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COVID-19 & the Environment
How the Pandemic Improved Air Quality
On March 8, 2020 Governor Kate Brown declared a state of
emergency due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak in Oregon.
As we moved further into spring additional Executive Orders (EO)
were given, including EO 20-12 which became known as the "Stay
Home. Save Lives." campaign. Oregonians were ordered to stay
home, schools and certain businesses were closed, workplaces were
asked to facilitate telework and work-from-home options for their
employees, residents were asked not to travel, and outdoor activities
were limited.
Oregon was not alone, states nationwide took similar actions in
order to slow the spread of the virus. These actions resulted in daily
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions dropping as much as 17 percent
globally, according to a new study by the Global Carbon Project, an
initiative led by Stanford University scientist Rob Jackson. Due to
the temporary nature of the shelter-in-place rules and the fact they
were staggered across different counties the Global Carbon Project
is estimating a 4-7 percent drop in global emission for 2020. This
would represent the biggest emission drop since World War II.
Jordan, Rob. "Stanford researcher envisions energy and environment
landscape after COVID-19." Stanford News. 19, May 2020.
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Energy Trust of Oregon
Silverton Making Capital Improvements with
Energy Efficiency in Mind
The City is partnering with Energy Trust on a number of energy
efficient solutions at the Silverton Pool and at the Water and
Wastewater Treatment Plants. At the Water Treatment Plant
fluorescent light fixtures have been converted to LED, which will
provide significant savings in lighting costs. Two variable frequency
drives are scheduled to be replaced for the Wastewater Treatment
Plant's return activated sludge pumps. At the Silverton Swimming
Pool a second layer canopy will be added to the pool frame, which
will add insulation and reduce heating costs for the pool water and
structure interior. In addition, the variable frequency drive for the
swimming pool recirculation pump has been replaced which has
resulted in reduced energy consumption while allowing the same
amount of flow.

The City is expected to save nearly $8,000
annually in energy costs at the Silverton
Swimming Pool thanks to the projects
accomplished with Energy Trust

A second layer canopy will be added to the pool frame in October 2020.

Shoutout
Police
Department

The Silverton Police have added a
unique new police vehicle to its
fleet. The vehicle is a 2020 Ford
Interceptor Utility SUV and is
powered by a 3.3L hybrid engine
(battery/gas powered). This is the
first pursuit rated hybrid SUV
developed for police use. The hybrid
engine will save on fuel costs as it is
rated at 23 mpg in the city. The
engine uses a lithium-ion battery to
power electrical equipment which
will allow the gas engine to shut-off
at times. In addition to the
environmental benefits the vehicle
is standard with all wheel drive and
the safety has been improved to
withstand a 75 mph rear impact
crash. It also allows the driver to sit
higher than in previous patrol cars,
giving the officer better visibility to
see what is going on around them.
The increased cargo area allows
officers to carry more needed
equipment in their role as first
responders.

Is your department taking
action to reduce waste? If yes,
let the Green Team know and
you could be featured in an
upcoming Newsletter!

