establishments, I would like to pose a few
questions to you.
1. How will you enforce such a mandate? Are people going to be arrested and fined?
Is this what we want our police department to do? Do we need to cause more fear
and anxiety?
2. How will you handle possible cases of hypoxia due to increased C02 levels caused by
the wearing of masks? People with breathing problems will have reactions, which
will open up the doors of litigation.
3. How will you handle perceived safety over real safety? Masks are being touched by
hands and hands are touching surfaces. From there, hands adjust masks. Need I say
more.
4. Have you questioned why 66% of all new coronavirus hospitalizations in New York
were those sheltered at home www.ny1.com › nyc › all-boroughs › news ›
2020/05/07
Out side of these questions, there is a much greater and pressing issue. Do you feel that
people want a “nanny” city? Our chances of being killed by a drunk driver or any related car
accident is much higher than covid risk. Are you going to stop us from driving? If say we
need to adopt a new slogan, “Stay home, don’t drive, save a life.”
Life is a risk. It is not the responsibility of city or state to “keep us safe.” Prohibition was
started to keep us from getting drunk and dying (also a much greater risk than covid).
Historically, did citizens respond well to this? I don’t want my family to be subjected to an
environment that harasses people who have a difference of opinion. That was done in the
1930s in Germany.
Personally, I will travel 50 to 100 miles to not comply with this mandate if you choose to
enforce it. I will give my business to other towns.
Medical masks were made for health professionals to be up close and personal. Whether
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you are a Darwinist or a Creationist, the human body is made to develop it’s own immune
system. We weren’t designed, neither did we evolve to wear a mask. This is a virus. And
the only way to defeat a virus is through natural immunity and strengthening the immune
system, not by covering it up. A virus particle is small enough to go through a mask.

https://christopherpublications.com/unmasking.pdf

Please do not consider making this a mandated law. As a concerned citizen, I will
participate in any protest or effort to defeat this bill. The U.S Covid/flu strains of ’58. ’68,
and ’09 were all defeated without forced orders or strong arm techniques. Let’s follow that
same frame of mind.
Thank you for your consideration,
Rollyn Bettstone

To whom it may concern, I'm petitioning to keep masks as each individual's decision in Silverton. As the
health benefits of wearing a mask are also questionable, even more so should this be left up to the
individual to decide! Businesses should also have that right to decide for themselves as well. People can
choose where they want to shop based on what they're comfortable with.
Thank you for continuing to protect the people and our freedoms in Silverton!
Holly Butler
To Whom It May Concern,
Tonight when you are meeting to discuss the topic of putting in place a new city ordinance to require
masks be worn in all businesses, please take into consideration gyms and fitness establishments.
I understand the motivation to this city ordinance is to further protect community members, however
wearing a mask while working out is not practical or safe.
When working out your breathing rate increases, pulse increasing, body temperature rises, etc. In doing
so during a hard workout you could be breathing heavily and the fresh cool air is what your body needs.
Wearing a mask while doing this hinders the body’s ability to get what it needs. I’m sure many members
of the community can relate that when wearing a mask the air inside feels warmer, harder to get and
breathe fresh air, and that’s when you’re not being physically active. Requiring people to wear a mask
when exercising would amplify these feelings and could be dangerous.
If the body is being hindered from getting the fresh air it needs the result could be light headedness,
dizziness, difficulty breathing with the mask and could result in loss of consciousness. This loss of
consciousness could be very dangerous when being physically active - lifting weights, running, etc. Loss
of consciousness resulting in a fall and injury as result is just one negative side effect.
Please take the fitness establishments into consideration when you meet this evening. Thank you.
Darlyn Chester
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Dear Silverton City Council,
My name is Tara Fennimore and I am a bartender at the Wooden Nickel here in Silverton. These times
have been very tough for all of us, being a single mother of two and working at a restaurant these times
have been even more difficult. Not only has my job been compromised but the thought of my children's
health and possibly lives are being threatened by something we can not see. Despite this scary threat
there is a limit we have to think about to ensure we have a future during this stressful time on our
economy. Being a single mother of two I depend on my income to support them, I was not as fortunate
as others to get unemployment during our shut down time which means the income I am accruing now
is even more crucial than normal.
By passing this ordinance you will be compromising our business due to the inconvenience of where a
mask while trying to eat and drink. The guild lines that we have been enforcing have already been
causing frustrations across the board but have been accepted due to the knowledge that it is for our
safety. We as restaurant employees have been doing a great job of being as safe as possible by keeping
things clean as well as wearing a mask our selves however it seems difficult to ask others to keep a mask
on while they are trying to enjoying their meal. If this mandatory mask ordinance is enforced my
livelihood could very much be compromised significantly due to this frustration which will affect my
children's everyday life more than these distressing times have done already. So please think about the
consequences this ordinance will create and do not pass it.
Sincerely,
Your local single mother and employee
Tara Fennimore

Dear Council Members,
I have become aware that Silverton City Council intends to potentially instate an ordinance requiring all
persons, both customers and employees, of Silverton to wear masks when visiting any Silverton
business. I would like to make comment why this is an unfair law to enforce upon our town.
During the quarantine, I visited the local High-School Pharmacy located on McClaine Street in Silverton. I
was buying fabric for my daughter to create a gift for a friend. The young woman helping me at the
counter was not wearing a mask. I had one on, and made light of our encounter by saying I felt like I was
inside a shoe and didn't enjoy the mask thing at all. She informed me that she had been trying to wear a
mask, but she has asthma which is aggravated by hot moist air, and she was not able to make it through
the work-day with one on. Her symptoms became unbearable. This is just one example of many! If this
ordinance becomes a requirement, is this young woman to be forced to quit her local job and find work
elsewhere because she has a condition? This is so unfair! I know many other people, using asthma as
one example of many, who have health difficulties preventing them from using a mask. It isn't feasible
for them. I personally know of one family who are a one income household, and that individual has been
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forced out of a job he has held at Costco for 20 years because his physical condition prevents him from
wearing a mask. If this isn't discrimination, then I don't know what is! This ordinance will affect many
many lives and it is a decision for individuals to make based on their own circumstance and health! It is
understandable that the Covid-19 has created much panic and fear in the community, but the
restrictions being placed on the nations have created many other health crises such as a huge increase
in suicide rates, job loss, and alcoholism to name a few. This will only be one more burden to add to the
stack. Please consider all these things when thinking to make this type of blanket rule over the
community!
Sincerely,
Trisha Wiberg
I am writing this email, to speak for those of the small businesses in silverton. We are all already
struggling so please, PLEASE do not pass the ordinance stating we will have to all wear masks in every
establishment. My job is how I provide for my family, and i absolutely cannot lose it.
Samantha Whitaker

