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FACT SHEET

Dog poop left behind on public or private property is the source of major pollutants and

poses a significant health risk. One gram of dog waste (the weight of one business card)

contains 23 million fecal coliform bacteria - almost twice as much as human waste.

Keep in mind that the average dog excretes 340 grams (0.75 pounds) of waste per day,

and the piles can take up to one year to fully break down.

Pathogens are disease-causing microorganisms that can

contaminate water resources, making them unsafe for

swimming or drinking. Nutrients, such as nitrogen and

phosphorous, can cause runaway growth of algae and aquatic

weeds, that in turn decompose and use up dissolved oxygen

needed by fish to survive. 
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Why is pet waste a health risk? Pathogenic bacteria, parasites

and viruses in pet waste are a health risk to people and animals.

Leaving pet waste on the ground in our yard or in public places

may expose children, adults and even other pets to diseases.

There is also a real risk of getting sick from drinking or

swimming in waters contaminated by pet waste. Pet waste may

not be the largest or most toxic pollutant in our urban

waterways, but it is one of the many sources that can add up to

a big problem.

Did yo� k�o� t�a� do� po�� is mo�� of a po���t�o� p�o�l�� t�a� ca� fe���, or t�a� of ot���
an����s-ev�� wi��l���? An av����e-si�� do� d�o�p��� co����n� bi����n� of fe��� co����r�
ba���r�a-mu�� hi���r t�a� mo�� ot��� an����s. Ur�a� ar��� li�� Sil���t�� ha�� la���
co���n���ti��� of do��, co��r����in� un����ra��y hi�� le���s of ba���r�a to o�r wa���w���. 

Always bring a plastic bag or two when walking your dog.

Use the bag like a glove, scoop the poop, then turn the bag

inside out and seal.

Put bagged waste in a trash can.

Never throw dog waste down a storm drain. These drains go

directly to rivers and waterways. 
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