
regon Water Resources Department
North Mall Office Building

725 Summer St. NE, SuiteA
Salem, OR 97301

Phone 503-986-0900
FAX 503-986-0904

John A. Kitzhaber, MD, Governor

July 1I,2011

Gerald Fisher, P.E., Public'Works Director
City of Silverton
306 S'Water Street
Silverton, OR 97381

Re: Silver Creek Dam 5-66 - Inspection Summary

I inspected Silver Creek Dam with you on lll4ay 27 , 2011. Ian Kintz-Stormo, an intern,
assisted with this inspection. The Water Resources Department conducts these
inspections to identiff safety, maintenance or operational issues that may affect dam
integrity. Dams are assigned ahazatdrating based on downstreamhazardto people and
property, not on the condition of the dam. Silverton dam is classified as high hazard. We
normally inspect high hazard dams on an ar¡rual basis.

Overall, the condition on the dam is similar to the found during the last inspection in
February 2010. There are three few maintenance and operational issues that need some

attention:

l) You observed the first iszue with the plugged drain by the fish ladder, and you already
directed maintenance action (shown below).



2) Another issue has been large woody debris collecting at the spillway. Although this
was not an issue during this inspection (below), aplanto have an excavator remove
debris during very high flows would be prudent. The photo does show that there is an

area that can be easily improved for excavator access.

3) A third issue is maintenance and monitoring of peizometers and drains. I have reports
on water levels untiI2007, but have not seen an update since. It is very important to have
working peizometers on the dam, with water level monitored on a periodic basis. The
picture below shows the outlet works, where some of the drains are located.



Because of the still fairly high flow in Silver Creek, we were unable to inspect the base of
the spillway and the scour of the plunge pool. I would like to have State Engineer Barry
Norris re-inspect this area with me in the next couple of months. Bany has a lot more
experience than me in spillway inspection and evaluation.

We use a standard inspection form for all dams, and a copy of the field inspection sheet

for this dam is attached. Thanks again for meeting and inspecting the dam with me.
Please let me know if you have any questions about this inspection, and let me know
when we can re-inspect the lower spillway area.

Sincerely,

A
Keith Mills, Dam Safety Engineer
(503) 986-0840
Cell (s41) 7a6-0849

C Mike McCord, Watermaster District 16

Barry Norris, State Engineer
Dam Safety File
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