Re. comments on requiring public to wear masks in places
of business etc. Yes!! Business employees, market
employees, outdoor vendors, clinic employees are all
wearing masks (and are required to do so) to protect
US. The least we can do is wear masks in their presence
to protect THEM and each other. Yes. I feel it should be
required. Costco, clinics, dog trainers (!) are requiring
masks to be worn by clientele. That should be the case
everywhere. A motel on the coast recently posted: "No
shirt, No shoes, No mask, No service." Yes to masks in
Silverton!! Just asking for a little respect and care of
others....- not so hard. Thank you.
Virginia and Art Brown
Hi
I think it should be our choice to wear masks. It is my right to choose. Please don't pass this. Thank you
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Agafia Konovalov
During this time I understand the reasoning of wearing a mask while out in public. But for me, I find it
very overwhelming to wear while exercising. It just makes it harder to breathe especially when your
heart rate is up. Personally, I need to continue to exercise not just for my physical wellbeing but for my
mental health as well. If forced to wear a mask while at the gym, I will not be able to attend. I know I am
not alone on this issue. So please consider excluding gyms from mandatory mask ordinance.
Thank you,
Jessica Mageske
Life long Silverton Resident
Dear Mayor Palmer,
I'm shocked that the city of Silverton would have a mandatory mask requirement on the city hall agenda. You
are infringing on our 1st amendment. Not only that, but passing this will cripple and damage the little business
in Silverton on top of the shutdown. As a family of 3 we do most of our shopping in Silverton. My family and
friends that live in, or around Silverton will spend their money elsewhere, that's for sure.

Maria Chernishoff

Mayor Kyle Palmer and members of the Silverton City Council:
My name is Eric Stroup. Together with my wife Norma, I have owned and operated the
Silverton and Mt Angel NAPA Auto Parts stores since 1992. We employ 20 people, most of
which are full time, with good, living wage jobs. We have deep roots in this
wonderful community called Silverton. My wife and daughter were born here and I have
been here for 43 years. We are proud to call Silverton home. We walk to work here,
we spend our dollars here, and we support every charity or community event that asks. In
short, I feel that we are very “in touch” with the community.
We have been open for business 7 days a week, as much as 13 hours per day since the Covid-19
pandemic began. Our business was included in the list of essential businesses that remained
open when Governor Brown’s “Stay Home” executive order came out on March 23. From that
point on, we implemented the distancing guidelines, trained our employees on those
guidelines, and enforced them with customers when practical. I believe the distancing efforts
we have in place have been, and still are, effective. To my knowledge, none of our employees
have gotten sick from each other or from a customer; nor have our employees exposed anyone
to Covid-19.
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We have not been requiring our employees to wear masks. We have made them available for
any employee who chooses to wear a mask, but are not requiring it. The primary reasons we
are not requiring our employees to wear masks are safety and practicality. Our employees are
not cashiers or order takers who stand in the same spot or sit at a desk all day. We work in a
two story building with parts storage on both floors. Our people are very active in their jobs.
(For those that track steps on their phones or other devices, our people have logged as many as
8,000 steps per day.) They make many trips up and down stairs all day, many times carrying
heavy items. We are problem solvers; we talk non-stop all day long. We talk face to face with
customers, we talk on the phone and we talk with each other in collaboration to take care of
our customers’ needs in the manner that they expect and deserve. We run out to the parking
lot to help customers when needed. We carry out large and heavy items for our customers. All
of these things require being able to breathe freely, which is very difficult to do while wearing a
mask. For our employees who wear glasses, the problem of their glasses fogging up because of
a mask makes navigating stairs not just inconvenient, but downright unsafe. As we have all
witnessed, employees forced to wear masks spend a lot of time adjusting those masks while
working. This creates another safety hazard for our employees who frequently have been
touching things that should not come in contact with their faces while adjusting a mask for
comfort.
I served for 12 years on the city Planning Commission, and I am well aware of the difficult job
you all have before you. You have a responsibility to take care of this city the best way you
know how to do. It can be very challenging to know what that best way is because you will
always have people on both sides of an issue.
I urge you to not move forward with a city ordinance that requires face masks at all businesses
in Silverton for the following reasons:
I firmly believe that the vocal minority in favor of this ordinance has not attempted to work
in a mask all day (eight or nine hours) doing the type of work that we do. We are busy enough
all day long that our people don’t have the luxury of taking their masks off to catch a breath or
get some fresh air, except when they are on their lunch break.
All year long, we sell masks, respirators, and fresh air systems for dust, chemicals, and paint so
we know quite a lot about PPE. Masks are simply not practical in an environment like ours.
Forced compliance will result in masks being worn around the neck and a virtually
unenforceable rule.
I am reminded that we are in America and we are operating in a free enterprise system. People
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have choices and the system works well when left to work as designed. We are three months
into this pandemic now and until yesterday, we had exactly zero negative comments on our
lack of masks in the store. A gentleman called and left a message stating that he had chosen to
go elsewhere because we were not 100% in masks. That was his choice; the system works. It
does bear mentioning that we offer online and phone orders and no touch pickup for anyone
who asks.
The point is, we believe that it should be a choice, not a mandate. Please don’t put our
employees’ safety at risk with a forced mandate. Public safety is not at risk
here because any member of the public, including our employees, has a choice to not come in.
The public has spoken and they are coming in…hundreds of them every single week, some with
masks, and many without. If they were not comfortable with how we are managing their
safety, they would go elsewhere. Please consider these points before making a decision based
on what is perceived to be a well informed majority and may well not be.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Eric Stroup, President
Silver Creek Auto Parts, Inc
I fully support an ordinance requiring masks in all indoor businesses by employees and all patrons, as
well as outdoor activities where at least six feet cannot be maintained between people.
Paul Wigowsky
Concerned citizen
Hi
My names Mandy Jones, I’m the owner of Silver Creek CrossFit.
I’m emailing in regards to the mask ordinance being discussed tonight.
We will absolutely suffer as a business if this is passed. Our business like most, did suffer from being
closed over the Covid-19 shut down.
Before Covid we had many cleaning protocols that went above and beyond and now even more so.
I’m not against Masks in public at all. I wear one when shopping and coaching at the gym.
We take post covid life seriously at SCC. We have 7 foot taped boxes spaced apart with at least two to
four more feet between them. This is where are athletes train and stay to keep more than the
recommend 6 foot distance.
We lay equipment out before each class distances more than 6 feet apart. We clean bathrooms,
doorknobs floor and every piece of equipment touched before and after every class. I use a weed
sprayer back pack and drench the floor and walls in cleaner after every class. We have one of the few
EPA certified as a covid-19 killers to use for all of this. (it’s food grade and safe) and hard to get! We
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have drastically cut class sizes and changed our schedule to allow for extra cleaning. We take this
seriously.
We coach in masks, as what is asked of employees in all businesses.
We can not ask members to train in them. We do high intensity training often. Wearing a mask while
training does not just make it more challenging or uncomfortable, many people with asthma, and other
issues simply won’t do it and or have been advised not to. We will lose members. Our business will
suffer more.
We are not anti- mask or health our business is the business of health, exercise builds immunity and has
so many other benefits you already know. We take heath very seriously, and are not trying to
compromise the health of anyone.
Please think about all of the gyms in town while making a decision on this. All of us want to support a
healthy community, but this would be another set back.
We are doing everything we can to keep our members and community safe with all of our cleaning
protocols.
Thank you!
Mandy Jones
Please do not require every business in Silverton to require the wearing of a face mask by every
person. The rules that are in place now are sufficient. People who don't respiratory diseases
usually cannot wear facemasks. Also gym attendants and restaurant customers should not.
Social distancing, masks worn inside businesses such as stores, and hand sanitizer use are all
sensible and useful.
If masks are required for gym users or restaurant customers this will put many of those
businesses out of business.
We will be continuing to wear our masks when appropriate. Please do not pass this "Silverton " rule.
Kathy and Milt Kintzley

It is my understanding the Silverton City Council is proposing the wearing of face masks in all venues,
including gyms, restaurants and all businesses. If you’re not allowing patrons to enter business
establishments, which are already hurting from being shut down, without wearing a mask, you’re
shooting yourselves in the foot, and doing a total disservice to Silverton’s businesses. Also, how do you
plan to mandate this, especially for visitors coming in from out of town? If patrons choose to wear a
mask, it should certainly be encouraged.
If this proposal to mandate wearing a mask is the case, it is not feasible and totally ludicrous. We hope
you will reconsider.
Thank you for your attention regarding this matter.
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Respectfully,
Linda Bonn
I urge you to allow the residents of Silverton the freedom of choice. Silverton residents should not be
forced to wear masks.
Please vote NO on requiring Silverton residents to wear masks in businesses.
Heidi Steward
To whom it may concern,
I want to thank you for your time in reading this email. I am asking for you to please not mandate
masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they can wear
a mask. We are taking this seriously and do take precautions like hand sanitizing before going into a
business. I do a lot of my shopping in Silverton and will be very disappointed for all the businesses that
will suffer even more because people will take their business elsewhere. Please protect our freedom.
Thank you,
Natasha Tipikin

City of Silverton, City Council Work Session – Monday 8 June 2020.
Discussion Item 2.1 Public Comments:
Good evening Mayor, Council Members and City Staff. Thank you all of your continued service and
efforts to our great City. Especially during these stressful times. I write to you tonight in opposition
to the implementation of face coverings requirements for the public at retail, business and “other
establishments” in the City to prevent the spread of COVID-19 as described in Item 2.1. I appreciate
that at this point this is only a discussion, yet I feel it important to express my concern over such an
intrusion into the civil liberties of the citizens of Silverton.
As outlined in the agenda before you, the appropriate authorities within the State of Oregon have
unilaterally avoided similar implementations at the state, and county levels out of fear of Government
overreach, the confidence in Oregonians and decrease in COVID-19 cases. Those offices opposed to
such implementation include, Marion County and the Governor’s Office.
Also highlighted in your agenda; not one City or County in the State of Oregon, has chosen to
implement such restrictive and overreaching guidance. I believe they too see the value placed on
freedom of choice, and their confidence in the citizens of Oregon to do the right thing and to make
responsible decisions.
While the Oregon Health Authority and Center for Disease Control have issued recommendations to
wear a mask while in public, those offices also admit to their uncertainty of effectiveness of doing so.
Evident by the high volume of changing recommendations throughout this pandemic. The Governor
has been advised by both offices and has chosen not to implement such a policy for good reason. The
Oregon Health Authority has also implemented proactive measures to protect the public in retail,
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business and “other establishments” as pursuant to the Governors Executive Order 20-25, and her
phased re-opening plan. It is clear that the Governor and her advisors do not see additional measures
such as those being discussed tonight as necessary to slow the spread of COVID-19.
Please also consider the amount of counties in Oregon already approved and operating under the
Phase one of Governor Brown’s re-opening plan, and those preparing for phases two. This is
evidence that the proposed wearing of facemasks being discussed tonight is not necessary. The
requirement for the City Council to demonstrate and prove to the citizens of Silverton, the county,
and State why this policy would be necessary in light of the decline in cases, flatting of the curve and
re-opening of every county in Oregon, would in fact be near impossible to make and would not stand
up to legal objections.
Your agenda also highlights example cities who’ve enacted face covering requirement policies. It
inaccurately labels them as “local” they include, Los Angeles, CA. San Francisco, CA. Washington
DC and others. Not one of these cities is either local, nor can they stand in comparison to the size,
make-up or integrity of Silverton. If anything highlighting them and their policies should serve as
justification to avoid making similar mistakes here in Silverton. I’ll also highlight that almost every
city listed as having enacted such policies, is having to spend much needed money defending its
policies in court due to lawsuits brought by their own citizens. As a member of the Budget
Committee I urge you to consider the legal costs of follow such a path. Silverton cannot afford to be
forced into defending ill-advised policies in court. We have better places we could be spending our
money.
The Governing bodies at the State level have already done the work for you. Businesses are operating
under strict guidelines, the Governors orders are still in effect, and most importantly, the good
judgement and commitment to the health and safety of Silverton by all who live here, has been on
full display for months. Those who feel it necessary can and should wear masks when out in public,
business owners that wish to make it a requirement to wear a mask in their establishment can do so.
Additional action by the City Council is not appropriate or necessary. I also ask you to consider the
impossibility of enforcing this policy on your neighbors should you decide to enact such policy. How
would you differentiate between the exemptions? Does the Council get to decide what qualifies as a
religious exception? Or an approved health condition? And what does the Council propose as proof
of such a condition or qualifying exception? Should the citizens of Silverton be required to carry
documents signed by a doctor that state they cannot wear a mask due to health issues? Or verification
of an approved religion? And what will the fine be? Are we really considering fining citizens during
one of the greatest economic downturns in history? That is the reality of the discussion in front of
you tonight. There is no need under the current conditions to make such an intrusion into the life’s,
civil liberties, and personal choices of the citizens of this City. Last year the City wisely chose not to
enact a ban on smoking in public areas for many of the same reasons. I encourage you to revisit that
logic while considering this issue.
The power of fear is incredibly strong. COVID-19 and the current division facing this county scares
me, as I’m sure it does you. However, it has never been more important to come together and support
each other and celebrate our rights to personal choice, to assemble and be heard, and do so in a
positive way. This is not the time for a Government body to place additional restrictions on the
people it serves out of fear. Silverton has risen to this challenge as it has so many others, together. It
has done so with dignity and grace not seen in other cities. I urge you all to consider what makes this
city so great and ask you not to become the source of the problem by overreacting out of fear.
Thank you for your consideration and your continued commitment to Silverton.
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Ammon S. Benedict
Council,
Stop wasting your time on the topic of requiring all businesses to mandate wearing masks for
customers. The people who think this would be a good idea including some counsel members, need to
stop living on social media. If you are to scared to go out, don’t, there are options for you to be able to
just stay home. Most of us would prefer you to stay home.
The City will not be able to pass such a law without long litigation and courts getting involved. So, stop
wasting your time and feeding the public who live through social media false hope and wasting our time.
As business owners, we already have an uphill battle to just open with current regulations. We are all
following the guidelines set forth by the State. The States guidelines are sufficient, because they actual
have experts who develop the guidelines, not a bunch of people who want to feel special.
Silverton doesn’t need to make the news because we, one-upped the State. Masks are not going to
make dinning any safer. You are more likely to get into a car crash then contracting Covid. If local
businesses want to make it mandatory, that’s their decision. And 90% of the people with masks aren’t
even wearing them correctly, or even better, the old lady with the crocheted mask, which isn’t going to
help protect anyone.
Eric Druliner
Hello,
Thank you for taking the time in reading this. I am currently a resident of Silverton and would like to
give my opinion on mandatory masks in public. Let us begin with I believe that it infringes on the
constitution and our freedoms. If someone does not feel safe in public, they are more than welcome to
wear protective gear of their choosing. Forcing people to do something against their will is extremely
dangerous for the community and I believe residents will suffer and especially local businesses. I tend to
do all my shopping and business here and I will be forced to take it elsewhere. I do not believe forcing
people to wear masks is the solution. There are many credible sources that do not believe masks do
anything, or cause harm. Many studies show that cloth masks have higher rates of infection, finding
particle penetration in nearly 97% of them. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/.
A study on APRIL 7th was done concluding that masks have no reduction of influenza like cases for the
general population. https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.03.30.20047217v2.
If you look at the World Health Organization, they advise against it. The WHO explains that healthy
people do not need to wear masks to prevent or spread the coronavirus, and masks should only be for
those who are sick, caretakers and health care workers. We have seen cities that made this an executive
order and it turned out to be disastrous. The psychological impact that masks give off is another
concern. It makes people feel helpless and not hopeful about the future, inciting fear. The fact is the
science behind wearing masks is very unsupportive. I believe in freedom, and the public is very smart
about running their own daily lives. If an individual feels safer with a mask, more power to them. The
person that does not want to wear a mask should have the constitutional right not to. That is not even
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saying the effects masks have on people. I know if many individuals that hyperventilate, get heat
exhaustion, have breathing issues and many other health risks. What do we do about those citizens? Put
them in danger? If there are private businesses that should require masks, well that’s their right to do
so. I do not believe that the city should force the public on this issue, and all the small businesses must
suffer with the lost business, especially at this time of recovery. I do hope you read this with open
minds, and trust that the public are able to do the right thing. Thank you very much!
Mark Kalugin

I am against the requirement of having to wear a mask any where I go to in Silverton, it needs to be a
person’s choice to wear one. There has been so much contradicting information about how a mask
works to protect you from diseases it’s ridiculous that it would be a requirement to wear one! NO ON
MASKS!!!
Dominika Avgi
Dear City Council,
Ouse this a letter this morning and just read this in the News.
Please be sure everyone aware of latest information:
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cnbc.com_2020_06_08_asymptomatic2Dcoronavirus-2Dpatients-2Darent-2Dspreading-2Dnew-2Dinfections-2Dwho2Dsays.html&d=DwIFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOfv5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=4ykHqBl0J88qJQB_O1oDgZpwYIx1dpWyfkJNpxxS_I8&m=3kU616qfsUCj2fCSRzNW
0UOSYHqDv0lg4_O3v3OpGew&s=Q5I2U6eq6rnxw2D-sWUX-MIksA7pkFW7oeXEs21cwQc&e=
And possibly we could open our playgrounds and let kids and young people play and have sports !!!
Sent from my iPhone jolene hitz
To whom it may concern,
I am saddened that the city of Silverton would have a mandatory mask requirement on the city hall
agenda. That would be infringing on our 1st amendment. Not only that, but passing this will cripple and
damage the little businesses in Silverton on top of the shutdown. I am asking for you to please not
mandate masks to be worn for everyone. It needs to be optional and if someone is afraid to get sick they
can wear a mask. I believe these masks are more dangerous than help.The mask makes me feel light
headed, short of breath, flushed, and does not make me feel good. Please consider keeping wearing
masks optional and protecting our 1st amendment right. I do a lot of my shopping in Silverton including
my family and we will take our business elsewhere if it will come to that. Please protect our freedom.
Thank You
From a Worried Citizen
Raissa Egoroff
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To Whom it may concern,
I live in Silverton. I do all my shopping and business here in our beautiful town. I ask you not pass the
mandatory masks. I have asthma and its already is difficult for me to breath without having to wear
masks. Having to wear them mandatory would cause more difficulty with my breathing. It also takes
away the choice of wearing them or not to all my family members. If this passes we will have to take
our business and shopping somewhere else.
Thank you Polly Reutov
Good afternoon,
This is in regards to the possible face mask requirement at Silverton business. My opinion is this needs to
stay a choice, we should not be forced to wear a mask. There are a lot of recommendations by physicians
that wearing masks helps stop the spread but there are also physicians that say wearing a mask is
unhealthy. If this issue had any value it should have been discussed in March, considering it now is like
nailing Jell-O to a tree, pointless. We do not wear masks during flu season and masks were not
recommended during the last Measles outbreak. If this were to go into effect Silverton would lose a lot of
business that they can not afford to lose because people will not be forced to wear a mask and they will
shop else where.
Old school methods tend to hold strong, the best way to prevent illness is to build a strong immune
system- eat healthy, exercise, drink plenty of water and take your vitamins.
Thank you,
Kimber

Greetings,
Just a comment on the mask ordinance. We have an excellent employee in our
Stayton location who is claustrophobic while wearing a mask and is therefore prone
to panic attacks. A possible Silverton requirement would not affect her
employment but others with similar reactions to masks in this community may be.
Don

Postal Connections #146 & #233
Don& Sue Harteloo - Owners
Please let us keep the right to choose whether or not we wear a mask.
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Thank you
Lydia Sherwood
Dear Silverton City Council,
Good evening. Thank you for allowing the community to provide feedback as you discuss the possibility
of mandating mask use in Silverton businesses. I trust you have taken the time to consult medical
professionals from various points of view so I will not belabor on that merit. I will simply say, neither
myself nor my family will conduct our shopping or business needs in Silverton should this be decided in
the affirmative. This would not be our desire, but it would be the result your decision. Please do not
stifle the comeback of already struggling businesses crippled by Covid 19 closures. We are counting on
you to do the right thing for all of us. Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
Christopher & Rhonda Barrett
To whom it may concern,
I grew up in Silverton and come back to visit often — I love the cute, small town vibe and the
businesses.
And yet, it has come to my attention that city council will be discussing a mask requirement for the
town. This is very concerning to me!
Individuals and private businesses should always have the right to make decisions like whether or not to
require masks for their customers, not the city. To push this issue would be a danger to citizens and
their personal liberties and rights.
I urge you to consider that this issue would be a major infringement on the rights of the people who live
in Silverton.
On another note, with all the statistics about Covid; the uncertain numbers, the potentially faulty Covid
test and recently even the CDC revising their numbers, etc, why are masks even on the table for
discussion?
Please consider the facts, but more importantly, the constitutional rights of the Silverton citizens. Let’s
keep Silverton a town that promotes those rights and one I am not discouraged from visiting!
Thank you,
Miriam Graves
Here are a couple of articles as to why masks shouldn’t be worn. On top of masks being totally
inefficient. How are you going to enforce at restaurants? While people are eating meals. Touching their
mask. Then eating. And putting it back on. Once you’ve touched it, it needs to be thrown away and
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hands washed. I don’t think restaurant workers and retail workers should even be wearing them. They
touch their face so incredibly much. This will cause our poor town to lose a lot of revenue, and small
businesses to close. This is their livelihood. I have several friends in town who own businesses. They’re
already hurting. Don’t punish them more.
Thank you
Sherry Mulhern
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.livescience.com/amp/are-face-masks-effective-reducingcoronavirus-spread.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/08/asymptomatic-coronavirus-patients-arent-spreading-newinfections-who-says.html

Dear Council Members,
My name is Efimya Kuzmin, and I live in SIlverton. I am writing on behalf of a potential city ordinance
that would make mask usage necessary in public buildings and businesses. I have experienced some
negativity for wearing a mask in public. While I was at the Post Office I was discouraged from wearing a
mask as multiple people said that it "didn't do anything" and said that people who wore masks were
making a big deal out of nothing. This idea was not only supported by the rest of the general public in
the building but also the man behind the counter. I have consistently seen the USPS employees
unmasked. It was very clear that I was the only masked person in the area and that their comments
were directed at me. Not only was I uncomfortable because they were targeting me but also because
they were unmasked, potentially spreading COVID-19. The World Health Organization supports mask
usage as it has been proven by science time and time again that it prevents the spread of COVID-19. I
can say with utmost certainty that I am not the only one with an experience like this, By implementing a
temporary ordinance to wear masks while in buildings, it would prevent people like myself, who are
wearing a masks to protect our community, from being shamed. This would be the most effective way of
minimizing the spread of COVID-19, and protecting our community.
Sincerely,
Efimya Kuzmin
Dear Silverton City Council,
Good evening. Thank you for allowing the community to provide feedback as you discuss the possibility
of mandating mask use in Silverton businesses. I trust you have taken the time to consult medical
professionals from various points of view so I will not belabor on that merit. I will simply say, neither
myself nor my family will conduct our shopping or business needs in Silverton should this be decided in
the affirmative. This would not be our desire, but it would be the result your decision. Please do not
stifle the comeback of already struggling businesses crippled by Covid 19 closures. We are counting on
you to do the right thing for all of us. Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.
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Respectfully,
David and Elizabeth Little
Dear Silverton City Council,
Good evening. Thank you for allowing the community to provide feedback as you discuss the possibility
of mandating mask use in Silverton businesses. I trust you have taken the time to consult medical
professionals from various points of view so I will not belabor on that merit. I will simply say, neither
myself nor my family will conduct our shopping or business needs in Silverton should this be decided in
the affirmative. This would not be our desire, but it would be the result your decision. Please do not
stifle the comeback of already struggling businesses crippled by Covid 19 closures. We are counting on
you to do the right thing for all of us. Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie and Bill Barrett
Mayor Palmer and City Councilmembers:
I am writing in opposition to the City Council mandating the wearing of masks or face coverings in
Silverton businesses. This topic has caused great divide, and disheartening harm, to a town I have
always been proud to call my home. Now however? Now we have the self-appointed mask gestapo
running around harassing businesses and citizens alike. Neighbors are turning on neighbors. It needs to
stop. What you are proposing will do more harm than good, to a community that is already tense with
emotions high.
What you are proposing is an overstep, and unnecessary. Had you proposed this 12 weeks ago, maybe I
could have understood it as a VERY short-term solution. But not now that we are over 14 weeks into
COVID-19 (possibly longer, as we don’t know when it first officially arrived) and to date our zip code has
only 35 or 36 positive or presumptive positive cases out of over 10,000 residents. The time for such a
measure has passed. It is not needed. Masks ARE NOT REQUIRED legally and there is no reason for them
to be. Oregon has one of the lowest rates of infection nationally already. We have flattened the
curve. We have done what we needed to do.
If passed, this will be a burden on our beloved small businesses, which are already hurting! People will
take their business elsewhere, to more consumer-friendly towns. It is not okay to punish our businesses
like that. It is also not right to make them the possible enforcer, or reporter, of this.
This is something that the individual business owners should be deciding for themselves. If you would
like to require masks for city owned properties, that is your right to do so.
If you do decide to move forward with this, or have more conversation surrounding the issue, I would
like to request it is not done via Zoom. Please consider using the high school auditorium, with social
distancing measures in place, so that all voices who want to be heard can show up.
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I completely understand the fear that some have surrounding COVID-19, and I agree it can have a
serious and deadly impact for those in high risk categories. I don’t make light of that at all. However, the
data does not support this given our low rates and statistics thus far.
Thank you,
Leslie Martin
As much as I would like to see everyone (who can) wear a mask when inside and unable to social
distance, I do not think it is wise to mandate it.
Kathryn Mahosky

Public Comments Received After 3:00 p.m. on June 8, 2020
To Whom it May Concern,
Myself and my family are residents of Silverton and love this community. We love supporting local
businesses and farms and love that the Silverton community finds that important.
When I initially heard about the possibility for this ordinance I was very shocked and a little angry. As a
family we are strong believers in personal freedoms and having the right to exercise those
freedoms. While I may not a agree with a small business requiring face masks to shop there – I would
understand and support their rights as business owners to make that decision. It would also then be
their responsibility to possibly lose some business from patrons that did not agree with that. However in
the end that was a decision they made as a business. Alternatively, local government requiring
businesses to require face masks seems unethical and against personal freedoms. It then is the
government that would be responsible for the loss of business for already pressured small businesses.
Beyond the infringement of personal freedoms, I also do not think putting such an ordinance in place
makes logical sense given the fact that there is no settled science as to whether or not wearing a mask in
public (even as an asymptomatic carrier) is beneficial. Just today the WHO announced that new studies
are showing the possibility of asymptomatic carriers not spreading the virus at all. In fact, some of our
top medical professionals, including Dr. Fauci, have said that face masks are for those that are ill and as
a healthy individual you have no necessity to wear them. Science changes daily, especially in recent
days, and the government does not have the ability to change as fluidly. Putting an ordinance like this in
place would lock us into an unsound scientific position.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Warmly,
Aleha Norton
Hello,
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I understand that there is a session today about having every business and their customers wear face
masks? I hope that the committee members oppose this unnecessary and misguided excessive use of
measures which in most cases have been proven to be more of a health hazard than helpful.

Alexander Kuznetsov
I oppose the ordinance requiring masks be worn in all places of business in the city. The state already
has guidelines in place that have shown to be effective and there is no data to show that a more strict
mandate is necessary.
Respectfully,
Chris Baldridge
From: Rikki English
Wearing a mask at all times takes away from our freedom. Freedom to breath , to be social, to recognize
those we know. It's improper for a hat at the dinner table yet a mask is better?? It should be a choice
not a law or rule. I understand being cautious but there's a point where it's crossing the line and
restricting & unreasonable. Silverton businesses will be destroyed from distanced people in cities
surrounding Silverton. Make a smart decision. Most businesses know and practice the current health
code that's not make things impossible. Thanks
To whom it may concern:
Good afternoon, I'm asking for you to please not mandate mask to be worn for everyone. It should be
optional.
Thank you
Agapia Martushev

The studies show that there are not "asyomptomatic" carriers. It was a lie. They are now admitting
it. Study a month ago showed hundreds were exposed and did not get it.
The mask wearing is not basd on science at all. It is making employees ill in other ways. Some have died
from wearing them from lack of oxygen. Daily wearing for long shifts is unhealthy and dangerous. No
one should have to wear them to work. These people are exhausted, getting lung inflammation, etc.
from them.
Mask wearing is about control. It is conditioning us all to be willing to accept that we must do
something in order to be a part of society, to work, school, etc. There will not be a full open unless we
all take a vaccine. If people believe we have to wear a mask to keep each other safe from something we
do not even have that can not be caught asymptomatically in the first place that a mask can not event
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stop, then how much more are people going to be willing to say we must all be vaccinated for it in order
to be a part of society.
This right here is my reason for not supporting mask wearing at all. This belief we should to make others
"feel safe" even though scientifically none of this is supported is part of the mental conditioning. Asking
me to lie to my fellow man and help brainwash them so they can be conditioned for the next phase and
violation of their body, a vaccine, is a no.
To risk their health for others by wearing a mask is a slow step to condition them to take a vaccine that
will not have been proven safe, tested against a placebo, no long term studies, etc. I read the articles
from other countries it is not looking good in trials, has high risks, but our media keeps saying "looks
promising".
We are only personally responsible for ourselves. If we are hurt, maimed, medical damage, and even
death from wearing a mask or taking a vaccine none of you are going to care for me and my kids. Pay
my bills, come clean my home, cook meals, etc. for the rest of my life. So why are we all expected to
take that risk for one another?
In the end any fall out and damage will only remain on the person who is affected. I do not have any
right to ask others to medically compromise theirselves, their families, so i can "feel safe". And they do
not have that right to ask me to sacrifice myself or my children so they can "feel safe". Either your mask
wearing and your vaccine will keep you safe, or it won't. I am not kyptonite making them weak and
unable to work because i am not using either. I will not support this social and mental conditioning to
violate anothers rights period!
*copied - not written by me

Hello Silverton City Council,
I am writing to encourage you to consider implementing a city wide mask ordinance requiring face
coverings for businesses and their patrons.
I own and operate Gather restaurant, which has been been closed since mid March.
I have hesitated to reopen our restaurant, even for take out, as some members in our community find
masks and social distancing optional, despite mounting scientific and medical evidence to the contrary
which would put our staff and patrons at unnecessary risk of infection.
This ordinance would ensure my staff is better protected from contracting COVID-19 as well as further
prevent others from spreading this communicable disease into the community.
Maintaining or reducing positive cases will be the key to remaining open in Marion County and
potentially moving into phase two in the future.
Opening and having to close due to an outbreak of illness in your business, or county wide closure, could
be devastating for a small business.
We’ve seen our three highest case numbers in recent days and it is imperative we take all steps to get
ahead of this and be able to move forward safely.
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Please consider this an essential measure we must take to protect our fellow neighbors, our most
vulnerable, and our business community.
Respectfully,
Anna Kuzmin
Owner
Dear Council Members,
My name is Mike Kuzmin. I support having a city ordinance for people to wear masks in public spaces
and businesses. The spread of COVID-19 is getting worse as time goes on, and our county is one of the
worst in Oregon. The World Health Organization has given it’s support for mask usage because it is
proven by multiple scientific groups that it lowers the spread of COVID-19. This issue will not go away
unless we take measures like this.
Thank you,
Mike Kuzmin
To whom it may concern:
We are asking for the council to please leave the option of masks for those who choose to wear them.
Although I go above and beyond with precautions and sanitation with my family, due to my health
concerns, I still believe in the freedom of choice for the rest of the public.
Those with a weaker heart and lung issues, may have a harder time with oxygenation due to the wearing
of masks for hours on end.
Please leave the option to each individual.
Sincerely,
Ana Anisimov
I’m also including a short link from Dr. Rashid Buttar for your consideration ...…
https://youtu.be/65XVhF56cUQ
Kyle and City Council members, please be careful having a start up discussion of a possible city
ordinance wearing masks as a must in Silverton.. This will cause more of a division of folks here. This
town doesn't need more controversial discussions leaning this way. There are people that can't even
tolerate a mask for a few minutes. I for one have had past asthma issues, and cannot wear a mask
unless my nose is out. My friends that work here in town, some have issues as well with anxiety, and
COPD, etc. This issue with Covid has gone way beyond the norm, plus everyone in town with businesses
is paying big time through their wallets. Then the riots started. This whole thing is bringing more than you
would want started here in this peaceful town, which has been going through some major issues in such a
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short time. I respect you as a Mayor, but I also respect the people here and their wishes. If this ordinance
passes, I will not shop here anymore. I have always been a big supporter of local businesses. Sorry, but I
am just one person among many with the same thoughts.

Thank you,
M E Cumins
Dear City Council,
Please see attached CNBC news story which includes a video from the WHO organization stating that
from the data they have asymptomatic spread of the coronavirus is very rare. Please consider this
information when deciding on whether to mandate masks for Silverton.
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/08/asymptomatic-coronavirus-patients-arent-spreading-newinfections-who-says.html
Thank you,
Tammy Smith
Good afternoon,
My name is Amanda Petrik, and I have worked in health research at Kaiser Permanente Northwest for
19 years. I am a PhDc at Oregon Health Sciences University in Public Health Systems and Policy.
You don't need the dialogue of why a mask ordinance would be beneficial to our community, but I do
ask that you pass the ordinance for the sake of business owners and workers to protect their health.
Similar to smoking ordinances, and OSHA requirements for employee safety, it is the city's responsibility
to protect workers from potential health risks.
With regards,
Amanda Petrik, MS, PhDc
Mr. Mayor and City Council.
Thank you for your time regarding this topic.
I think the fact this is even being discussed is beyond ridiculous. How about we just let adults be
adults and make up their own minds regarding wearing a mask.
On another note, according to the Oregon Ethics board the fact that the majority of council is
active on a private forum that the sole purpose is to discuss the mask issue falls in direct
opposition to Oregon Meeting Laws. Please take the appropriate actions.
The actions of the council members listed below are completely hypocritical.
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Both City Council Members and Silverton Safe Members (with active pro-mask commentary about
reporting on businesses): - Matt Plummer - Silverton Safe* - Jason Freilinger - Silverton Safe* - Dana
Smith - Silverton Safe* - Laurie carter - Silverton Safe* - Kyle Palmer - Silverton Safe* *active contributor

Thank you for your time regarding this matter.
Cheers,

Jeff DeSantis
I oppose the idea of an ordinance to require any person to wear a face mask in businesses. Me and my
family will take our business elsewhere, out of town. No restaurants, no grocery store, no banks, no
movie theatre, no nothing. I don’t care about the extra gas money to go out of town. I’ll organize my
trips.
This is a Ridiculous idea!!! Just ridiculous.
I’ve lived here my whole life. I will not be mandated to wear a face mask.
Thank you.
Robin DuVal
To Whom It May Concern,
I hope you are not receiving this too late to make a difference. I just wanted to take the chance to
express my opinion in the decision to require all citizens in Silverton to wear masks in businesses. This
whole situation has been extremely frustrating for everyone Including including politicians/government
leaders, health professionals, and the rest of us. I think the most difficult part of all for me is having my
voice taken from me, even my own free will. I ask that you please not require Silverton residents to wear
masks in all Silverton businesses. Please allow us to make that decision for ourselves. Now that we know
the coronavirus is not killing off civilizations or even masses of people, we need to heal and move
forward. Our kids need to go back to school. They need to play sports and be with their friends. Adults
need to be allowed to work again, socialize and be together and care for one another. The most
disturbing of all is the division we have seen amongst our people. I feel that requiring our citizens to
wear masks will only increase that division. I want to smile at people again and let them see it. I want
them to know and hear my words clearly that I care about them. Social distancing has done just that:
distanced us.
I work at a gym. It would be unhealthy for our members to workout with masks on if they are doing a
heavy cardiovascular workout. Please let them make their own decision.
And last of all it is absolutely critical that our immune system‘s get the chance to rebuild after the
sheltering at home. It is expected that cases will increase after these phases open up, but we need to
consider the fact that The majority of people have not been around other people and we have not been
sharing germs. Of course those with symptoms should still stay home and those with compromised
health issues should definitely stay home. And if they must leave home, they absolutely should wear
masks. Thank you for listening. I hope you will allow the public to have a say in this decision.
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Thank you!
Lainie Pyper
Sent from my iPhone
Dear Silverton City Council,
We support an ordinance requiring both employees and customers to wear face coverings in all
Silverton area businesses. There are several reasons we support this ordinance:
1. The virus isn’t over...it is growing faster and faster worldwide and only countries that have taken
proactive measures such as masking are making continued headway. Marion County with 1/3 the
population of the larger PDX counties continuously has at or near the same number of new cases as
those much larger counties every day. We must do more to control the spread as our infection rate per
capita remains one of the highest in Oregon.
2. Providing extra protection to frontline workers in stores is the RIGHT thing to do. These folks have
worked diligently to provide us with goods and services. The least we can do is show them we care
about their health by masking up.
3. YOU ARE LOSING MONEY
You would be surprised how many folks in our area suffer from issues that require them to be extra
careful. From an economic stand point you are LOSING traffic by not providing a safe environment. We
know that local businesses have lost thousands of dollars of our spending specifically because we are in
one or more categories of people who is at increasedrisk. Our buying dollars now go to retailers like
Costco and Trader Joe’s and Smart Food Service that require customers to wear face coverings. We have
not set foot in many local Stores for over THREE MONTHS because of unmasked customers. Thankfully,
some offer online ordering but we would spend a LOT more money if we could go in the store.
We are not alone!
(Figures based on Census)
There are many area residents who qualify as at risk:
It may be age (15.9 percent of Marion County residents are over 62.)
It may be disability (10.9 percent of Marion County residents under the age of 62 are disabled)
It could be any of a long list of other common health conditions ranging from asthma to being a
transplant recipient or a donor which place more of our community in at an ”at risk” category... By not
requiring masking you are removing the opportunity for a good percentage of area residents to
patronize local business.
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Thank you for your consideration of our position. We are longtime and lifelong residents and we miss
shopping locally.
Tim and Elise Dirlam
I understand the Council is planning on mandating that ALL people wear masks to enter ANY business in
Silverton. I’m sure you mean well, however, the new standard is that “if you are sick, stay home or if you
must go out wear a mask”.
With every mandate there are consequences – it seems to me that mandating that ALL businesses insist
on EVERYONE wear a mask will undoubtedly continue to put a heavy financial devastation on the very
businesses you say you support. Your budgets will continue to shrink and not afford you to continue
with all of the controlling measures you have implemented against the wishes of your community.
The mask idea was a good one several weeks ago, according to the “experts” it is now time to allow
adults to behave as adults and take care of their own lives instead of the city attempting to enforce
draconian, harmful and authoritarian measures on them.
Mary Franklin
I am very positively impressed by the precautions exercised by our local vendors.
However.....I am concerned by the postal workers who are refusing even though it is suggested.... and
their "plastic shield" is not even placed properly and provides no protection AT ALL..
Please go check it out....the shields are not like HiSchool - they are actually completely non-effective. I
talked to Mark - I think that is his name and his response was "I don't know why, I am just not
worried"....not worried about getting sick himself, or not worried about exposing others?.
I very politely contacted the office there to encourage them to practice sanitation - but the clerks
refuse!
So our only option is to go to the Postal Station and their rates are higher.
Molly Ainsley
I do not live in Silverton, but I will say I will never visit there if you attempt to require masks. Since when is
it your job to control or handle my health, its mine. So you not care about the constitutional rights of your
own citizens? I know right now Kate Brown doesn't, and you really want to be in the category of pride and
selfishness. Quit living in fear! This Bologna virus is just that, a means for government to take away
people's rights. I am ashamed of you pepper who call yourself leaders but are to afraid, prideful, or
greedy to stand up for the people you swore an oath to. Cowards! You are nothing but controlling
cowards, and you better be prepared for the days of Moses. God will be splitting the sea to remove His
pepper, and you will lie in desolation. In the name of Jesus!
Joy Cranston
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Please require masks on for all businesses and patrons of businesses. If no masks are required for
patrons, make not enforcing social distancing in stores a finable infraction. Take this seriously please.
Mary Jane Schaffer
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